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Rejorc not thou—becauſe the rod of” him that 
\ Jmote thee 17 broken: for out / the fer- 
bent root fhall come forth 4 cockatrice: 

#1 Wh . e gen burning 
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In N applying the deininciation of the 
prophet to the occaſion of our preſent 
ſolemnity, it is not my purpoſe to in- 
he's that there are ang morat fea- 
lons to ap rehend a revival of thoſe 
? Vor. ET . n ealtities 


2 8 ERM ON XXVIII. 
ctlamities experteneed from any work- * 


* ers of iniquity, who * pretended reli: 
« di hol profiifed relation?! Viman 
but to deduce a plain and obvious 
doctrine from "theſe figurative expreſ- 
| ſions, which at all times, and eſpecially 
when we commemorate: à national de- 
liverance, may deſerve our ſerious at- 
tention. And the doQrine is this: 


— ww... A 


God, in athei gracious ways of his 
F 4 Providence, may, | be ſometimes pleaſed 
bt relieve his creatures from thoſe 
>. . 11 with Which be bas viſited 
I W. 3 9 M b 
* th bo, inguitieg. .. 1 0 The ” "remainder of” 
Na 4 „ 1 


urath, he may an But let 
* not man exult in ** ee 


s Frought for his ſake. Let thoſe 
he have, bowed under the, weight 
+io&/affligien ſeriouſiy lay 10 heart 
-:,thoie., offences which, haye, wha 
tothem in „ee, Jamentation. and * 20 1 


291 tha: be * forſaken, tho e arm 
1 2 
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the almighty ir not ſiortened e the 
flame of his wrath may be rekindled 

„with double fury: and he, [who is 
of © purer gyes than to behold miquity* 
* hath yet a ſore chaſtiſement, a fiery 
and a burning plague; for the obRi- 
6; "ag careleſs. and ee . 96. 
ö 401998 1051979 md. 10 goil do 30) 

ben are the nie of a pit, 
not to individuals only, but to whole 
nations; and ingenious men ſometimes 
contend, that, to nations, God's juſ- 
tice , be manifeſted in this life, 
the only period of 'their: collective ex- 
iſtence! But although we may not 
perẽmptorily pronounte on the ways 
of his adorable providence; yet we know 
that be is the moſt hugh that 'ruleth in 
* the kingdom of mend and if there be, 
now, no occaſion to uſe . h proverb 
i full, the fathers have eaten 
-& four” graper; and tlie cluldren r teeth are 
* — on edge; yet God's dealings with 
$1009) B 2 our 
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our fonlathety may be at 100 conſi- 
deted as: our examples ; and profitably | 
Uivolved toi | our e 89413 | Cor» | 


2 5 
k LY "4 
1 1 Wu. 4 % bp; % * Nr 9 — — 
— o 1 


2 — are t dates. ve 3 this 
day, ſolemnly profeſſed, and applied to 
the occaſion of our preſent aſſembling 
before God. In our de votions we have 
acknowledged that, as a nation, our 
+, fins, had moſt juſtly provoked him 
\ wrath, when; be did ſuffer the 

Swen of bload to make their ſwords 
bt wih the ſlaughter of i s 
Hank that we: 2 'as. july that 
+ his . * ee ee. 1 
his ſword ſharper, becauſe our ſins 
nde (greater; more bold, and more 
25 pehvohing! And: if this, hath not 
been a men lip-ſervice, an, hypocritical 
or (careleſs. mockery,” furely.. we muſt 
reſtect on wol Gng, we have. ſo ſo- 


1 1 
"VEE 
8 o ” . 
5 10 a > 8 lemnly 


8 ERMON XXVII. +% 
lemaly acknowledged; we muſt review 
our own conduct; we muſt! enquire, 
in ſincerity) and ſingleneſs of heart, 
. What may be found” in preſent times 
which demands cotrection; we muſt 
reſolve to put away the: evil om the 
« midff” of us; that the return of 
God's judgments may be averted: and 
to ſuch refleQions I would now lead 
you, 1% arts 1 Jann 90 daf 

ON og 1381 

Tux avowed intention of that dread- 
ful conſpiracy diſcovered, as on this 
day, but, unhappily for this kingdom, 
not immediately defeated, was to exter- 
minate the Engliſh power, and to re- 
Note the popiſh ſuperſtition in its full 
ſplendour and authority. They who deny 
that nationab reſentment had any ſhave 
in forming it, ſeem not to hate con- 
ſidered the ſituation, temnper, prepof- 


ſeſſions, and provotations of the great 
Arey? in er nen ent 
b | who, 


* 


6 SERMON | XXVII. 
who contend that it was influenced 
entirely by this motive, affect to for 
get that it was not formed, or at leaſt 
not conducted, by agents of one race 
only; and that the cruelty of their 
wrath was not confined to the Eng- 
liſh inhabitants of this land; but fell 
emqually upon the Scottiſh ſettlers, whoſe 
antient affinity with the original na» 
tives could not redeem the crime of ; 
their religion. | 
DETID 3841; 1 onna or ai 
As to the rancour of national re- 
„ſentment, let truth itſelf bear witneſs, 
and candour confeſs, how far the ini- 
quities of our forefathers contributed 
to exaſperate, to confirm, and to per- 
petuate this rancour. When the gra- 
dual progreſs of their arms had ex- 
tendled their power and poſſeſſions, 
eee old natives, a 2 and 
anke, or by juſtice? N wire: they 
Of — 
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* 


treated, where they could be ſo treated, 
like bring, of an inſerior order ? [Jn 


SS „% „ 


| indiſputable. facts. |—When, melancholy | 
experience had taught the natives of 
Triſh -race the folly and, the danger of 
their antient inſtitutions, and the | ſupe- 
riour advantages of "Engliſh polity ; ; when 


2712 


their properties wee, indefenſiblez and 


IL 
their lives ,rated , at an inſignifica t 


price; when they repeatedly petitioneg 
to be redeemed. from a ſtate of vaſſa- 
lage, to be received. and, ſheltered. with- 
in the pale of Engliſh law; a, petition, 
wrung from the painful feelings of 
oppreſſion, ſo reaſonable | in itſelf, and 
ſo likely to be attended with the maſt 4 
beneficial and happieſt | effects "x which 

would at once Have, aboliſhed | al 
odious and base . Sſtin&jons, 29 


PET x; 


a8 5 chriſtians and fellow Wige 


2 85 E and civility, * N te- 
Sh | "Teatedly 
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peatedly rejected : not from any want 
of equity in the crown; there the ap- 
plication was received with favour and 
attention; but by contrivance of the 
great Engliſh inhabitants of this king- 
dom, who interpoſed, like a malignant 
cloud,” to. intercept the Royal favour, 
and to prevent thoſe from being re- 
ceived as ſubjects, whom they oppreſ- 
Ted ſecurely in a ſtate of abject vaſſa- 
lage. They turned gie the needy 
« from judgment ;. they took away the 
„ right from the poor; and in their 
'« flirts was found the blood 7 wi 
K 40 * ſouls; ” : | 


_— mark the fruit which ſprung 
from this bitter root of injuſtice and 
oppreſſion. 8 A long and gloomy period 


o Wars and commotions; heredi- 


tag "hatred, and the deadly feuds of 
various generations: barbariſmm and 


"anarchy, violence and revenge. Nor 
. "did they who had refuſed to prevent 
bing 2 fach 


— 


SERMON XXVII. 5 
ſuch diſorders, unite in ſuppreſſing 
them. In the luſt of power and poſ- 
ſeſſions, they were become the bitter- 
eſt and moſt implacable enemies to 
each other. That ſalutary civil conſti- 
tution which they had ſworn to main- 
tain was become hateful, and intole- 
rable to their pride and avarice. They 
either openly renounced its laws for 
the rude manners and barbarous inſti- 
tutions of their neighbours, as- theſe 
were more indulgent to violence and 
rapine, and petty tyranny; or they 
controuled and oppreſſed the execution 
of them, and laboured to enfeeble thoſe 
hands by which they were adminiſtered. 
The governour choſen from their own 
body was envied, and oppoſed, perhaps 
by violence : Thoſe ſent from another 
kingdom were embarraſſed and ma- 
ligned. One came, and quickly found 
it too difficult to ſtem the courſe of 
faQion ; another and another quickly 

| ſucceeded, 
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ſucceeded, departed, 8 left their ſuc- 
ceſſors to make a . ſhort experiment, 
and relinquiſn the hopeleſs charge. 
Their efforts to ſuppreſs the public 
diſorders were ineffeQual ; their devices 
for the public , reformation were de- 
feated: for ſome great family was not 
indulged with power; or the ſoul of 
ſome rapacious Lord was not ſatisfied 
with riches. A people, who could have 
found their happineſs only in a rational 
and equitable union, were thus divided 
L and armed againſt each other; and a 
land which God had bleſſed with 
| many. gifts experienced ages of deſo- 
lation: for the vices. of thoſe who 
ſhould have run, foremoſt in the glo- 
rious work of reformation induced the 
miſeries of a feeble government, an im- 
perious nobility, laws ſuſpended and 
controuled, factions engendered by pride 
and oppreſſion, the turbulence of the 
old natives, the injuſtice, of the new 

' ſettlers, 


& wo ” 
% \ : 
& © # N - * , 42 © 
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ſettlers, | local wars, NPY 1 maſ- 
ſacres. 


* 


Any now, as to the blindneſs 1845 ma- 
lignity of papal ſuperſtition, the great 
and leading cauſe of this day's ca- 
lamity, let us conſider whether the 
ſame iniquities did not contribute to 
ſupport and firengthen this dreadral 


One. of our 7 0 8 


Tur beginnings of the reformation. 
found this country in circumſtances' to- 
tally different from thoſe of other Euro- 
pean ſtates. Want of equal laws had 
here perpetuated odious diſtinctions, 
partiality, injuſtice, feuds, bloodſhed, 
devaſtation, ſavageneſs; and had ba- 
niſhed * that peace and ſecurity which 
are neceffary to improvement, learning 
or diſeipline. Where law and juſtice 
had not pervaded, "regularity, even in 
eccleſiaſtical Procedures or promotions, 
22 not take 5 08 and the clergy, 


Fad 4 w 3 3-0 | {41455 


particularly | 
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particularly | without the Engliſh pale, 
had deeply ſhared in the darknefs and 
barbariſm- of. their country. Even after 
learning had revived in the neighbouring 
nations, and when religious enquity 
had rouſed and was occupying all the 
reſt of the chriſtian world; even then, 
| deplorable are the 3 we meet 
with, in the moſt eminent among the 
Prelates of this unhappy country, of | 
monkiſh' ignorance, and of - groſs and 
_ childiſh ſuperſtitions, even when Rome 
itſelf had awned | the. neceſſity, of a 
em. 183 30 jj 7 11 i 
ren, a "cles; and a | laity, of courſe, 
uninſtructed, were, in proportion to 
their ignorance,. abjectly attached to the 
papal authority, the only authority in 
religion which they bad been accuſ- 
tomed to reveren ce, The pesceable, 
ho had never examined "the. great 
points in controverſy, reſted . indolently 


upon the —y * it was called) 
I. 4 161653 77 of 
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of former eſtabliſhments ;\ and in this 
relaxed ſtate of mind were ſtricken 
with. greater terrour at the den unci- 
ations of divine vengeance launched 
againſt innovation and hereſy. The 
factious affected to regard every new 
regulation in the affairs of religion, as 
arbitrary and profane; and ſeized the 
occaſion of  inycighing againſt ſuch of- 
fenſi ve exertions of authority. The buſy 
agents of popery, who. neſtled in every 
quarter, were received and heard by 
ſuch a people with fa vour and atten- 
tion. They ſpake to their De 
men and kinſmen in their own lan- 
8u8g%,,..a0d,. lattered,, their, . prejudices. 
Aa oppoſition to that government 
which they had ſworn, to abey, they 
called the glorious aſſertion of. their 
native, liberty; and, an obſtinate adhe- 
rence t, the article, which compoſed 
the whole of their. teligion,, an im- 
Tit e Wi ae Romiſh Her 
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munion, they di ignifled with the name 
of pious "Zeal and ſteadfaſtneſs in the 
cauſe of truth; While one built up 
the wall of ſeparation and national 
difti nction, another daubed it with the 
 untempered mortar of ſuperftitioi and 
thus When once the means of uniting 
and civilizing the whole body of the 
people had been ſhamefally rejected, 
the curſe of igtiorahce' and bigotry was 
of confequence. entailed upon them. 
Laws "\ were indeed made for the eſta- 
Bliſhment of the reformed” faith and 
_ But theſe laws were received 
Teludance. 4 They who d have 
Da them were” ſecret” ene mies to 
their authority. 2 Popiſh teachers might 
wt indeed driven from their flocks; but 
others were not fottid to ſupply” their 
places; and, alas were not always ITbuglit 
1872 For amidſt the errours and iniqui- 
ties of this generation, we muſt” Teckon 
4 a ſhameleſs proftitution of © holy things. | 


Bi ys % It 
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It is not ſurprizing that a popiſh party 
in the legiſlature ſhould labour to de- 
feat every meaſute for the edification 
and inſtruction of the people. It would 
ſcarcely be ſurprizing ſhould we find 
ſome faQtious leaders then bartering 
their ſervices in ſupport of 'government 
for the ſpiritual preferment of theit 
kinsfolk and deperidents : but, af a pe- 
riod when nothing leſs than the united 


AUsbours of an able and indefatigable 


miffion © could have ſown the good 
ſeed in this kingdom, how ſhameful is 
it to find that it was neceſſary by a 
Jaw to check the facrilegious practice 
of 1 = benefices on mn 

N Root” Ne e ee ee e 
Hur Wende e aim 
with the prophet g I nol oift for 
ige Ping ri Jan ie Fort" and at a 
| unexpected time were we viſited, When 
public diſorders had been apparently 
"qlicted, nad the errours of paſt days 
corrected 
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cortected ; when an equitable attention 
to their temporal intereſts, and a cha- 


nitable indulgence to their religious pre- 
judices, promiſed to reconcile thoſe; who 
had been too long eſtranged from us; 
when we ſaid in, our hearts, Ephraim 
« ſhall not enuy Juda, and Judaſ ſhall 
nut vex -Ephraim:” then did the flame 
of  antient animoſity | burſt forth with 
a deyouring fury. Vie looked for peace, 
2 0 god came; and for 4 time: of 
n and behold trouble!” * Death” 
was cume up into our windows,” * and 
nend ine aun palaces, io ent off the 
«. children. from without, and" the, young 
nen from the fireats.”,: * The carcaſſes 
« of men” fell ar dung upon the open 
feld, and at the handful after; the 
4. harue/t-man.” A voice of wailing” was 
n rd, How are we 1 
n greatly ee gere 
ha 22ncfees 101 o&. eine h diſang 
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Bor it is not my purpoſe to dwell 
upon the calamities: of this period. 
And T truſt it is here unneceſſary to 
exſpatiate on the dangerous and un- 


chriſtian- ſpirit, which would eſtabliſſi 
the peaceful kingdom of Chriſt Jeſus, 
by the moſt tremendous exceſſes of that 
«' wrath ' of man,” which, we are 2. 
fured, * worketh mot the righteouſneſs of 
% Cod. Let us confeſs that ' thoſe of 
the Romiſh communion, even at the 
time of the horrid tranſactions we 'now 
commemorate, were not uniformiy ac- 
tuated by the full malignity of this 
ſpirit.. Let us charitably hope that 
Popery, at this day, hath: been ſoftened. 
by a kind of tacit reformation. While 
we oautiouſſy guard againſt all poſſi- 
bility of danger, we may the leſs ſeru- 
ple to indulge ſuch ſentimentz. At = 
by lentil you e eee 
a new train of reflection: by tracing 


Vol. III. C — tha 
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the--calamities; which this land experi- 


enced - for ages, and which the confe- 


deracy of this day filled up, to the 
errouts and iniquities of our forefa- 
thers ; that, taught by their example, 
we may reform our own conduct, and 
avert the return of God's judgments. 
More than a full century hath elap- 
for which we now return thanks. And 
yet let it not be thought extravagant 
to: aſſert, that at this day the nation 


hath not recovered from the miſerable 


conſequenoes of that dreadful period. 
tions, and retatded our progreſs to ma- 


turity. And God grant, that, like ſome 


youthful imbecility, we may not have 


abesdy learned. (that petvlsnee and 
vice, the too ſure and diſmal conſe- 
quences of which are a diſtempered 
frame and ſpeedy. . en B 
* 17 Tur 
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Tux vices which have been men- 
tioned as the ſources of our national 
calamity were oppreſſion, avarice and 
cruelty; factious diſcontent and cla- 
mour; and indifference and diſregard 
to religion; heinous and crying offen- 
ces, and ſuch as are the declared ob- 
jects of God's ſevereſt vengeance, If 
ve ſhould conſider the condition of our 
poor, or the conduct of their ſuperiours, 
the manners of common life, or the 
characters and purſuits of thoſe more 
exalted, we might poſſibly find abun- 
dant matter for an odious Parallel. 
But the remainder of this diſcourſe may 
be more uſefully employed * ſerious 


nd 2— exhortation. 5 
deri 1 Sinne 5, 282 
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n our nation, let us, in the 
firſt place, labour to unite together in 
the bands of love and affection, as fel- 
low-chriſtiane and neter, with 
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an equitable attention to the rights, 
[intereſts and welfare of all orders and 
\gonditions.” And, above all things, let 
proſreution of that truly Chriſtian work 
_-of enlightening the ignorant. One pub- 
1 Proteſtant inſtitution, conceived in 
the trus ſpirit of our holy teligion, for 
ſowing the good feed in youthful 
minds, I truſt: God hath bleſſed and 
ill bleſs with a gradual encreaſe. And 
wuuld to God that methods were de- 
_ viſe to extend the benefit! that the 
por of all denominations; in every 
quarter and every diſtrict of the king- 
dom, were provided with the means 
even of common inſtruction, and en- 
couraged to purſue them ! that by civi- 
Jizing, I had almeſt ſaid by hutmanizing, 
he loweſt orders of our people, the 
uvenues to rehgious knowledge might 
be rendered" leſo inacceſſible to thoſe 
'vwhto no periſh for lack of that ſaving 
knowledge. * 3 N 
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- Any if we would be as 4 cily at 
46 unity within itſelf,” let us, in the next 
influence of faQtion; 'or what is called 
political party. In a country where 
public affairs are at all the object of 
public diſcuſſion, it muſt needs be chat 
ſuch offences will come. Whether they 
ariſe from the ' oppoſite opinions or 
claſhing intereſts of our ſuperiours, we 
judge them not. Our part is only 80 
confider what our own. conduct is, r 
ought to be. That warmth and-als+ 
crity with which we have at ſome 
times converted the diſcontents of 3 
few into the madneſs of the many, have 
(for in no other reſpect do 1 call them 
Ons henry — 
38181 3 by an/:fpinl 
of | turbulence and ſedition; they ha ve 
urged it as a neceſſary point of policy. 


) 
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to protect, cheriſh, and encourage them, 
in order to form a balance in this 
country againſt our reſtleſſneſs and diſ- 
content. Inſtead of deriding their in- 
ſinuations, let us condeſcend to learn 
inſtruction from them. They have at 
length been taught to affect an ardent 
zeal for Engliſh government, and an 
abhorrence of every attempt to embar- 
raſs or diſtreſs its adminiſtration in 
this country. They have watched the 
umes when we ſeemed in danger of 
being ſeduced from our proper poſt, 
and lay ready to ſeize it. Let this 
convince us that it is the poſt of 
greateſt honour and ſecurity. While 
ve ſupport and reverence the royal au- 
thority, and labour to ſtrengthen the 
bands to whom it is here delegated, 
we cleave to out ſtay and our ſtaff; 
we ſtand ſecurely: upon our natural 
baſis: from which nothing but the 
Ol ay; i be 
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be able to remove us. To be toſſed 
about by every wind of clamour or 
diſcontent would be ridiculous as well 
as dangerous. It would reduce us to 
the condition of him whom the wiſe 
man deſcribes enn with a 
. arrows. | | 1187 30 
Bur en to the point of greateſt 
conſequence. For our brethren and 
companions ſake, for the ſake of our 
immortal ſouls, let us labour for the 
revival of the true vital ſpirit of re- 
ligion. This is that pearl of great price 
which not only far outweighs, but 
comprehends in it all that is great 
valuable and praiſe worthy in the con- 
duct of a man or of a citizen. Let 
it once take poſſeſſion of our hearts, 
and become the reigning 7 principle of 
our conduct, and we ſhall need no 
ex hortations to juſtice, equity and peace. 
It will be our ſure guide and direc- 

tion: 
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tion : our comfort and ſupport It will 
compoſe: and harmonize all our ſecret 
diforders, - and tender every action of 
our lives uſeful and honourable in the 
fight of all men. He who, without 
this- bleſſed principle, affecis the name 
of Patriot, at once betrays his clan 
deſtine purpoſes: and he who boaſts 
honourable name into the mean ſigna- 
ture of à faction. If we be indeed ſen- 
fible :-of the ineſtimable goodneſs of 
God in bringing us to the light of 
true religon, let us walk as children of 
light. This is the only true and un- 
ſeigned-/ expreſſion. of thankſgiving to 
the father of mereies, for feſcuing our 
church and realm from the tribulation 
of former days: this is the only means 
of ſrenring and perpetuating his ble 
fing to us and to our . e W unn 
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| SERMON XXVIIE, 25 

Mou unto him that is able to keep 
jou from falling, and to preſerve you 
« faultleſs before. the preſence of his glory 
« with exceeding Joy, To the only wiſe God 
e our Saviour, be glory and majeſty, do- 
« minion and power, both now and ever. 
% Amen.” Jude, 24, 25. 
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Preached at the Vifitation of the Dioceſe 
of DuBLiN, 1769. 


1 Sr. PETER, v. part of verſe 2. 


e Gall: 
EA , een 
mind, | 


Ws need not ra informed that the 
work to be undertaken with theſe diſ- 
poſitions, is the nurture of God's flock, 
the inſpection of that family for which 
our Lord was contented to be be- 
trayed, and the guardianſhip of thoſe 
ſouls which were redeemed: by the 
moto blood 
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blood of the Holy One. This it is, 
which the Apoſtle exhorts "thoſe im- 
mediately entruſted with the important 
charge, to purſue with alacrity, with 
ſincerity : and zeal : * Not by conſtraint ;” 

not as ſupporting an official burden 
raſhly or reluctantly undertaken, with 
indifference or diſtaſte ; © but willingly ;,” 
with an affectionate and lively diſpo- 
ſition of the heart: Not for filthy 
% Jucre,” not from - motives! of any 
worldly advantage; not calculating and 
proportioning the labour to the at- 
tainment of any ſuch unworthy ob- 
jects, but of a ready mind: i mind 
deeply poſſeſſed with the excellence | 
and importance of the er and anxi- 
ous for * fucceſs.” 08. HOW 
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ſtrudtion in the word of God, to the 
miniſters of his word; any ſolemn and 
aſſecting exhortation; if as ambaſſadors 
of: Chriſt, they are warned to perſuade 
and to beſeech, as ſhepherds, to lead 
the flock 7 into - wholeſome paſture; as 
ſtewards, to make the due and ſea- 
ſonable diſtributions to their fellow ſer - 
vants ; every precept and every admo- 
nition is directed to this one end, and 
all mcluded in this one thing, a lively, 
ſincere, zealous and affectionate diſpo- 
ſition to the work of the miniſtry. 
This is that 4 gi.“ which it highly 
concerns us all to ir u within 
us z the hearer and the ſpeaker, the 
inferiour and the governour alike, him 
that . planteth and him that -. 
4+ ſteriti; that God, who alone gru- 
„ the: encreaſe;” may pronounce a 
bleſſing both on the labourer and his 
dete 40 off rr oniily dye bs 
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Ax now, with reſpect to this lively 
zeal, and ſincere: ſolicitude for the fſal- 
vation of ſouls; there are two points 
obvious to be conſidered: (and the 
occaſion of our preſent aſſembling calls 
on us in an eſpecial manner to weigh 
them carefully) Firſt, the neceſſity of 
ſuch a diſpoſition, as the ruling prin- 
eiple of every one among us: And, 
ſecondly, the influence of fuch a prin- 
ho veration and 3 


1. b 
we need not that any ſhould: illuſtrate 
or enforce it. We know that we have 
engaged in an employment of the 
greateſt dignity and the greateſt mo- 
ment, that can be aſſigned to man: that 
we ate fellow workers with God, for 
ſen inſtruments in the great and ſtu- 
pendous diſpenſation of mercy: and 
loving-kindneſs; for which the High 
8 . 


and Holy One humbled himſelf to be- 
hold the things that are on earth; for 
which his power was revealed, and his 
m extended over the nations: the 
minds of his choſen illuminated, and 
their mouths taught to utter his ſalva- 
tion; the courſe of nature ſuſpended 
and controuled; and all the works of 
God made to bear witneſs of his mer- 
cies: for which the Son of God aſſumed 
Dee ms and . became 
« abetlient, even to the death: of: the 
Seb that we are his immediate 
followers, who was for a. ** covenant. of 
<, he people, for 4 light 'of the Gentiles ; 
< 10, open_the blind, eyes, to, bring out the 
* _proſoners . from the priſon; and them 
AIC, an darkneſs aut of. the: prijon- 
<<, houſe. : the meſſengers of abe, ſal va- 
tion which is for ever,” of that 
„ 7rqghteou/neſs* which ſhall not © be abo- 
lied, though the heavens. ſhall va- 
wh 2 — een and the earth 
an ; | « - hall 
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«. ſhall, wax: old lile 4 garment: that 
the ſervice to which we are called, and 
to which, we have bound ourſelves and 
all our faculties, by the moſt ſolemn 
vow, is in itſelf ſo intereſting and ſo 
cerns, however «dignified and ennobled 
in the eyes of man, are altogether lighter 
than wanity itſelf, compared with the 
office of diſpenſing the riches of God's 
mercy, of directing and conducting men 
to that eternal kingdom, where all that 
is 'accounted great, noble, important, or 
exalted, among the children of this ge- 
neration, ſhall be uttcrly forgotten, va- 
niſhing at once befure the brightneſs: of 
that gien which fhall be reveated* — 
All chis, I ſay, is too evident to be il- 
luſttated, and too weighty to be en- 
Fee, K #5. donfw. cnn? 
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u and hen turn ous, thoughts inward, 
aud reflect on of. Wa, weakneſs; ang 
unworthineſs,; the beſtiand pureſt among 
us muſt . ſhudder vathe, ableſt of Cod 8 
inſtrumants mut. aſk, with profound 
abaſement, /** Wo: ii ficient for theſe 
+, things #; The flight and. tranſient at- 
tention to our: duty the. formal, or what 
is ſometimes called, tha, decent diſchargę | 
of: its falls ſo : ſuamefully ſhort of e 
145 work gvangeliſt, that we ſhould 
-bluſh at ibel, indulgenss it ſomftimes 
meets. rm men. Not to, feel the live- 
ieft: asl and ardoux, for, this work, the 
utpoſt anxiety; for ;its ſuccels,. * 
geſpica bie an odionm and 2. 7 
ſenſibiſtyn Shame — } 


othe 2utteripg+this plein ofruth.;, but de 
leaſt eien muſt extort it. 
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Heurt. It (GUIs thetefors be frequently 
talk, prefented 10 the inind in every 
vIEW;* and erideſly und attentwely W. 
vhlVed /* tat we ay ies tut pint 
WE withih ud; by whom alone: our 
denne abe elisened- Ad for this 
"Ab fuer fi th engüge your: uten 
on there pirtibulatly to the ſecond 
Point ptopoſet,” the influerce of u ſineert 
Aud lively War Upon our voottlon abd 
| Witeiſtry.” Thus maln ae werdellönce of 
Av prinbiple benaiplayed? fn the fronts 
nch it produces aud ths thalb -we 
Perocſve the reaf dition" bete elle 
a be mepherd dad te Mitlins| fo as to 
GR be lun Enel iu cholbe parüch- 
rs of ffn we are to nder 1 awfol 


5 bunt, in "ths gent G ef che 
ty Lord. i noms ffum ole i 


l 2 ET Herctiy beer: 
- £ 10 == 2 — — U 


- 1 


SR R MON XXIX. 35 
poſes ſuch à previous eonvidion upon 
the teacher himſelf, as operates effoctu- 
ally in forming his life and gonverſa- 
tion. To teach what be himſelf doth 
not believe, or (what is preeiſely the 
ſame, as to. its practical effect) what he 
doth not regard, is ſuch a ſtrain of hor- 
rid hypoeridy, as, we muſt hops is mare 
ly found, But, far from being freed; by 
our} deſtination from the perverſions 
_ and.corraptions- of - humanity, we have 
melancholy; conviction that it is our 
parts egꝗually with our brethren, te be 
guarded againſt the adverſary And 
the miniſter, fineerely folicitous far the 
ſuoceſs of his labonra, poſſeſſes the 
moſt urgent motive te vigilant and 
cautious 1 lifecy,,* I 
+, know, faith. be, that while Fpreach 
to others, I am, myſelf in danger of 

being +..4 e ν“ẽ.˖ But I, f a 
men, muſt take beed to my Wa 

er what ellowfhed bath ele 
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u ner ig ſueouſne p and what com- 
„en hath! Tight with dur ni, And 
<6 afurooorntord hath Crit with Belial?” 
hd "tb! account” for the ſouls of 
ad other; as wel} as my o-] ˖ and 
e to ther wretehed foul! of mine, 
Hound prove ut offence ard Alm. 
<bling-bloeck E muſt engage the - 

av durable attention of men: 1 muſt 
<:eoneftinte their affections: I muſt la- 
Gu Hor their verenbe. Byery bac- 
* ion of! my ſiſe muſt be du) Weighed, 
Hand Setry ifleident: delibefutely osniſt- 
«ered! What may be lawful to mati 
Lis 266 me. totally iherpedient ; for Lam 
to Gefer to che Ghinfos, xhe pre- 
Adicks, and even the innecent efrours 
of. Hoſe around me. Thus A juſt 
and mettre concern for the wörk in 
e ee are engaged, will prove dt 
onét dur potwverful incitement and ſure 
direction. How Will tis action uffect 
Nn What ſhall be its "influence 


2 0 upon 
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| upon dur doctrine? What reception ſhall 
it procure the teacher? What deferenee 
to his inſtruction? What | weight: ſhall 
it give to his exhortation ; What force 
to his reproof Such is the ſelf-ex- 
amination which becomes the minifſet 
of the Goſpel. I dwoll upon: therim- 
portant object, fbr feel the melanchaly 
mind.. tro1fog 00 bn 455 
<66vbs hams off Abies Jad: monk 
Lerous now fconfider how the fame 
principle will operate on the diſcharge 
- of our miniſteriall office: / |» Of this, the 
moſt generally obſervable parts are, of- 
ſoring up the prayers of the congrega- 
- tiow;and the public handling of the 
word by inſtruction and exhortation. 
21 10 d ff) noqu 19315 Hi Viflinlen 
W know that there isnt amore 
affecting object upon earth, athan an 
aſſetably of the faithful, pouring forth, 
beſote the throtie of grade, their joint 
22/0419] ſup- 
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ſupplications and praiſes, With humility 
and fervent piety. But we know our 
Wieakneſs and wauderings; how ſin and 
vanuity ſteal upon our thoughts; how 

wild ſuggeſtions and fantaſtical conteits 
fotde their way upon our moſt ſolemn 
engagements. Our religious eſtabliſſi- 
went, we know, boaſts a liturgy the 
moſt edifying and affecting, both in or- 
der and compoſition. But we alſo 
know, that amidſt the manifold ad van- 
tages of an eſtabliſned form, over the 
beſt and moſt intelligent of extemporary 
devotions, eſtabliſhed Forms: are yet al- 
moſt neoeſſarily ſubject to one inconve- 

nienoe g that of degenerating, by daily 
tepotition, into a lip-ſervice. And there- 
fore theoman zealouſſy affected 10 his 
miniſtry will enter upon this part of it 
* ghia own mind fixed and collected, to 


awnken the indifferent, to animate the 
languid, and to oonfirm and aſſiſt the 
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ſcrious and devout. From hic, Ve 
never hear the moſt folemn,, devgtions 
giddily and carclelaly | delivered the 
moſt afſecting expreſſiane of. gontrition 
and abaſement uttered. with a flippant 
and ſelf- ſufficĩent caſe z the moſt , ex- 
alted ſtrains of rapture and adggation 
debaſed hy a caldneſs and inſenſihility 


of utterange. He engages. the attention, 
not by any affected refinement, but hy 


that ſeriouſneſs and devout ſolemnity 
Which expreſs a due ſenſe of the, office 
be is diſcharging :, be engageg the affec- 
ions, not by any nngatual and .cxtra- 
vagant emotion, but hy diſcovering. a 
mind awfully and devontfly affected; he 
ferls. and — feel, 
* to whom he nabe kalt 
above all things, he, never; entertain 2 
-thqught {p.. frivolous. as that this part 
of the miaiſterial, aeg B; not, ſpited 
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may 
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muy poſſeſs: or that the nobleſt em- 
5 of à Goſpel - miniſter is to be 


pe 


to thoſe. 1 
— — his order. aifza?) Noam 


gn e AW, bn nem a bas 
"In his public inſtruction the ſame | 
Zealbus concern for the falyation of 
Tul is equally” "diſtinguiſhable, and 
equally productive e the happieſt of- 


Was nana afro: mn vid 1011 
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bre rar © preaching; and this by 


very perſon engaged in the miniſtry, 
Was not indetd in the intention of thoſe 


yho firſt modelled our reformed Church. 


It is needleſs to mention by what meats 
"ths practice was eftablithed : nor is it 
but part tö determine whether another 
mode of inffröction might ſometimeb be 
auſcfully ntlyTubſtituted in its 
place. We are bound t6 give it alf the 
adbantsge i our power: and the prad- 
ich- is 2 1 
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on us, that it öbliges us, even from our 
firſt admiſſion to the miniſtry, to ſtudy 
our religion with the greater diligence. 
Hence, the diſcourſes of our divines 
which have been given to the public, 
contain ſuch à treaſute of Chriſtian 
knowledge; inſtruction ſo clear, convio- 
tion ſo powerful, exhortation ſo ſpirited; 
and yet ſo temperate; in 2 word, 4 
 Hitem of belief and practice ſo rational, 
ſolid and edifying, as no other church, 
as yet, could ever boaſt. In theſe great 
muſter-builders we ſee the influence of 
an enlightened” and well directed zeal 
for the edification of God's people; and 
he who is actuated by the ſame” prin- 4 
ciple, Will follow"their ſteps; draw fm 
che ſame ſouroe, and apply to the ſame 
purpoſe. He will not drag on the 
-hravy interval allotted to his teaching, 
in a cold and lifeleſs, faint and langudd 
ex expoſition of unatfecting matter, deli- 1 
vered with; an unaffecting indifference ; 

deluding 
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Aeloding the expecdations of his flock, 
by the ſhadow of inſtrudtion. He knows 


not the contemptible affectation of rar 


pel he ig to preach. He doth not con- 
vert the two-edged. ſword of the word 
into a weapon of parade and ineffectual 
glitter: diſgracing what is greateſt and 
Jovelieſt by the frippery of falſe learn- 
ing 3 and prattling what is awful and 
affecting in the quajnt phraſes of the 


veſinement, or his liberal intercourſe. 
Nor doth: he contaminate the word of 
truth by an abſurd mixture of what is 


the imaginations of the ignorant; while 


| S bee and the pi- 
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ineſfectual; by. ſuffeting their minds to 
be poſſeſſed by the miſerable ambition 
of diſplaying them, inſtead of a noble 
ſolicitude for the welfare of the flock. 
And for the comfott and encoutagement 


of thoſe who are conſcious of weakneſs 


and imperſection, let it be conſidered, 
that unequal to this part of out office 
as we may be, yet, with hearts warmed 
with a deſire of doing good, wre can- 
not prove uſeleſs inſtructors: for while 
ve ſeriouſly attend to the real purpoſe 
- of this miniſtry, while we labour for 
this, and only this, our defects will be 
in ſome ſort fupplied by our intentions ; 


_ - the: things which we. deliver will ſup- 


port themſelves, and require neither art 


Inor ornament to ecommend them. 
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On, however leſs acceptable may be 


our labouts in this place, God hath diſ- 
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withheld from us the powers and "op- 
portunities of edification. The tender 
mind and dawning underſtanding are to 
de formed and cheriſhed : the doarines 
of che Goſpel ure to be conveyed to 
them with care, with patience, with in- 
dulgenoe; ¶ precept upon precept, and line 
pon line, lere 4 little, and there a 
Inti. And the zealous paſtor muſt 
ſurely eſteem this an honorable: as well 
an veſſential part of * miniſterial 
labour. : nini oo dvoiq on 
Soc f £53903 03 685% tanzt v7 


204 Bur amidſt all the aQivity: and ener- 


y oß his public miniſtry, amiũſt all tbe 


diligence, ſincerity and freedom, meek- 
neſs and boldneſs of his pri vate inſtrue- 
tion, à ſincere: and ardent: ſolicitude 

for. the ſalvation of ſouls is: never diſ- 


played to more illuſtrious advantage, 


than at the bed of the ſinner labour- 


Aung under the. viſitations of the Almighty. 


1oAlas! this is ino place for tho cold or 
bladdtivr precipitate 
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precipitate repetition of a few formal 
de votions : the ocaſion is too urgent, 


the danger too imminent: the con ſoi- 
ence to be probed with a tender, yet a 
ſirm aud maſterly caddreſs; without, any 
flattering: condeſcenſions, or indulgent 
| deceit» and both the terrourg and the 
mercies of the Lord, if ever, to he diſ- 
played in the moſtiſtriking and ig ſfacting 
view Here, if weche careleſs and n ndiſ- 
ferent. We are caroleſs and indifferent ſito 
an immortal ſoul, juſt on the point f 
appearing before ale; judgment feat. 
God forbid that We ſheuld need, tbr 
awakened to the faithful and affegiunatt 
diſchurge f this momentuous part of gur 
1 bite} nous 10 mei 


Iss ban'oonslfers * 


_ us, in the laſt i place; conſider how 
this ae ſor the) falration of fouls will 
operate with: reſpec to thoſe 5; fhatdre 
len- 20 b aufe 
110) i e ee not 2 — m | 
dudugq Ix | 
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thoſe, by whoſe hands our miſſion is 


but che pureſt und moſt religious motives, 
| Ju dis hs ” = this: a | 14 t t Rt Por 
us; it is ſuffcient to obſerve that this pe- 


I this land, where our miniſtry is to 
bs exerciſed, too conſiderable a majority 
of inhabitants are eſtranged from our 


_ eolfithuniion, or adverſaries to our doc- 


tine. And were I to addreſs myſelf to 


conveyed,” I ſhould think it my duty to 
deelare that this ſituation demands an 


extriordinary and moſt ſcrupulous atten- 
tion in appointing to the cure of ſouls: 

1 ſhould, by God's grace, boldly denounce, 
chat God will judge thoſe with a tremen- 
aus judgment who are directed by any 


culiarity of ſituation ſhould enliven our 


bind nl as ai rA 
A to our proteflant brethren of the 


"Neparation,” our zealous concern for the 


pious diſcharge of the miniſtry vill not 
want its effects on them. When in our 


1 55 public 
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public ordinances © a/l things! ate . dur 
to ehm, they will either be grado- 
ally reconciled to our communion ; or, 
at leaſt; will think fa vourably of it, nat 
with-mere charity hut witli brotherly . 
ſecdtion; and demean themſelves with 
that kindneſs toward us, and reverence 
to our office, "which becomes the profel- 


ſors of che ſume teligion- God Knows 


16/44" grievous and afflicting that there 
ſhould. be any ſeparation among \thoſe 
who ha ve one common cauſe to ſupport, 
and ot common ctemy to guard againſt. 


La ee my brethren, maiiifeſt» (atid if 
Any ef thoſe Who vow hear moravceſ- 


-trangetl from of doctrine and diſciphar, 
Ilisetude them all in this endearingmame, 
and in the ſpirit df chriſnan ineckneſs 

L erhört them all to manifeſt) that we 

are not, as we are ſometimes ſaid to be, 

politieat factiom, but ſincere and religious 
followers of our particular judgments: 
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48 SER MON XXIX 
chriſtian principle, how to wall worthy 
« of tlie vocation wherewith” wen are 
©. called,” let us learn from dhe noble, 
the lovely precept, of him hg in re- 
Fgious knowledge and chriſtian zeal ex- 
ceeded-all merely human; teachers; from 
St. Paul himſelf. Mith all lowlineſs, (thus 
be direcie us) and mectnęſe, with. Jong 
« ſuffering; forbearing one: another in love! ; 
ri in tlie bond of peares. 

roo os. ln nom mod ont οαν en ogue 

As to unbelievers and gainſayem ag 
truſt we ſhall not often ha ve ocœaſion to 
-encounter theſe. Poſſibly we may have 
morę to fear from indifference and in- 
ſenſibility, than from | perverſe, ſpeculs- 
tion. I truſt at leaſt that we ſhall lever 
haye the cνrage to repel the, ſoora pf 
the diſputer, andi ever o be prepared. to 
gm ban; anſwer 1:49 eue nan thai 
geh n regſan of the, hope that in in 
Vun! + Wich-the-capfiomed infidel, in- 
deed, 


eite 
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deed, our intercourſe would be Pöpelet ; 
It i is his charaQer to _ deſpiſe inftraQion. 


"TXETE: 


ſtill retain” that ahi and reverence. 
which always attend a fincere cal "fo 
their falvation, however Weir 1 wi 
be not "tonformable' to Gül per 
maf on.” A arty” 6 Mon... * 


EIS 0: mn il r bas 3 ure 


Br 0 danger to our r Hock 18 at Tait 
more frequent from [ano er quarter. 
Popery, that terrible corruption 8 gur 
religion, by Which de ſee” fo" m 
wretched fouls ſubdued t to hob anc 
lavery, is laid to have "made dtbadfül 
inroads on us. "Surely the bare "Cufpicion | 
of Tuch danger is ſufficient to alarm the 
moſt inaktenlive. What f particular urls 
of conduct mould be Pate to'guard | 
again it; what managenient to render | 
the Holy Ser ptures more fam Bilar to the, 
weaker 12 M informed * Fe ke r Hh 
fbcks F What Modes of h y and whole- 3 
Vor. II. 88 ws ſomg 
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ſome. inſtruction, zeal and diligence may 
deviſe, both for the young and the a- 
Galt; what authority or perſuaſion the 
cl puter may employ to prevent 
thoſe dangerous connexions of of marriage 
bete tween perſons of different communions, 
at leaſt to prevent the diſmal effects of 
2 on the wretched.  off- 


FTpring,—theſe and the like particulars 


muſt be left to the integrity of his heart, 
and the ſeriouſneſs of bis attention, 


s - = 
180 0 nofng 


Nos doch it frem. leſs difficult to 
"decide how his zeal may- be moſt effeQu- 
ally d directed to the conyerſion of ſouls 
from popiſn darkneſs. Were the minds 
"of, thoſe he is to work on leſs inacceſ- 
able to inftruQion, were civility and infor- | 
mation diffuſed more generally through- 


out our land, the taſk might be caſier, 
| "and the ſucceſs more extenſive. | But the 


n fincerely zealous paſtor. will diſtinguiſh 


between difficulty. a and | impoſſibility : And 
1 while 


2910 82% 


ano 4 TH 


8 ERM ON XXIX. 51 


while he exerts his endeavours with: pru- 
dence and fidelity, will wait the . 
re chende God ru f #1 66þ 19A 


{EIT 
1 Ir ſaid Ades tans Ss Wan | 
encouragements, which our laws offer to 
conformity, have operated in à manner 
ſufficiently diſtinguiſhable, ' And if men 
are thus induced ſeriouſly to examine the 
profeſſion in which they have been edu- 
cated, to attend, to ſearch, to prove, 
and thus are led to a real con viction f 
their errours, happy will be the effect 
both on our civil and religious inter- 
-efts.: And the faithful and zealous paſ- 
tor hath here a noble opportunity to 
aſſiſt and enforce this ſetious and effeo- 
- tual conviction. He will not be partaker 
of the mockery and hypocriſy of other 
men; and therefore, will be careful to 
introduces a real and well-informed con- 
vert to dur communiori : well informed, 
not indeed in every minuteneſs of theo- 


«LH eg * E 2 | logical” 
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logiral diſpute, but in the ſtrong and 


ſtriking diſtinctions, too plain to be miſ- 
taken, and too important to be ſlightly 


| regarded : he will watch over his ſubſe- 


quent demeanour with care and tender- 
meſs: he will labour, by admonition and 
inſtruction, that the ; reformation of his 
feſſion; and that a pure and - ſcriptural 
communion ſhall appear to have an hap- 
perſtition and ſpiritual tyranny. He will 
not ſpeak comfort to his on indolence, 
by obſerving, that the offspring: of an 
-infincere convert may prove real mem- 
bers of our communion. The grace of 
God may indeed operate, though man 
be faithleſs and careleſs. But inc the or- 


dinary courſe of things nd ſueh conſe- 


quenee can be expected. The child of 
ĩignotance, inſrnſibülity, or inſincerity, 
ſhall have neither precept nor example 
to form him to a better 2 diſ- 
801 24 _ poſition. 
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poſi tion. Nurtured in, indifference he 
ſhall, moſt likely, prove indifferent, un- 
taught, unprincipled.,, And ſuch -profef- 
ſors of our faith can neither ſerve; the 
cauſe of BIOS nor advance the honour 
of God. bag role 3 n 


1 » £ Fy 
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An now, my brethren 1 if 1 have 
thus. far treſpaſſed vpon your patience 
in enforeing the neceſſity, and diſplay- 
ing the effects of a pure and lively zeal 
for the ſeryice © of God's church ; the ſub- 

ject i is of the utmoſt moment. And if 
— needed any collateral motive to re- 
commend it, we might obſerve, that one 
common objection to religious eſtabliſn- 
ments, is, that they tend to tender; the 
miniſtry ſupine, and indifferent, by, the 

eaſe and ſecutity which they afford 
them. Nay it has been but juſt now 
ge aſſertedꝰ, that becauſe of ff th 


Pi Blackburn, bn the prijent fate) 
. 7058 "mm Gredt Britain and Heland. | 
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54 SERMON XXIX. 
% among us hath . waxed cold.” 
We are ſent to the tabernacles of fa- 
naticiſm, to mark * the induſtry of at- 
*| tention, the impreſſions of piety made 
on the diſciples, and the zeal expreſſed 
* for their ſalvation ; circumſtances, ſaid 
5 to be worthy our regard and imitation; 
and a loud call on us of the eſtabliſhed 
8 church to * tale heed to ourſelves” and 
« our doftrine } ” to raiſe a better ſpirit 
S among our people, and to awaken 
both them and ourſelves from the 


. b 


© Number of ſeeularity.” 1 Ro be 


Ir there be reproach, let e 
brethren, labour to* fate away the reproach” 
of our Iſrael: knowing the reward of thoſe 
Wh © abound in the work of ils Lord. 
_ giving ourſelves- wholly" to this thing, 
chat our profiting may appear unto all“ 
being an example of believers, in word, 
„ 7 converſation, in. charity, in ; ſpirit, in 
grants: y faith, 
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« faith,” in purity :” drawing near unto 

God in fervent and conſtant prayer, for 

our ſpiritual governour, for ourſelves, and 

for our brethren, that « the Grace of our 

« Lord” may be © exceeding abundant” 

in our hearts; correcting, enlivening, 

ſtabliſhing, ſtrengthening : for © e per- 

e fefting of the ſaints,” for the work of 

« the miniſtry,” for “ the edifying of the 

« body of Chrift :“ that when the chief 

* ſhepherd fhall appear” we may receiuvfe 
& a crown of glory that fadeth not away.” 5 


„% Now unto him that is able to do eu- 
« ceeding abundantly above all that we aſt 
« or think, unto him be glory in the Church, 
« by Chriſt Jeſus, throughout all ages, 
« world without end!” Amen.“ 
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Brung of turning mary to ee 3 , 
<:{: 1 (A Charity Sermon) | 5 


 Preached at sr. Arx „ Dustin, hs” 
W November 28, i x * 
Aa N. 1 _ A 


e that i 
brightneſs of the firmament : and they 
tat turn many to- righteouſneſs as 'the 
orig, 230: ever and ert. 


— == 
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| . CANNOT more: powerfully. = recom- 
mend. that labour of love to which we 
- at this day invited, than by direQ- 

ing your attention for a moment to 
a declaration of the prophet. He © 


# & 3-4 


in the great day of the Lord, when the 
dead have heard his voice, ſhall. be more 
eſpecially the objects of his grace, and 
pronounced worthy of an extraordinary 
degree of happineſs and glory. By the 
words, . they that be wiſe,” we are not 
to underſtand the men who have ac- 
quired wiſdom to conſine it to their own 
advantage; for (as we find it obſerved 
in the margin of our bible) the original 
may be rendered with more exactneſs 
and . , 0p? who are infiruc- 
TIO: Nn i 1 
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Ir is to IO a 5 ſpitits:then, 
who, in the elevated language of the 
patriarch, are ger to the blind; 
thoſe who, with a fervent zeal d. 
ſervice” of their heaverily father} labour 
0 lighten the ignorant, to reclaim 
= the wanderer, to reſeue the abandoned 
© from fin and miſery; to tear them from 

$1557 e the 
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the path which leadeth to perdition, to 
conduQ them, to ſupport them, to con- 
firm them in the ways of righteouſneſs; 
it is to ſuch faithful ſervants, I ſay, 
that the promiſe of abundant glory is 
revealed. Theſe are the luminaries of 
ſuperiour brightneſs, whoſe honour and 
exaltation are to be gloriouſly diſtin- 
guiſhed, when all that is ſtiled honour, 


and exaltation, and diſtinction, in this 


mortal ſtate, ſhall be utterly effaced and 
. is g 


1 5 in the ſight of God muſt 
that virtue * be, to which ſuch ſplendid | 
promiſes are annexed: and great indeed 

are the value and importance of © furn. 
* ing. many to. righteouſneſs,” or, in other 
words, of a ſincere. and aQive ſolici- 
tude for the ſpiritual welfare of our | 
i fellow-creatures. | 
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ps generous and 2 of thoſe 
prin- 
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principles which nature approves, which 
reaſon recommends, and which it is the 
purpoſe of our Chriſtian . to 
"_ exalt and * | 


Ir implies an ardent val iſe the 
honour of God. and the advancement 
of his ſervice. It approves. the ſince- 
rity of our daily petition, that his will 
* +, may be done on earth, ar in heaven ;” 
ſor it diſcovers an anxious concern for 
the enlargement of God's kingdom, and 
the eſtabliſhment of is n in the, 
hearts of 2 a bn od 
"Ie implies an extenſive and well-di- 
recled bene volence to our fellow - crea- 
tures, a 2 juſt and generous concern for 
their deareſt ' and moſt important” in- 
tereſts. In one Word, it is the perfec- 
tion of Chriſtian Charity; a ptinciple 
ſuperiour to that conſtitutional ſympa- 
thy and compaſſion” which Fivwpt us 
Areolen 5 Jo 


rid 


S E RM ON XXX. 6 


ſo powerfully to 4 the occaſional 
wants and diſtreſſes of our brethren. 
With a ſteady penetration and extenſive 
vie w, it pierces into futurity; with 2 
deep ſenſe of the truly momentous in- 
tereſts of our fellow- creatures, it con- 
ſults tlieir happineſs, when the: 8 
of — hath paſſod h 
cr 11 244201 0 Dir Hog: T7 43091201 
0 Turs + bleſſed piineiple ne vn- 
ee and: ĩs diſcovered in various 
inſtances of | good works, according to 
the talents! of thoſe poſſeſſed with it. 
The powerful and opulent, thoſe diſtin- 
guiſhed by ſtation and abilities, are po- 
culiarly bound to cheriſn it, and have 
peculiar opportunities of diſplaying it. 
God hath appointed them more particu- 
-larly as inſtruments for adv ancing the 
welfare of others, both ſpiritual and tem- 
_ »poralo! He hath entruſted their good 
things for this very purpoſe: yea, and 
un Nana an acedunt of N 
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tant truſt. They —— diſtracted or 
depreſſed by anxiety for the neceſſities 


of the body; they are not called to a 


painful exerciſe of the virtues of pa- 
tience, reſignation, and ſubmiſſion to 
ſorrow, want, affliction and oppreſſion. 
They have leiſure to enlarge and extend 
their views, to conſider the intereſts of 
ſociety, the neceſſities of their inferiours, 
to purſue the means of repreſſing vice, of 


promoting godlineſs, and thus providing 


for the happineſs of their fellow - crea- 
tures, and advancing the honour and 
ſervice of their creator: © But no ſtation 
or condition is ecluded from the power, 
or exempted from the ae of . wy 
for the ſalvation of grad 
ted How modr born inggs . 500 
— is no man a ſi- 
rr this life, but that he can con- 
tribute to inſtruct the ignorant, to guide 
thoſe who are wanderers in errour, to 
turn the 1 8 n diſabedient to the 
erk! 48 — w!/dom 
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« wiſdom of tlie juſt, to counſel, to ad- 
moniſh, to reprove, to confirm the weak, 
to heal the broken hearted, and to com- 
fort the. troubled n | 


ol 
_ 


this ſolicitude for the ſalvation of ſouls 
iſplayed, which, at this time, I am 
particularly bound to recommend to your 
attention; I mean, the reſcuing, the 
young, the helpleſs and the abandoned, 


from ſloth, from ignorance, from profli- 


gacy, from abomination N 

ety i Don r 21 ee | 
. | Loox, round you. 10. the * * 

ritable - inſtitutions crefted- in our coun- 


- turning. many to righteouſneſa, Think 
what numbers of wretches have been 
6 thus placed in the way of ſalvation, by 
a pittance ſpared from the abundance of 
our good things, Imagine the collective 
e of a * ranged before you. 
A f 8 . They 
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They would tell you; that their ſbuls 
were ready to periſh for lack of know- 
ledge, their bodies ready to conſume in 
floth and poverty: that hunger and na- 
kedneſs were the wretched portion of 

ir early days, and before them was the 
horrid proſpect of brutal ignorance and 
ſhameleſs vice; that from this condition 
they were reſeued by the hand of bene 
volence and chriſtian charity: taught 
that beginning of wifdom, the fear of 
the Lord, at a ſeaſon when this wiſdom 
finds the readieſt admiſſion, and finks 


deepeſt into the heart; nouriſhed in the 


words of ſbdund doctrine; difeipitted to 
ſobriety; - regularity” and diligence, ſo as 


to become the | riches and the ornament 


of | ſociety; inſtead of a butden and dif. 
grace: and” the united voice, and thi 
appearance-of ſuch an aſſemblage, would 
be the moſt powerful and affechmg ad- 
vente for our hetle company ef ef- 
1 $139 b9gttz, 1 Bodo dn 10 (bod 
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er 1: ery they Med. e. Aectete, 
ally omitributed ie .the ſouls af 
the poor deſtitute, to add to the general. 
ſtock of thoſe Who have been reſcued; 
from perdition, by a tender care of the, 
helpleſs. and abandoned in our own diſs 
trict. Their numbers have been gradu- 
ally enlarged: the proviſions for their 
welfare gradually enereaſed. They have 
not only been inſtructed : tp render this 


inſtruction more effectual, to-preſerye. it 
from being rendered inefftetual hy the 


ſeduction of evil examples and vitious 


ſolienatiens, they have been ſheſtered in 
an habitation of omfort, ↄrder and tran- 
quillity n fed and preſerved in cheakths 


vigour and Niſoipline; trained andi habi- 


tuatod to honoſt indaſtrys a well U 6; 
a godly; ſonſe and knowledge of their 


religions duties. Vour bounty bath beet 


expended wich the gxncteſt gate, and 
that vigilant inſpection j6nG! friſt /@pons 
Vor. III. | F | nom: , 
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name, who, I truſt; 'hath diſpoſed the . 
_ - earts- of many more „ae * 
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nomy, by which alone, with the graci- 


| ous" bleſſing of Providence; this inftitu- 


tion lizth been enabled to ſubſiſt. We 
ſue to you for a" continuance of your 
bounty; our ſole” dependenee, for a pur- _ 
poſe that hath fully anfwered every rea- 
forable” expeQation. And bleſſed be he 
who hath diſpoſed the hearts of many 
to Begin and to eſtabliſh this work of 
loving kindneſs! And bleſſed be his 


to enlatge and 1 


+ ©» *> 
11 eule fers 
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Ap here T might- i my in 


traeing the amiable features of merey 
afld compaſſion, I might lay before you 
His Ulftbeſſcs'6f ehe forlorn: I might en- 
dsa vouf by ſome affecting repreſentation, 
td Work om that pity and ſympathy im- 


ee the Human breaſt. du hs 
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den and tranſient emotion; it appeals to 
reaſon, to judgment, to experience, to 
reflection, to the calm, deliberate and 
ſteady principle of chriſtian charity. Al- 
lowy me, therefore, to obſerve that "theſe 
times call on us in an eſpecial man- 
ner, if we be really ſolicitous for the 

honour of God and his ſervice, to be 
particularly zealous for every inflitution | 
which promotes the nurture and. inftruc- 


tion of the lower orders of our. ON? 


531 £9715}. 3034008 10 .M! 
WHATEVER may be the complainings 
in our ſtreets at this day; we have cer- 
tainly ſeen the wealth of this kingdom 
remarkably encreaſed, and commerce of 
many kinds extended to a degree for- 

merly unknown. But, unhappily, he | 
bleflings were not duly improved; and 
little wonder, therefore; that we ſhould at 


h S R MON XXX. 
withig, the memorx of maſk of us. made 
rapid. and formidable advanges, A 
coprle. of living hath beet introduged 
(and eyen ſpread through thaſe inferiour 
"bound to. guard againſt the infection) 
| yiterly,upfiiendly to that | chriſtian cave 
WF to dependents and domeſticy. 10ttoc! 


"Pace lnſtrbcion and devo tion are 
duties kolgotten and unknown : Log yet 
we ft to 'wotider, that ſobriety, dili- 
gence and honeſty are rarely to be found 


in our men ſervants. Sy 
eg! wa TIT 4 art £28 I #774 . id 


Box whe W in dhe lumber 
gf. ſellenjoyment, there in an enrmy vis 
gilagt. to ſow: his teres. The/emiffaries 
| Ante sans, they: havelified the head with 
| too gueas. viglanee:!to truth and :decency 
1 agsinſt. the leatned: and: welt inſtindted; 
and what: avaſt Weed rade, 1 5 
the, weak-anth jgnarant Ni od” 
W & 1 "Wa 
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Wr know their iadsfatigable 26al | in 
compaſſing fea' and land to mallk u pro · 
felyt&' And have we" felt no eonies 
quences of vur ſuplneneſs and theit vigle 
lance ? Are we not every day Cotuplainl 
ing of the diſſolute hd pröfligäte Hr the 
lower orders of munkind? Are not bur 
dart overy moment 'Worndcl by thitir 
blaſphothiss and exetrations? 18 Hot the 
peace of eur habitations diſturbeck by 

their drunkenneſs and fidt? Ate not our 
froers ahd highwdys, cut keürerieirts 
and our dwellings, ttpofed "to wietthes 
who lurk in ne vim bbrners td Ipöll the 
innocent? And have not our laws Beth 
frequently obliged to exert unuſual ri- 
Sour agalaſt their outräges 7 Sack" are 
the frtäts ef unteſtrtined profligacy and 
_  hatdeflet ignera ed, together with” that 
 datipeboud! ſyperfitidn; Which teaches to 
FibAbtitts" ferm Eh fEfflons, petlintes 
and abſelutbns, Th (he! plate of "fri - 
new and gte. 
Bn 
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: Exkax proviſion, therefore, for the in- 
lnddon gf the poor in the doctrines of 
integrity, of ſobriety, diligence and true 
religion, is a bar againſt the progreſs of 

theſe. evils: ſo that your charitable con- 
tributions. are at this day: ſolicited for a 
purpoſe no leſs momentous than that of 
Kemming the torrent of corruption, that 
of, ſending forth champions in the cauſe 
of truth. Fot it is no extravagant aſ- 
ſertion, that | each. of thoſe children, 
whom you thus arm againſt the world 
and its dangers, may, in his little ſphere, 
Prove. n wen epos in this ee 
canſe, Ion $4: 8 : 1 A 3 


14 Temas 179X3- £7 bas Ace Nbnaupe 


I, ſeems. e eee * 


poſe, nor improbable to expect, that one | 


of; thoſe, Wach of your preſent bounty, 
of, that, clyitinn: dodrine. here, provided 
for him and repaid. your protection by 
a diligent, an honoſt. and and a chtiſlian 
Ii life, 


59 


S. ERMONI XX. 1 
life, may, in bis declining years, collect 
his children round him, and addreſa them 
in theſe, or ſuch like words pf exhorta- 


den ©. EGI 528 e algid yr egams 


mid I nnd ods did mot bus wort 


_— Apes Gat 
<-hearts of his ſervants, andithey-became. - 
my parents. They taught me the fear 
* of God, in my tender years; they pre- 
ſerved me from the ſla rr of figzyand 
defended me, againſt, the deluſions of = 
ſuperſtition. You reap.the fruits of may 
early habits of induſtry, on you are nn 
deſtitute. You feel the, effects of m 
——— put my ydutk 
have been; conveyed: to u. Teach 
them diligently to. your children, and 
let your children's children ſhare: thecĩar 
H eſtimable bleſſing. Praiſe him who 
+, hath, dealt graciouſly with us. Praife 
him ſor thoſe benefactors whole, ſeaſ- 
+, onable, charity hath, been the nn 
+ all our comfort. 


Tavs, 


1 e< 
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nes, my brethren, ſhall the generas 
nen yet unborn bo fed and warmed and 
ma %, by that mall portion of good 
ſtow, and for which the bleſſing of him 
thist w eddy” de pern cometh upon 
vou, and thenwidew'n heurt is at this 
moment Raging fer Joy. ann : 7 0s ? 
no! may mba yo ai. bod 1 ? 


:Bysur ehtimatd aſſembly, collected in 


he heuſd ef God in in Tome ſort an 


teme ef humag lift: We are here 
Anisguiſhed by our feveraF fals, con- 
Atticus dad dovupetions; fich and poor, 
noble and widignified, in vations degrees 
6f-orainentE(and fubord nation. To the 
poor, we cannee plead the cauſe of the 
poor, but wh reluctance: et few; it 
n to be hoped; | there are, who! cannot 
ſpars ſome pittante to thd good work of 
this day. And God loeks not to the 
n wn em. ry 

Salk 
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fouls he hath ſatisfied” with abundance, 
will, 1 truſt, demonſtrate upon this oc- 
caflon, that the gracious giver is not 


forgotten, nor tlie gracious Purpoſes for 
9 he hath beſtowed his a wee 


© 015809 1% 


Bye appearing i in EE ten A they 
in effect profeſs, that they are not to be 


ranked with thoſe inconſiderate ſpirits, 
and hardened hearts, that are equally i in- 


es, 


the. nne af Athol e 


they acknowledge that their good things 
are not to be entirely devoted to ſelf- 
etijoyment': ſuch perſons, therefore, we 
may juſtly hope, will be chearful givers. 
Nor are our expectations leſs from thoſe 
Won God hath placed in the middle 
 — Slot 10 ensdqio 87 


2 lig 50 gl 16; bar id vun οονο j 
ee brethren, ſometimies imitate 


tho ou, and vie with the luxury 
55 6 
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of our ſuperiours. Let us this day imi- 
tate their loving - kindneſs, and vie with 
their well - directed bounty. We know 
the evils which proceed from the want 
of timely nurture, and early habits of 5 
induſtry and religion; for our conditions: 
and occupations give us conſtant op- 
portunities of obſerving cbem. Nor — 
we ſo far removed. from the gene! eral 
dangers and diftreſſes of 3 Eyes as to 


IS YES SS 


ſhut our eyes and bearts nol e 0 
our inferiours. 3 Bye ” 


- 1 4 „ 1 N 
2922 912 24 a 34 LI - 24118 — 4 


Dt ee 1 att ee eee een S115 
Warn we look round through; the ſe- 
infirm, for the vretch bereft 10 of reaſon, 
for the woman labouring in travail, for 
the orphans of thoſe who have ſerved 
their country by land or ſea, for all the 


numerous calamities to which this life is 
expoſed, me! find the very foundations of 


moſt 


10 
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moſt of theſe owing to the generous 
and humane attention of the middle or- | 

b . 5. 1 2 K 

I- n diſtreſs, or any new 
devices for relief of the diſtreſſed, call 
forth the. ſpirit of merey and charity; we 
find them firſt to approve themſelves ö 
zealous in provoking one another to 


love and to good works. On occaſions "ey 


like the preſent, where have we found 
the moſt liberal contributions? Where 
have the collections borne the greateſt 
proportion to the abilities of thoſe who 
communicate? In ſuch congregations | 
(for the truth muſt be acknowledged) as | 
are compoſed of men,, whom God bath 
placed in the es orders af life... 10 


10 2011 272 i bas. : bart tuo 


Po theſe, NF TILA apply with 5 
chere and confidence, nd leſs than a 
to Nn N And frum all ; 

of 
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of every order, we look for that libera | 

lity by which all who are mereiful after 

their power ſhall be equally. accepted in 

the Ml God. 

wat ? whe | > 'y <4 3 

[! 10 W of _ contracted and 

unchtiſtian ſpirit which ſome wen bring 

with them into the houſe of God; even 

upon occaſions like the preſent.  Some- 


+, thing they come refolved to cotitribiite, 


dut it is from decency, froim coitipliance 
with the importunity of their neighbour, 
or ſome worldly motive.  Theſs chari- 
table" inflitations are not, poſſibly; con- 
ducted agreeably to their notions of pro- 
| pricty.” "hey do not ptodiice fo 'ntuch 
Seed as they expeQ.” But theſe notion 
of propriety may be lightly and crrond- 
ouſly formed; and theſe ben of 
good may be unreaſbnable and extrava- 
pant. If eſtabliſhments of this kind 
[emit af improvement, ſueh improve- 


10 | ment 
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ment muſt be derived, not from a con- 
wibution made gtudgingly or af neceſ- 
fity, but from chearful, bountifnul and 
zealous givers, ſuch as God loveth and 
man bleffeth. And when we have done 
good cffaQs are fecret, gradual, not gla- 
permanent, and important, unleſs: the 
intereſts of ſociety, and the ſalvation of 
W Wager e N ng od 


_ we bed, dy woe affeRers 
of diſcernment and penetration, Theſe 
* 'exhortetions are but of courfe; the 
+ -ufual, repeated, formal language of the 
place. We have determined on the 
meaſure of our bounty, and it is pre- 
fumption ta erpect that we could be 
4 influenced: to encreafe/ it.” Have you 
 Indeed:determined ? I truſt then uc have 
not called in your appetites, your paſ- 
mo, your pride, your vanity, your 


3 
4 love 
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love of riches, or your love of pleaſure; 
as your counſellors. In vain could we 
encounter theſe by the voice of a mi- 
ſerable creature: but it is not the voice 
of à miſerable creature that now calls 
upon.you—lt is the voice of our Hea- 
venly Father and Maſter: It is the voice 
of our Redeemer, who laid down his life 
for us; Who in return for mercies un- 
utterable, demands, and will accept our 
bounty to the leaſt of theſe his brethren. 
In his name, and by his authority, do 
theſe little ones now ſtand before you, 


and lift their hands for protection. To 


your hearts, to your conſciences, to your 
reaſon, to your. religion, we commend 
| Mie ie Ante 

11 now, os lo, unite ich 
me I beſeech you in one fervent appli- 
cation to the father of the fatherleſs.: | 


* 
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* Gracious and merciful Lord God, 
ſtir up, we beſeech thee, the wills of 


thy faithful people] Enliven our affec- 
tions | Accept our charitable endea- 
vours ! And, while theſe tender plants 
are watered by our bounty, do thou 
vouchſafe the due encreaſe, to thy own 
glory, and to our falvation, through 
* Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
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Chriſtian's Duty to Offenders, 


% 


PREACHED AT THE 
CHAPEL in LEESON-STREET, DUBLIN, 


BEFORE THE 
GOVERNESSES anp GUARDIANS 
OF THE | 
A 
F O XX 


PENITENT WOMEN, 
On SUNDAY the 12th of MARCH, 1775. 
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Publiſhed at the Requeſt of the Fice-Patrongſſs 
| Governeſſs and Guardians of the Charity. 
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The Right Rev. Docror William Newcome, 
Lord Biſhop of Offory ; 


From E Rebel) to an amiable private (dernde 
And a diflinguiſhed Attachment to 


The Intereſts of Religion and Learning, 


This E R MO N 
{ Publiſhed at the Requeſt of that Meeting in which be H 
15 inferibe, 

By his Lordſbip : affedtionate 
And moſt obedient Servant, 


THOMAS LELAND. 
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The! Chryfhian's Duty" to Offenders,” 


Preached: at the Chapel i in es re. 
DvuBLIN, before the Governeſſes and Guan 
dians of the Asylum for penitent Women, 
an a the 12th of And, 17. 


* 7 7 
177 


* 
; . 
1 . 
— 
7 
of " 1 * 
\ x 1 
N — 
— 
* 
. 


x Taovatonrans, __ v. verſe! 14, 


; ef 13% "Cd v 1 3 


We ne brethron;/ wer, 


are unruſy; comfuùrt © the 
| Support the *. be patiem undd u 


bY | 
Men. 


* * 
th ” * tha 4 
4 - , 
' - « . 1 


1 : * 
* . "+ 5 — aA. ” - + , ee 


2 % 
= 


FFF 


1 I 8 Ph ag is, 1 


. 


truly amiable. ſpirit of 6briſtianity-. It 
points out our duty to offending brethren, 
clearly. and . forcibly : a duty, which the. 
7 place 
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place and purpoſe of our aſſembling na- 
turally recall to our attention. Nor can 
1 more effectually repgmmend, that labour 
of love to which we are this day invited, 

than by dwelling for a while upon the 
precepts of the toxt, and leading you to 
reflect upon their _m” and conſe- 
: quence. * * on 


— * - 
A 3 "I N . 
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« We exhort pu, er 8 ns the 
apoſtle. We urge it as your bounden 
duty, as an eſſential part of chriſtian 
charity, warn them that are unruly.” 


Look not with indifference on, thaſe who 
walk unworthy of their yocation : be ſo- 


licitous-and. zealous for. reforming them; 
Abhaxr. their vitious practices; and ſhrink 
em every the moſt diſtant danger of 
pollution; hating even the garment 
« ſpotted by the fiſh.” But conſider the 
value of an immortal ſoul:* Think for 
what glorious purpoſes the offenders were 
created and redecmedl. Of fome have 
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© compaſſion, making. a difference," diſtin- 
guiſhing their ſeveral. degrees of puilt] 
and treating them with" the lenity or ſe- 
ycrity ſuited to their different eiteum- 
ſtances. But condeſcend even to the 
profligate; diſplay before them all their 
vileneſs and danger; preſs” them with 
the terrouts of the Lord; ſoſten them 
with the recolleQion of his mereies; em- 
ploy every motive, improve every cit- 
cumſtance that may pierbe them with # 
ye diſcover a zcalous concern” for" the 
glory of God; a benevolent attentibr ts 
the moſt "momentous intereſts of your 
for their honour and” exaltation, ' and 
happincſs, when alt that is called' Honour; | 
and exaltation, and happineſs, in this 
world, hath — Hike d. moin 
cloud. oh 7; nan £2? 
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ful ſenſe of guilt, are naturally con- 
founded and diſmayed ; their minds diſ- 
tracted, their thoughts diſſipated, their 
terrours violent, with no determined 
| purpoſe, no praſpect of relief, no re- 
ſource c77OF 7 conſolation, but “ 4 fearful 
<« looking for Judgment. But to lit- 
tle purpoſe have we laboured, if the 
offender be awakened to a feeling of 
his danger, merely to confound and diſ- 
md; touſe them from deſpon- 
dency 5535 from terrour and diſtraction ; 
point out their true ſource of -conſola- - 
tion; affectionately entreat them to put 
away the evil of their daings; remind 
them, that although: therr | fins be as 
8. ſcarlet, they ſhall become as white as 
% ſnow ;” that the Lord will have ner 
«cy zepon hir Micted; and that Chriſt 

is „ the propitiation for their fins.” 
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Tur wounded ſpirit is thus healed and 
enlivened; and the tranſgreſſor, duly en- 
couraged and directed, will ſeek that re- 
conciliation which he finds not yet deſ- 
perate; and labour to obtain that pardon, 
which, he learns, the long-ſuffering of 
God is ſtill ready to beſtow. And bleſſed 
be that loving-kindneſs which is thus 
ſucceſsfully employed in the ſalvation of 
ſouls! Vea, and great is their reward, 
and glorious their diſtinction in the day 
of the Lord, who thus W os 
* e te ** 


Bor hb law of chien Heat is not 
yet fulfilled. The ſtate of thoſe, who 
have juſt ceaſed to do evil, and are now 
learning to do well, is oftentimes a ſtate 
of dangerous and bitter conflict. Re- 
turning ſinners, how ſincere ſoever, and 
lively in their repentance, have till their 
depravities to ſubdue; are ſtill to con- 
tend againſt the force of habit; and ha- 
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bit. doth not yield at once to conviction 
and reflection. In à path to which they 

have been unaccuſtomed, they cannot 

walk ſecurely— They are, therefore, flill | 
the objods of compaſſion. We are to 
* fſpport the weak.”— We are to regard 
their caſe, as that of a friend juſt reſ- 
eued from a dangerous and waſting ma- 
lady. The virulence of the diſorder may 
be ſubdued; but langour and danger 
ſtill remain. We are every moment to 


- opprehend a relapſe, and to guard againſt 


it by a ſcrupulous caution, and regimen 
apparently ſevere. Appetites may be 
craving, and deſires irregular; but ilieſe 
muſt he obſtinately controuled. Indut- 
gence might prove a ſnare even to the 
ſtrong; but muſt be fatal to the wretch 
juſt ſnatehed from death. It is therefore 
a neoeſſary part of chriſtian charity to 
guard, to aſſiſt, and to ſupport thoſe 
who ſtill labour under the remains of 
ſpiritual malady; to attend them with 
| an 


3 
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n, affeQionate gare, to ſecure them 
againſt 
lead 


the danger. of falling away, to 

hem gently and cautiouſly to a full 
Bo ns from ſtrength to ſtrength, une 
til they be enabled to walk in the full 
vigour and PR of the de. 


ö A 144 


An au in his 5 of com- 
paſſion to the. oftending, we are to“ be 
* patent. towards all men.” —We- are. to 
proceed in the ſpirit of that heavenly en- 
demment, which, . Hereth lang, aud is 
4 hind,” which. * hopeth all things,” and 
6 endureth all things. i” temperate, indul- 
gent, and affectionate; not readily pro- 
voked, nor lightly, diſcouraged, diligent 
in our endea vours, calmly waiting the 
event; faithful to our duty -of © planting” 
or of © watering,” but ever bearing in 
mind that it is. God.: which giveth the 
| « epcreaſe ;” and. paticgtly; expecting the 
n of - his ſpirit The deprevity 
Wen [bg grie vaus: bat we, 


Gaia) miſcrable 


gt SERMON XXXI. 
miſerable offenders, muſt bear with this 
depravity. We ourſelves, alas! are 


eminent examples of the long-ſuffering 


of God: in us, it would be hideous in- 
ſolence not to be long - ſuffering to our 
brethren, Sinners may be weak, igno- 
rant, irreſolute or obdurate; ſo that the 
fincereſt and moſt ardent folicitude for 
their reformation. may frequently prove 
unſucceſsful. But our hopes are not to 
be reſigned, nor our efforts relaxed by 
diſappointment. The good derived from | 
them may not always correſpond. with 
our expectations: but our expectations 
may be unreaſonable: and the ſmalleſt 
portion of good produced is infinitely 
WW „ ee . e ie 
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Svch is the duty of a Chriſtian to his 
offending © brethren.” For T have endea- 
voured to deliver the doQrine of the 


ger puny and ingenuouſiy, without 


0 won ſtraining 
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ſtraining or adapting it to any particular 


purpoſe. 1 might have conſidered this 
duty more extenſively ; pointed out the 
perſons more eſpecially obliged to prac- 
tiſe it; the circumſtances in which it is 


particularly to be exerciſed ; the rules of 


chriſtian prudence by which it ſhould be 
regulated ; and the fervour of religious 
zeal with which we ſhould diſcharge it. 


But the preſent occaſion admits only of 


this plain detail ; and I truſt it will plead 
forcibly in favour of the charitable in- 
ſtitution we are now invited to ſup- 


port. 2 


Ir 8 nil Tins of this 1 cannot 
always ſeek and warn the unruly, the 
wretched objects of their care need no 


warning. Infamy, and poverty, and mi- 
ſery have been their  inſtruQors. Re- 


jected and forlorn, afflicted and unpitied, 


| crouching under the heavy burden of 


iniquity, they pour out their tears before 
; theſe 


2 
* 
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theſe doors for refuge Snatch us goa” ; 
«*perdition ; cover us from reproach; 


© fave us from the horrid conſequences 
of our miſdoings.” When anguiſh and 


remorſe utter fuch piercing cries, would 


to 'God ! the conductors of this charity 
could Ep their n to pegs © . 
tent. | 


So many as they have been! enabled 
to Teveive;—and their hümber cannot 
be deemed inconſiderable, unleſs we form 
our judgments from the ſimilar inſtitu- 


tion of a neighbouring kingdom, in opu- 


lence greatly our ſuperiour, in benevolence 
ſarpaſfed by none — So many, I ay, as 

they have been enabled to receive, have 
here found refuge from ſin and ſorrow : ; 
a refoge originally deviſed and proyided ö 
by a zealous and fleady principle of | 
loving Kindnefs, not diſcouraged by the 


cautious and ſevere,” not diſconcerted by 


„„ 


uy Tevity of heedlefs cenſure, or the 
—_ 4 | _ wanton- | 
| oy | 'S 
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wantonneſs of ſcorn and ridicule. And 
happily; the friends of this eſtabliſhment 
are now enabled to filence all cold and 
captious objections by the uncontrouled 
force of facts; all ſurmiſe, ſuſpicion and © 
ſpeculation, og: the irreſiſtible TIA 
of ne. | „ 


WIr the PALL I! have WEE 
they have executed their chriſtian deſign : 
while the timid have foreſeen number- 
leſs dangers and inconveniences, they 
have neglected and refuted their forebo- 
dings. They ſaid, with the wiſe man, 

« He that objerveth the wind hall not ſow, 
and he that regardeth the clouds all not 
<« reap,” They caſt their bread upon 
the waters with a patient confidence, 
hoping and waiting the effect of their 
pious cares. They have inſtructed thoſe 
who felt but their temporal miſeries, and 
knew not the depths of wretchedneſs to 
"which they had been plunged: en- 
1639 lightening 
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teaching the inſenſible and uninſtruct - 


dd to ſee and know the ſhamefulneſs of 


*forted. thoſe feeble · minded who felt and 


doubted of the poſſibility of a recovery. 
They have diſplayed before them the 
treaſures of God's mercies; recalled and 
conducted them to the paths of purity 


«. hands” and . the feeble knees ;” taught, 


exhotted, watched, reproved, entreated, 


encouraged, given them new thoughts 
and affections, trained them to new ha- 
bits: and in this . patient continuance in 
« well doing,” have borne with the for- 
ward, the obdurate, and the back - ſliding; 
not diſcouraged by ſome inſtances of ill 
ſucceſs; knowing the force of depravity; 
and bleſſing God for the far greater num- 
ber who have fully. repaid their labours, 
by that lively repentance and ſteadfaſt 


abhorred their odious degradation, but 


lightening. } their underſtandings, and | 


— 
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refotmation, Which oftentimes ſucoced 
the moſt deplorable and appafently teſ- 
Ow RENTING a Id aud lee 


11h ban , obmilo}. Bag e (vt be: 18 £3891 -» 
_ there ie chuiſfion charity, ſurely 
theſe are its genuine effuſions. If thoſe 
ſouls which Chriſt purchaſed be of va- 
lue, then is this work worthy: of the 
creature, and precious in the es 
Gol vioduoarioar £ an Ae 1 
zo 8b 28 . A  avroliot 160% 148 8 
-SoME. former advocates. for this inſti 
tation have employed their abilities in 
encountering objections, and attempts to 
depteciate it. This is indeed honoura- 
ble to their zeal and ſolicitude for ob- 
viating every poſſible ſuggeſtion of the 
weak, the rigid, or diſingenuous; but, I 
truſt, can ſcarcely, now, be deemed ne- 
ceſſary for the fair and reaſonable en- 
_ lquirer.; Good God! ſhall we be told 
that vice will be encouraged by a ſcheme. 
for reſtraining and reforming it? That 
Vol. III. H female 
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female weakneſs will be ſeduced, not by 
; gaiety and flattery, not by viſions -of 
pleaſure, but by a diſtant proſpect og 
. tears, and ſighs, and ſolitude, and diſci- 
pine, and tolb, and penitente ? Shall we 
de gravely. aſſured, that notwithſtanding 
every proviſion for the broken and con- 
trite heart, yet numbers ſtũll continus 
hardened and abandoneg ? Alas.) this is 
an undeniable and a melancholy truth 
But what follows? Are we therefore not 
_ figal:?| Is: it: aſſerted that all the ohjocto 
of your care are poor and ignorant, che 
| loweſt of thoſe orders vhich the pride af 
man calls mean and bulgar ? Let the 
falſhood remain in full credit: you arm 
Ingt concerned td detett it. If | this 
were really the caſe, are they there- 
fore lei the objects of à Cris 
ian's care? Is it at this day alledged 
_ »that-! your! benevolenee hath been ill- 
1placed W to the 
als) | i aſſembly 


* * 2 N a * 1 
S EN MON NIE 90 


aſſebly of petittents now fupported by 
your”! bounty "their! orderly! and pro- 
miſing demeanour confutes the invidious 
aſſertion. Enquire after thoſe numbers 
you have reſtored: to Totiety. ''Their'corb 
duet bears withels againff it the finee- 
rity and conflaney of 'hll thoſe Who ha ve 
fle fete guilt and fame to the moſt 
diſtant” regions Bf the earth, whs! have 
ſhetterec themfelves ( from te ures 
ments or wee in Poverty and fervitude; 
filencr and edilfotihe It,” * fr mort. 11501 
iir ue: o Slimoiq̃ i ; or Vg 
Nö raf but a dello ffhierice 
Sul edo, your" enge svobrs itt every 
fitgle itftance\ with full füccefs,. But 
When it appeurs; that notwithanting 
the itveteräey of evil habits, yet of 
ninety-two perſons whoſe reformation 
SHAW beer attempted, flxteen 6afy can 
be recounted, Whole fekaßke hath Aſap⸗ 
pond the purpoſes of this in ſtitirtion, 
ler us bleſs the gracious giver of every 
10 H 2 5 good 
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good and perfect gift, who hath voueh- 
ſafed an harveſt. tor eee 
future labour. b 
amen offt 151 
1 Aus ſhall it eee — 
ing this inſtitution we divert the ſtreams | 
of charity from the honeſt indigent to 
God forbid! It is not to the vitious and 
the profligate that your arms are extend 
ed. t is to thoſe who ſhrink with horr 
 rour from the ways of vies and profi: 
gacy; who ſtill promiſe to return uſeful 
members to ſociety; whom the father of 
mercies hath pronounced to be ſtill the 
Ohiects of his favonr. And hat God 
hath accepted. let not ſinful man pre- 
ſome, to treat with, ſcorn and ona ff 
NOHA far Soi ene  ovihey 
111 a -LLEPLE Mares; PF 12 eee | 
from your abundance, a ſmall additional 
pittance denied to vanity. and ſelf-enjoy- 
meat, to pride and. wee, to any 
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of © thoſe various paſſions which' ' give 
wings to the riches of this world, would 
filence all unreaſonable murmurings at- 
the bounty you here beſtow. But I am 
not now to preſcribe what you ſhould 
grant or deny on other occaſions. Your 
conſciences, your reaſon, and your reli- | 
gion, muſt be your guides on all. And 
to your conſciences, your reaſon, and 
your teligion, we now appeal. They 
will prove ener- * for hoſe 
2 n DOM 


- 4 * ' . 70 
1 . T7 5 : de | 
1 C : 


el were heitind 8 nor liberal 
to attempt any invidious compariſon be- 
tween the merits of different charitable 
inſtitutions. But let us at leaſt ſuppoſe 
one of thoſe wretched outcaſts, to whom 
theſe hoſpitable doors cannot be yet 
opened, without further aid, were to ap- 
pear before you; and with ſtreaming 
eyes, and trembling hands — 
to gh her own affecting cauſe. - 
by Wirn 


150 
» ＋ 
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Wiru confuſion and diſtraQion; ſhe 
3 confeſs. her vileneſs. Her faulter- 
ing voice, her ſuſſooating ſighs, would 
ſpeak the anguiſh of ber ſpirit. But, 
Obnoxious as I have hegen, thus might 
ſhe plead boldly, +. yet I am a fellow- 
© creakure, and 3. fellow:ehriftian.; par- 
+ taker of the fame nature, however I 
have unhappily debaſed it 5, graced with 
tho ſame endowments, however I have 
5 been tempted to ahuſe them; and Riill, 
* by God's long- ſuffering, heir of the 
« ſame promiſe, though too long inſen- 
* {ible of its value, Look, not with ſe⸗ 
> verity on my offences, for vou are 
vyourſelyes offendetß.. Caſt me not 
away, for God doth not caſt the peni- 
tent away. Turn not from me with 
f, abhgrrence ; for you, know: not dy what 
<q artifice,.;, by what flattery, by «What 
8 treacherqus devices, m inexperienced, 
eres, unprotected, unſuſpecting 
* youth is thus „ 
Nr . + of 
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of ſhame and ſorrow, ++ Hot-icntand 
your bounty to the widow and the 
orphan, and the deſtitute; and God 
will graciouſly accept it. But the 
condition of the widow and the or- 
phan and the deſtitute, is happineſs 
compared with mine. Their confdla+ 
tion is nigh; and and the day at hand 
vrhen God ſhall comfort them. I am 
thtreatened with that miſery which 
* knows no end. The gulph of ever- 
« laſting wrath” opens to receive me. 
Snatch me from the Jaws of eternal 
death. If I be detected in my foul- 
d neſs, hide me: If I be ignorant, in- 
ſtruct me: if not completely recon- 
ciled to the ways of innocence” and 
peace, ſave me from myſelf, comfort 
my feebleneſs of mind, | ſupport my 
+: weakneſs; Or if my native abhot- 
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my "deſtroyer ſtands unabaſhed before 
you, if he be received and counte- 
nanced, at leaſt make ſome atonement 
for this unreaſonable partiality. Let 
not the wretched victim of his licen- 


_ ©*:tiouſneſs: be excluded from all pity: 
Though her ignorance hath been 
* abuſed, her weakneſs conquered, and 
her affection betrayed, yet give ſome 
ſhelter to her ſhame, ſome relief to her 
affliction. Teach her to ſupport a 
vorvraſted frame in the ways of honeſty. 
Let her languid eye once more brighten 
with ſome gleam of hope. Reſtore 
her to God; and grant her to return 
to ber fellow - creatures without new re- 
ec Sew ee e 15:2 
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And en ee n * 


lamp on that pittance of good things, 
beſtowed, to reſtore what God created 


- amiable; to enlarge the glorious king- 


dom of Chriſt Jeſus, and to encreaſe the 
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joy of the ten thouſand times ten thou- 
ſand that ſurround the throne of God ! 
But perhaps there is little need to en- 
force the excellence of this inſtitution. 
Many of thoſe who hear me, have che- 
riſhed and protected it from its infant 
ſtate, watched its progreſs and effects, 
and bear witneſs to its ſucceſs; aid it 
chearfully, and recommend it confi- 
dently. If then there be no occaſion to 
enliven your charity, let me at leaſt at- 
tempt to promote in ſome degree the 
gracious purpoſes for which you are pre- 
pared to beſtow your bounty. And with 
this view I now addreſs myſelf to the 
preſent objects of your bounty; earneſtly 
entreating the ſerious attention of each 
to a * ow words of exhortation. 

9's r 54 | 
| Mx sieraa! 


God bath Ale, graci- 
ouſly: night you. | Behold what guardians 
and benefactors he hath, raiſed Jou; 
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what giorious inſtrumotits of his mercy? 
They have fnatched you, as a brand 
from the fire. Alasi! there are reaſbns 
why your ſoot ſhould be impreſſed with 
the deepaſt and tendtreſt ſenſe of this 
bleſſing . Embrace it thankfully ; im- 
prove it diligently. Vour taſk of refor- 
mation is commenced. It may not at 
firſt be pleaſing: but perſeverance will 
gradually ſmooth the path you tread. 
The turbulence of diſtempered paſſions 

will ſubſide; and the comfort of inno- 
cence and a good confcience compoſe all 
remains of diſtraction, like that ſpirit of 
God, which moved upon the face of the 
waters, / 1 r n of 
the n nn 0! * Ae 


Er 


— 


F 0 
Howeven reſcued "OB the 4150. of 

corruption, you are ſtill weak. And if 
he” who ſtandeth ſhould take heed leſt 
he fall, you, who" totter; ſhould take 
more abundant heed; *Submit--yourſelf 
r with 


| 


11 


| 


with chearfulneſs to the diſcipline pre- 
ſcribed to you: liſten with humility to 
the inſtruction provided for you: ſeize 
the preſent bleſſed opportunity of nur- 

ture and admonition, perhaps the laſt 
and only trial which providence hath 
decreed for you; and with ten- fold aſſi- 
duity improve every moment on this Wi 
of falvation.. ry 


3 any ime. foal. the Lightel 


diſpoſition to return to your former 
courſe.?, Open the word of God, for 
it is here provided for your inſtruction, 
and learn the dreadful ſtate of thoſe who 


* turn from the holy commandment. deli- 


« vered. to them.” Hear the tremendous 
declaration of the Apoſtle, in the ſixth 


1 i impoſſible for. theſe who. were! once 
* enlightened, and have. tafted. of the hea- 


0 7 and were. re made 3 * 


« the 
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* the world to come; if they fall away, 
4 fo renew them again unto repentance.” . 
The: ſentence is indeed immediately de- 
nounced againſt thoſe, who having been 
| inſtructed and- baptized: into the faith, 
and having received the extraordinary 
gifts of the ſpirit, denied their religion 
tormally, and returned to Gentile dark- 
neſs. But it is applicable to every pro- 
feſſor of Chriſtianity. You have been 
_ enlightened, you have taſted of God's 
mereies, you have been viſited by his 
ſpirit, you have weighed the promiſes 
and threatenitigs of the Goſpel, and have 
forſaken the ways of darkneſs. Were 
you again to fall away, and to be en- 
tangled in your former pollutions, it is 
impoſſible; (not ſtricty fo, for God's mer. 
cies are boundleſs; but exceedingly: dif- 
fKenlt,' and in the ufual coutſe of things 
not to be erpecded) that” you" thould be 
renewed again” unto” repentance. The 
renſon is plain. Von habe erperien ced 
rn ee bow MoD \þ eee e 
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God's mercies, and renounced them: 
you have known the terrours of his 
wrath, and defied them. There are now 
no motives to influence you, but thoſe 
you have rejected and deſpiſed. Should 
you even recall and revolve them, they 
return faint and enfeebled: the enemy 
hath already conquered them: hit 
ſtrengtli is encreaſed: it is therefore 
more than probable that he muſt again 
conquer them. Obſerve then, and weigh 
it I conjure you carefully, that your:eter+ 
nal happineſs or miſery . muſt be decided 
by the firmneſs or frail: my of your pre- 
ſent reſolutio s. 
id Bani & % ssb on 1612 ds 
7 Aud te an awful dread of again of- 
fending God, add a grateful reverenct᷑ 
for thoſe benefactors who have been tlie 
inſtruments of his precious meroy. To 
a lively abhorrence of all paſt abomina- 
tions, add oompaſſion and forbearance 
"ou affeQion to your companions in pe- 


rr A nitence : 


nitence: exhort them, comfort then, 
| encourage them with gentleneſs and 
mildneſs, with gravity: and meeknefs,” by 
coumſel, by inſtruction, and by example. 
Thus ſhall you'-approve-the ſincerity of 
your converſion. And when reſtored to 
the world, an ediſying inſtance of the 
- benevolence and wiſdom of your bene- 
factors, you ſhall; yourſelf, contribute in 
ſome ſort to this encellent inſtitution, to 
Which you owe: your happineſs, by juſti- 
fying and IEP © * ren of 
W irn nigen lot: 


* 
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Any may 4 merciful. Lord God whs 
deſireth not the death of a ſinner, diſ- 
poſe the hearts of all to extend this 
bounty with chearfulneſs and confi. 
dene l May his grace rendet it effee- 
tual to the ſalvation of ſouls Alt is re. 
ocived with the bleſſing of her that was 
ready to petiſh everlaſtingly. And do 
nn 01 gracious" inſpirer of all holy 
thoughts, | 
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thoughts, and purpoſes of loving kind- 
neſs, enliven our affections; and while 
thy creatures grant a portion of thoſe 
good things thou haſt beſtowed, to 
«* turn the hearts q the diſobedient to the 
« wiſdom of the yuft,” bleſs the ſeed 
which they have ſown; and in thy 
good time giye the due encreafe, to thy 
own glory, and to our ſalvation, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. | 
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SERMON XXXII. 
On the Neghett of * and true 
05 Preached at Sr. 8 DozLIx. 


" * 
0 


Sr. Joun, chap. vi. verſes 6), 68, 69. 


Then ſaid gur unto the fwelve, "WHY 
alſo go away ? 
Then Simon Peter its him, Lirs, 
to whom hall we go? Ty OM 
words of eternal he. | 
And we Believe, and are ſure, that thou 
art that Ori, the Son of, ford n 


. 7 
1512 


W of A in- 
| AruQion may be deduced from theſe | 
| words, we are firſt to confider the Pur- 

poſe and occaſion of them. 66h} 
Vol. III. "of ms 
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Warn our Lord had fed the multi- 
tudes with a few loaves. and fiſhes, the 
firſt impreſſion of this miracle was na- 
turally forcible. 'The people concluded, 
that as, like Moſes, he had fed them in 
the wilderneſs, he muſt be that prophet 
which God had promiſed to raiſe up 
among their brethren, like to their law- 


——2 Oo 1s = * 


giver; and that by him they were to be 
delivered from the Romans, as their fa- 
thers had been from Egypt. They were 
therefore earneſt to make. him king. 
And although. this. ſudden zeal. Was as 
Fuddenly allayed, on our Lord's retiring 
from their view, yet the people ſtill 
ſought him, and crowded round him; 
not becauſe they had een the miracle, 
but, as he who knew their hearts, = 
clared, becauſe they © did eat of the 
+; loaves, and were filled';”' and hoping 
to be again ſupplied, in the ſame. ſtu- 
| pendous manneru,rr ol 4017 

moat} 1 201 woq 
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Osßs ER vn then, that our Lord fre- 
quently takes occaſion to illuſtrate and 
enforce. his doctrine by alluſions and ſi- 
militudes taken from the immediate oo- 
caſion of his preaching,” and the inci- 
dents and occurrences in Which hie was 
engaged. Thus to the Samaritan Wo» 

man who drew water from the well at 
Sichar: tau kneweft,”. ſaith he, 
« the: giſt of Cad, and -who it it that 
* ſaith; to thee, Groe me 10 drink, thou 
un, have. afked , hum, and he 
„ ; would: habe given thee living water; 
that is, the, 'revelation of God's will and 
word, as refreſhing, to the ſoul as water 
to the thirſty; and which he oalls 4 
4. well" water, ſpringing up ume ever- 
aſting Me, à perpetual fountain 2 
0 ce comfort r ON Jen. | 
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be him, in expectation of being 
D * Labour nut, ſaid be, *for 
N 6 . 
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e meat which periſieth, but for that 
u neut which endureth to everlaſting life, 
«which: the Son of man ſhall give unto 
„ %; for him" hath Gad the "Father 
<-ſealed.” Take not ſo much care for 
the ſuſtenance of your body, as for the 
ſpiritual food which ſhall ſuſtain, and 
enable you to live happily when this life 
mall be no more. This hath the Father 
enipoweted © me to beſtow, as he hath 
demomſtrated by the miracles' ye have 
ſeen me work, and they, as it were, ſet 
his feal to confirm and authenticate my 
commiſſion.” Again, he ſaid, „I um the 
6 bread of He and the bread of God 
4% ir e that comet dum from heaven, 
-« and gell Ir unto the \world.” Such 
figurative expteſſions ſeem difficult to be 
miſtaken; yet appeat to have been miſ- 
taken by the corrupt and prejudiced. 
Vet dur Lord thought it proper, in con- 
S tinbing his diſeourſe, to uſt the ſume 
ngüre; even with Beater boldneſs— 
M 8 1 « The 
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Ne bread that 1 will give is my Heli, 
1 "fd will grue, for: "the Ife gf, the 
44, alluding not only to his general 

— but to his laying down his life 
for the ſalvation of mankind. And 
e ee „ n, of .the 
4 70 Ie in you.” That is, except ye 
be partakets of that ſacrifice of my body 
and blood, which I am to offer, embrace 
my terms of ſalvation, and acknowledge 
me as your maſter and only Saviour, ye 
have no ſpiritual life, no covenanted 
ee make e bak. 2 
Ae 2 e PR delivered, was 
Am and diſtaſteful. - Had oor 
Lord, aſſured them that he was ſent to 
deliver. their nation from temporal ſub- 
jection; that he would give them the 
heathen for an inheritance; that all their 
worldly enemies ſhould. be bruiſed and 
n and * their carnal deſires and 
| * 
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5 ſenſual paſſions freely and fully grati- 
fied; they would have heard him gladly. 
But now, with diſguſt and contempt, 
they turned away from this teacher of 
hard ſayings. Many, even of his more 
immediate followers, diſappointed, or de- 
tected in their inſineerity, walked no 
more with him. Then ſaiu Jeſus unto 
« 'the tue lde, mill ye alſo go away?” Ye 
who are as free either to accept or to 
reject my doctrine as theſe men. Yen 
Siem Peter,” generally the moſt for- 
Ward to expreſs his zeal,'* anfwered him, 
* Lord,” io whom ſhall ue go?” What 
other teacher ſhall we find, what other 
guide to life and immortality, if we for- 
fake thee? We have not miſconceived 
thy ſayings, or wreſted them to any falſe 
or carnal. ſenſe; "We know the real pur- 8 
port of all thou haſt delivered; x} that 
"thou" haſt tie word of eternal life ;" 
chat thou alone teacheſt that doctrine 
which is our ſure direction to immortal 
l happi- 


F 
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happineſs. ' And ue believe, and are 
« ſure, that thou art that ' Chriſt, the Son 
% the ling Cd by attending to 
the ſure word of bende by ſecing 
thy mighty works, and hearing thy di- 
vine doctrine, we are convinced and 
believe firmly, that thou art the promiſed 
Neſſias, the ſon of God, the author 
and giver of life, and of eternal life to 
all that believe in thee. . 


— oh import 1 anden of 
theſe words. It is my preſent purpoſe 
to preſs them home upon the hearts and 
conſciences of thoſe who hear me this 


Wx ſee then, my brethren, the ineſ- 
timable value of that holy religion we 
profeſs, and in which we have been 
nurtured. It leads us to the attainment 
of immortal happineſs when this world 

ſhall be no more; and this by an uner- 


ring 


120 SERMON XXXII. 


ring guide, ordained and ſent to dwell 
among us for this purpoſe, and veſted 
with every character of divine authority. 
To be ſtedfaſt and immoveable in the 
hope of our calling, and to ſtrain every 
effort for the bleſſings of our inheritance, 
are the natural returns, on our part, for 
a diſpenſation of ſuch ſtupendous mercy. 
Vet the general deſertion of our Lord, 
by the blind, the corrupt and inſincere, 
is not, alas ! without its parallel at pre- 
Tent.” The ignorant and ſuperſtitious ſtill 
miftake his doQrine : the proud and pre- 
ſumptuous reject and renounce it : the 
ſetiſual and carnal fly to other -objeQs 
and engagements: and the pleaſures and 
| Intereſts of mortality are eagerly purſued, 
while thoſe of a; future and eternal life 
are but lightly regarded. Should they 
ever force their way upon the mind, 
they are diſmiſſed at once; as intruders 
o oſſenſive to be entertained. I ſpeak 


of what we generally obſerve, and what 
7 ſtrikes 


* 
Ar 
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ſtrikes us with greateſt force; for the 
glorious inſtances of chriſtian integrity 
and perſeverance, which I truſt are fre- 

quently to be found, generally lie con- 
| cealed from us. We ſee only the buſy 
faces, the pantings of heart, the eager- 
neſe and aſſiduity, the cares and toils of 
the worldly- minded, the flavery of the 
covetous and ambitious, the ſtupefaction 
of the ſenſual, and the brutal degrada- 


ion of all thoſe who ſeek. their happi- 


neſs,” Ty Aer In the 
ny | | 


Ws aged. not od our view v beyond 
0 narrow circle in which we are im- 
mediately engaged. We are ſurrounded 
on all ſides. by the careleſs and inatten- 
tive; by thoſe who turn their ear from 
the words of eternal life; and thoſe who 


' confine. their deſires and purſuits to a 


wretched pittance of worldly gain, or va- 


71015 ON 
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of this our religious aſſembly affords a 
melancholy proof, that our Maſter and 
Saviour is forſaken, and his word deſ- 
piſed, or ſhamefully neglected. If we 
caſt our eyes round us, where do we 
find the men of worldly greatneſs and 
renown ? They deign not to unite 
with their fellow chriſtians in public 
prayer and adoration, on the day pecu- 
liarly appointed for this ſervice. Whi- 
ther have our lawgivers or ſtateſmen 
fed? They are not found among us. 
Or our men of liberal profeſſions and oc- 
cupations? We ſee no ſpark of their 
light, which ſhould” ſhine gloriouſly 
before men. They would be aſhamed 
to be thought diſengaged from worldly 
buſineſs, in the hour of prayer. Others 
plead the fatigue of worldly cares and 
occupations, and convert the Lord's day 
into a day of recreation and amuſement. 


Others, again, overpowered with all the 
barraffinents of vitious or fri uolous ſo- 


ciety, 


5ER MON XXXII. 123 


ciety, are now ſunk — in ſloth; ſeek- 
ing ſome reſt from the ſeverity of their 
toils, and ſuch relief for their enfeebled 
facultics, as may again enable them to 
tun the ſame courſe of ſhame and 


Even among thoſe who have not yet 
forſaken the aſſembling themſelves to- 
* in this place, let there be no 
appearance of raſn and uncharitable 
judgment. Let me but entreat thoſe 
who bear me; to examine their hearts 
ſeriouſly and impartially, to conſider 
with what thoughts and affections and 
diſpoſitions they have reſorted to the 
congregation, and attended to our reli- 
gious exerciſes: whether with a reverent 
and awfal ſenſe of that duty in which 
they were to engage, diveſted for a time 


pf all worldly. cares and concerns, and 


poſſeſſed with a deep impreſſion of that 
adorable preſence in which they ſtand: 
hawaii whether 
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vhether they bow down with reverence, 
and lift, not their hands only, but their 
hearts, warmed with true piety, and ex- 
alted by devotion: or whether they 


have appeated before the Lord, and trod 


the courts of his houſe, from form or 
worldly decency, cold, lifeleſs, uncol- 
lected, with minds ſtill poſſeſſed by the 
world, diſtracted by thoſe ſcenes of bu- 
have reluctantly torn themſelves: for a 


moment, and to which they are impa- 


tient to return. My brethren ! if in theſe. 
particulars our hearts condemn us, God 
is greater than our hearts, and diſcerns, 
with an unerring eye, the ſhameful de- 
ſertion of his ſervice, however conecaled 
from the eye of man, or from our own, 
by à fair exteriour. He knoweth and 
diſcerneth how the word of exhortation 
is at this moment received, whether with 
| reverence and humility, or with ſcorn or 
indifference, and liſtleſs impatience to be 


121110 77 relieved 


* 
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relieved from: the * * taſteleſs 
Now, of all thoſe: who forſake the 
ſervice of their heavenly father, it is the 
cold and indifferent who retain the form, 
without the vital ſpirit of religion, whom 

we ate particularly to exhort; for they are 

moſt likely to receive, and to be wrought 

upon by exhortation- To theſe then, 

and indeed to all alike, thoſe who have 

yielded to the ſeducements of the world, 

| and thoſe who contend againſt them; to 
Ne tte faithful follower of our Lord, and to 
the heartleſs, reluctant and inſincere, to 
all alike; I ſay, the zealous and affec- 
tionate anſwer of Saint Peter is to be 
earneſtly recommended: © Lord ! to whom 
* hall ue go Let every individual 
who heats me addreſs this queſtion to 
his heart : © Shall I reſort to the gain- 
- © ſiyer and unbelie ver.? Comfortleſs, 
Bm alas} dre hiv af Cd ſpeculations.” He 


1303 « aſſures 


: 


| 
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aſſures me, that after a fleeting pe- 
© riod of unſatisfying and diſguſting pur- 
| +70 ſuits, there is no hope, no conſola- 
tion, but that I am for ever to lie 
down with the beaſt that periſnes: a 
* dotrine intolerable to that | exalted 
< ſpirit 3 inſupportably mortifying to 
_ ©: thoſe enlivened and aſpiring thoughts, 
and vaſt deſires, I feel within me. Or 
+ ſhall I careleſsly refign myſelf to temp- 
tation, and ' ruſh headlong into | the 
ways of vice and folly ? Remorſe and 
.« ſelf-reproach, - anguiſh and vexation, 
ſhame and confuſion are in their 
ways, and everlaſting degradation and 
deſtruction are the end of their pur- 
fſuits. Or, without the more violent 
1 outrages on decency, ſhall 1 conſine 
my deſires to this world, and its leſs 
-* offenſive purſuits? Alas I the. ſervice. of 
the world is ſla very, and its wages 


diſappointment. Let the ambitious la- 
bour through their courſe of care and 
22 Flt SU v | 6 toil 
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* toil and envy, and ſtrife, of pride 
8 wounded, expectation defeated, ſucceſs 


G hardly obtained; and oftentimes the 
© bittereſt aggravation of their ſorrows. 
Let the man of elegance and pleaſure 
« weary himſelf amidſt his frivolous 
© engagements, till langour and diſtaſte 
weigh down his powers, and remorſe 
and ſelf-abhorrence wring the wretched 
heart that conceals its torture under 
the falſe appearance of gaiety and caſe. 
Away from me all deceitful vanitics ! 
© To God will I look up, and to the 
Saviour of mankind: will I cleave fted- 
+ faſtly. Thou, O Lord! © aft the words 
« of eternal life.” Thy doctrine and 
-+ thy-covenant- alone enable me to re- 
gard the intereſts. of this world with 
due indifference; to extract from them 
whatever of real value they afford, but 
to exalt my deſires to ſomething tran- 


| ſcendentiy greater and more glorious. 


Thou teechalt ine to look withont ter- 


all 5 © rour 
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* rour upon death, that tyrant. of the 
* worldly-minded, but to the chriſtian a 
_ © ſure refuge from the pains and toils of 

- © his preſent period, and the paſſage to a 
«* tranſporting ſcene of joy, which thou 
* haſt purchaſed and prepared for us, and 
taught us to obtain, when the purſuits 
and pleaſures and vanities of this mor- 
tal ſtate ſhall vaniſh A 
4 ee | | 


Tas td iis RIA of 
this final lot of our inheritance is ſo 
ſtriking, that it admits of no proof or 
enforcement. It flaſhes irreſiſtibly upon 
us: But though we cannot withſtand its 
impreſſion,” we can turn away to other 


bobjects; and, if our deeds are vain or 


evil, fly from that light which diſcovers 
them. Herein indeed we deal deceit- 
fully with ourſelves: for the proper ob- 
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however our ſenſes may be now poſſeſſed 
and allured, yet all that this world can 
afford, how well applied ſoever, is but a 
proparation for det better fits, which 
OO COUT r b 10% 


Bur it is not fuſlicletit to sene 
this great leading truth. It ſhould be 
confidered and revolved, frequently pre- 
ſented to the mind, and contemplated 
with that ſeriouſneſs and earneſtneſs of 
attention which ſuit its vaſt importance. 
This is the more neceſſary, as we are 
neither commanded, nor permitted to re- 
tire to any total ſecluſion from the world 
and its concerns. The chriſtian hath his 
active courſe of duty here appointed to 
him. But hence he is in danger of being 
totally overwhelmed by worldly objects, 
* unleſs his mind be frequently recalled td 
things of greater value. In the daily o- 


cCeiurrences vf life we'may'obſerye; or per- 


haps we are ourſel ves, terrible examples, 
Vol. III. K 1 
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of that ſeverity of care and toil, endured, 
or: eutn gladly embraced, from a preca- 
rious/expeaation of temporal advantages: 
andi that he who turns his car from the 
words of eternal life, hangs with the 
utmoſt anxiety of attention upon all thoſe 
unſubſtantial promiſes which the world 
preſents to his imagination. And the 
ordinary courſe of human affairs, in the 
days of our Lord; and in the place of his 
miniſtry, was preciſely the ſame which 
we-at:preſent ſind it. Hence, in the 
chapter from which the text is taken, and 
in: other: paſſages of the Goſpel, we find 
him con veying a particular point of in · 
Sruction, plain, but neceſſury to be in- 
enleated frequently, and impreſſed deep- 
y: that the pains taken, for the welfare, 
or what is deemed the welfare of this life, 
ſhauld cover us with ſhame, if we be not 


ſtill more careſul for the intereſts of an 

eternal life: And hence he repreſents the 
| means and conditions of - ſalvation | by 
20 . rs figurative 
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figurative expreſſions taken from the good 
things of mortality; as liberty, life, trea- 
ſure, meat, .and drink. Thus the mul- 
titudes who crowded round him i in hopes 
to be once more miraculouſly fed, were 
reminded that if they were ſo ſolicitous 
for bodily food, much more. ſhould they 
hunger, and. thirſt for the good things of 
eternity. And when he came to intimate 
thoſe benefits of his paſſion, which. were 
hereafter to be more explicitly declared, 
8 My fleſh,” faith he, ir meat. indeed, 
« ang ny bled is drink indeed: „as if he 
had aſſured them, in plainer terms than 
he now judged fit to uſe, * it is infinitely 
more profitable for you. to. be reconciled 
to God by my ſufferings and death, 

« and to embrace the terms of my coyc- 
« « nant, than if I ſhould. feed you daily 

* by.: a miracle, a: as I did 


19 


yeſterday. "$111 4g} 


6 NOR 1 F.*; 12810 be qi; 1817 C: + 1 WM 


Ir then this momentous truth be 
bench regarded, di des and MPH 
18552915 t | 
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11 is not the voice of a wretched creature 
at we « deſpiſe; it is the voice of God 
Willlelt and the affectionate exhorta- 
8885 of out Lord and Saviour, in whoſe 
light the ſalvation of every individual 
among us is precious. For the ſalvation 
of every individual among us be diveſted 


| himſelf of that glory he enjoyed before 
all worlds, came un our rden N 


to the pains of life, became obedient to 
the miſeries of death, roſe from the grave, 
Te-aſceh aded into Heaven, ſent his holy 
pt int, poured out the riches of his Grace, 
ormed his church, protecting, preſtr- 
ing, ſupporting. it, and forbidding that 
the gates of hell ever ſhould' prevail 
againſt his merciful diſpenſations. This 
ſtupendous ſeries of mercies, T fay, was 
for us, for our Udliverince from eternal 
wrath, for our reftoration to life and j im- 
mortality and from us it is" n. 
HINT we weigh”: kettoully the >words of 
eternal 


eternal fe, thas wy! nn Readily ito 
the hope of our calling, and that we act 
as becomes the redeemed of * ele 


Bü the, * or. 1 * int bod 
ch conſiderations may not be entirely, 
rejected. Then, we may even catch ſome 
ſpark of St. Peter's zeal, and acknowledge 
that the precepts of the. Goſpel are our 
only ſure guide to preſent peace, and 
final happineſs. But on our return to 
the world it is, that our ſteadineſs and 
perſeverance ate brought. to the deciſive 
teſt. Are, the temptations that ſurround 
us ſteadily repelled? Amidſt all the hurry 
and agitation in which; wg are engaged; 
do we till retain, a lively ſenſe of the 
ſuperiority of our eternal intereſts. Do 
ye, ſtill adhere ta them, and. reſolve to 
purſue them invariably, whatever be the 
allure ment of preſent. objects? Do they 
regulate. our worldly purſuits, and ſay.,to 
our ſwelling paſſions, hitherto ſhall, ye 
birgt | 5 
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„go, and here ſhall your violence be 
© Raid?” If ſo, we are indeed faithful fol- 
lowers of our Lord. But it is not a 

ſudden and momentary compunction, a 
Might recollection, a faint attention to 
dur great concern, that can redeem us 
from the ſla very of worldly habits, re- 
ſtore the careleſs or the obſtinate deſerter 
of his Lord, or at once reinſtate _ 
eme e of s chriſtan. 


63 nin! 2 ice! Wark 
Lr us hear” then the concluſion of 
this' hole matter. If what hath now 
been offered is received with diſdain ot 
indifference, there is nothing further to 
te gel. T6 the obſtitiats;"and infen- 
Able, and Gbädürate, to the deſpiſer of 
every affecting motive, and every power. 
ful invitation, chere remaineth only a 
fearful looking for of judgment.” Büt if 
your con ſciences are awakened, chetiſh 
the'imprefſion.” If everlaſting happiness, 
and neverendifig miſery be not of ſlight 
a0 * regard, 


SERMON XXXII. 135 


regard, chuſe ye in what path ye will 
walk, and what maſter ye will obey. If 
duly convinced of the ineſtimable value, 
and poſſeſſed with a lively hope of glory 
and immortality, we know that our en- 
deayours to obtain them cannot be de- 
layed; no, not for a moment. We are 
inſtantly to © /ay afide every weight, and tie 
« fin which doth ſo eaſily beſet us,” and to 
« run with patience the race that is ſet be- 
« fore us, looking unto Feſus the author and 
« fingher of our faith.” And may © the 
« God of all grace, who hath called us unto 
« his eternal glory by Chrift Fejus,” © make 
* You perfect, flabliſh, Arengthen, ſettle you. 
4 To him be glory and dominion for euer 
40 and ever. Amen.“ 
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PREACHED BEFORE THE 
UNIVERSITY or DUBLIN, 
on FRIDAY the 13th of DECEMBER, 1776; 
B EIN G THE 
DAY APPOINTED ur AUTHORITY. 
FOR A 
General FAST and HUMILIATION, 

. OF THE 


AMERICAN WAR. 


Publiſhed at the Requeſt of the Provoſt and Senior Fellvit's 1 
F Trinity College; 2FNC 
And of the Pariſbioners of St. Anne's, 

| In which Church it was alſo (for the moſt Part) delivered. 
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Tax T- Cot LOA, DosrLix, * 14th, 1776. 
At a Meeting of che Provoſt and Senior Fellows, 
E Preſent, 


The P ROVOST, 
Doctor CLxemenT, Doctor Kearney, 
Doctor LELAxp, Doctor DARBZ Ac, 


Doctor Murray, Doctor Fox Es AVE TR. 
Doctor WILsom, | 


Rzs0Lvzd, That the Thanks of this Boatd 
be given to Doctor LEeLAanD, for his excellent 
Sermon preached - Yeſterday in the College- 


Chapel, and that he be requeſted to print the 


| 


* 
1 , 
y 


f 1 


Tame. 
. RIchax D Muna, D. D. Regiſter. 


SE — — 


Sr. Anzx's Veſtry, Do nix, Der. 24th, 1776. 
Rz80LvzD, That the Thanks of this Pariſh 
be given to the Reverend Doctor LELand, for 
his excellent Sermon preached in the Church 


of St. Anne's, on the 13th of this inſtant 


December, being the Day appointed by Pro- 
clamation for a general Faſt and Humiliation, 
and that he be requeſted to print the ſame. 


4 Signed by Order, | | 


 Tromas Granam. 


* 


— 
4 : ” 
* * 
— 
_ my 
— C 
_—_ 1 
* „ 
- 12 
* 
. 
. 
2 
. 
1 * * 
— 1 
3 4 
.* * . 
” 
> 4&4 
8 * 
= 
«4 
* 
* 


1991 


o 
* 


fy 
v C4 * 
232 


7 
735 * 
2 bl 


SERMON XXXtll. 


Preached, Dublin, December LY 1776, 

| (being the Faſt on Occafion of the Ame 
Tican, War ) before the Univerſity of 
Dublin, and ( for the moſt FN af 
Sr. Anne's church. | 


 Jovons, chap. xi. ver. 2 and *. 


And the people came io the houſe of God, and 
abode there till even before Cod, and bft 


i their Voices and wept fre; wed 


And ſad O Lord Ged'of ad, why, & 
- this come 10 paſs..in Iſrael, that there 
f „ e eee eee 
aels 


"Tas E ſpedgcle bere preſented, © is in- 
terefting and affecting. On this day, we 
; may contemplate it with advantage, 10 


4 to receive inſtruction when :nftruction 
ſeems 


: — 
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142 SERMON XXXIM. 


ſeems moſt neceſſary, from thoſe things 
which * happened. for feampler,” and Frere 


written 8 % our admonition.” 


A vizyzRATE civil war " commenced 
between. Hrael and one offending tribe, 
had been carried on with mutual flaugh- 
ter and various ſucceſs; and cloſed in the 
almoſt total exciſion of thoſe men, who 
had defied the authority of their national 
government. The people, however pro- 
voked at the offenders, however elated 
by ſucceſs, in the midſt of victory, looked 
back on the hayock they had made, in 
grief and conſternation. In the day of 
wrath, they had marched | through the 
* und, in indignation.” Their weapons 

were red: but they ſoon reflected that it 
was in the blood of their countrymen and 
= | brethren, They were humbled, they were 

_ afliged they proclaimed 2 falt 3, they 
1 lay jroftrate before the throne of mercy : 

with one voice, with one heart, they 
| FOU1111 © 49291 07 
: poured 
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S ERMON XXI. 143 
poured forth the effuſions of a relenting 
ſpirit. Too violently agitated to debate 
the juſtice of their quarrel, too deeply 
pierced to diſcuſs the occafion, to con- 
__ the authors, agents, or fomenters 
| of it, they gave free courſe to their re- 
morſe; they implored the divine affiftance 
to cloſe the publick breach. to heal thoſe 
wounds their nation had now received, 
and to diſpoſe the hearts of all, to peace 
and reconciliation.— Such was the com 
Na of their civilftrife, - 


Is 4 # + 


IA not i folieitows to draw ay y parallel 
to this detail. I uſe it merely as an oc- 
eaſion to remind you, in general, of the 
preſent ſituation. of our Iſrael; and to 
lead you to ſuch refleQions, as may pro- 
mote the purpoſe' of thus aſſembling be- 
ſore God in prayer and humiliation, that 
in his great merey be may heal our 
wounds, and avert the evils with which 
we are threstened. F b51 
4 „nge 7 170 . 


144 SERMON: XXXIII. 
Wr are at this day, not indeed at the 
conchiſian, poſſibly but at the commence- 
ment of à civil war. It hath already 
proved far more obſtinate, far more af - 
flicting and alarming, than at firſt our 
pride ſuffered us to ſuſpect: and from 
this beginning of ſir gie the moſt bitter 
Vaters have alteady guſhed out. One 

tribe, however divided from us by ſitua- 
tion, yet of our on language and peo- 
| ple, influenced, Ido not ſay, by what. 
motives, hath avowed, and ſeems to 
glory in its ſeparation. In a conteſt, 
however raiſed and inflamed, the appeal 
hath been made ta heaven; and the de- 
eampleat, as to afford good ground for 
buſineſs of the preſent hour, to ſpeculate 
on the cauſrs and oceaſions of this con- 
teſt, In the time of aur viſitation, we 
are to conſider only. that we have been 
viſited. There is an inteſtine war; the 
* | 
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S ERMON XXXII. 145 
empire is rent; men's paſſions are en- 
flamed; their ſentiments various; their 
affections divided ; the immediate ſtate of 
things alarming; the future proſpect me- 
lancholy; but one event a err 

AMO DAA he d 0 er 5 
Ir is not kor thb chrällan to be daziled 
by the ſplendour of a bloody victory; to 
exult in the miſeries of unoffending thou- 
-ous conflict. It is not for the chriſtian 
to flatter mend paſſions, tõ echo their 
animoſities, to * pe evil of. dignitics,” 
or 'virulently of his fellow - ſubjects. When 
the ſword is drawn, he Jooketh up to 
that power, by whom it is appointed for 
chaſtiſement and terrour. His language 
is the pdthotichanguage of the Prophet: 
O thou fword" of the Lord, how long ere 
hen | biel Put thoſe f uro thy ſcub- 
2 . IO) His" heart's 
| — — te Goc fut be, that 
oe. III. L. he 


246 SER MON AKNNUL. 
he who ruleth the hearts of princes, 'who 
_ givith.cougſellogs wiſdom, and reſtrainoth 
the madneſs of the-people, may ariſe and 
halpſ us aſwage out animoſitirs, avert 
our dangets, heath the weapon of the 
deſtroyer, ancbmake us all tolknow and 
Tee the real happineſs of all, RECON- 
GH-IATION rand. PRBAC E.. 1 171 
01 1 Wo yboou!d 5 36 vrobroleñ 9717 ved 
with ſuch l impreſfons ; ve coae: to the 
wouſe d ofꝰ Gad, and apider before him, oiĩt 
4s-nataral>atid-alas,\but too neceſſary to 
 otifiders:biow! we may render: ourſelves 
drf@,,urtwainky of then dicfiings. me im- 
Plots, :: 7:0qq8, 2ĩ 3 H va oe 9 vt. 


ogapons] 2H - OTIS} bas 3nams)if}ar> 
| : 191887 principles. f abroiholy religion 
ere ſomnetimes repreſeritediae.detaching vs 
| from all. avi dennectione, und teaching 
te look dowawith indiffctence ori the 
9 inteyeſts of; eurtilly commu- 


21 | 4 . 1 | $8 : tics. 
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ous and falſe: fbr we = laue . 0 
© {earned Ghrift.” Botk che precepti aH 
examples of his goſpel, tend to form the 
well as the frithfut' ſubject of & Low's 
univerſat kingdom; As citizen A el 
as chriſtians, ye are  ni/WaffentMe}*f6 
are now exhorted; ye are entreated to 
conſider ſeriouſly, deeply, and carne y, 
bo bur rational datgers muy beta Verted, 
and our national proſperity eſtabhiſned und 
ec e e t 36. , Mime 
a 6.6687 15) 8332,00M 727 Halden 
Br ein wwe, ſecluded: fron! 'the uf 
and crafted fene of Hfe, can we ebm 
uber 20 che Hatiomaf property My 
brethrer f n alf the events and” Neifft- 
tudeeöf this world we te byte means 

to Wafthe our regardò to what ure Nalled 
TJecond- chufes! We are to elevate Our 
Beürtü do tlie fir Alaüghey Agent: to 
Veonſſckt the ftuntiens in en we may 
gens ybe L 2 be 
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. intments of hi 
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ns ry en 
Kan inſdos. 


Wee Ma 47 -naitinds 2K 
bois a 918 Bf t homo won 916 
-ritereotione, ene hen henhathi per- 
Sopfoind.nans Mig ſmall-cloud, 
calami 15 1 
ity which at firſt appeared ino 
Fansioint #:[preadingsþlackenjug, and thayat- 
iam 9 and, the 
— err, Miour lifted. againk 
RIGA hen. VN ichs we en 
that 
| r Pe —ͤ 
. — 
doe is nd dds the 


4 | & 4 advantage 


Ebbe t 1 
advittage' of AL ORF pl Ys 7 
dwihons are =o TT n oh Ude 
we hear, os the child behaveth himſelf 
4 ea M arent and 5 
« againſt” the hor otia ihe ry 2 'on 
other we are told. 4 96 ny people, Ne wh 
6 © Rad "heb, "ray hes # $4700 At fuch 

1 156 weiß "Gi 


Pres how havo WE ie theſe it 
tation? We mobld Hedbutly alter 
that” ndtiodal” calamity can bt Aertöd 
only by natiohaf fefbrnation; And that 
if men Would be sndllbd te ache ones, 
they mut frſt be" tebonitiled” ts 2 
Every Hetber of Gele l. thi crete 
4 t0 m Uib ain this Vt 
of refbrmatiön; and t boüflder the fan- 
— of 08" We" "Sl 
of the utmoſt conſequence to $ihers” 2 3 
Mn as to his own ſoul. Ta the —4 of 
. tte cvtry Hugle fbidier hath” His re- 
pecnde dat; n n eng t, 
* o0ontiibutes 


. 


Th e e and. — 
RE tion, with. whatever. powers, 
not. only ſecures o himſelf * a glorious 
. contributes his part ta eſta- 
-his Lord's kingdom, and _ 
ing the dominion 91 Satan. ois 
ies sm 10 Denti ved e312 
ar hat arg the tranſgreſſions nen 
fo ſorſake, as more eſpecially unfriendly 
signal proſperity Our, own. con- 
cienecy inform ug; our own; hearts bear 
witneſs. to our ern are of that 
uniyerſal corruption, which when detail- 
ed.fr om this place, the odious deſcription 
is.too frequently. regarded a5 che difates 
A 20069. e mew ame of. + 
profeſſige. .. Biro pains: fat Sly 20 
i Wah St int 0H tl Of 2 ti 
or up tg hg great and exalted of 
thele nations. e _— 
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God ? Do they reverence: his law} Are 
ed, peaceful, and benevolent principles 
of the Goſpel We judge no man, 
There is one who judgeth: Who knows 
eth and ſeeth how far the example of a 
PIOUS PRINCE hath influenced all thoſe 
in authotity under him; and how far the 
general profligacy muſt have extended, 
which hath taught the froward and the 
ſactious to deal this cpitbet e 

in ſoorn. Sat? o 811 Id evour lor 
Jo z Autre 10 117. v3 boils hs t oleibnt 

| 50 0. who have been oonverſant in any 
of the more elevated ſpheres of life, ſay, 

hath it not become faſhionable to pour 

contempt upon the national religion? 

Jo ſpeak: of God's everlaſting word; as 
the word of etrour, fraud, and ſuporſti- 
tion ? Tu deride every prineiple but that 


To conſine the thoughts, deſires and 
Hopes, 5 ſordid cirele of this world ? 
30 | To 


tz2 SERMON XXIII. 
To liſten to the wretched babbler who 
voice of ignorance, when it en this 

e lie down wich the beaſts that 
periſn + A en 244 Nod gon Un gig 
Noch ln banani t GD ATE OW 
Asx thoſe who eee 
vailing manners of theſe nations, eren 
They will tell you of that diſſipated and 
voluptuous abuſe of time and fortune, 
inſolently called the Art of Living; of 
the inordinate cravings of | vanity and 
ſenſuality, vhich fill the mouths of the 
reſileſs with the brawlings of faction, or 
attach the ignorant and ſervile blindly to 
principle, the defiance: of every decency 
in private life; the practice of faſhionable 
fraud ſtiled elegant amuſement; the in- 
dulgence: of revenge! and: pride that af. 
ſumes the name of honour ; tho diſregard 
or | | of 
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of religious ordinances, even among thoſe 
ho do not openly renounce their faith; 
the wanton contempt of God's miniſters 
and their labours ; the careleſſneſs and 
inattention even of the leaſt depraved ; 
their indifference and inſenſibility to their 
immortal intereſts; their imitation of 
thofe vanities which diſgrace their ſupe- 
riours; their feyerith chirſt of dangerous 
und contemptible pleaſures, their frivolous 
purfuits, theit futile competitions, their 
 ehildith engaenients. Ne, 2" . * 
101). £2911] 0-418 .10 Bot * Nad 4. Li 
Ap of the manners of the ug 
alas, we are daily 'witneſſes 3 0 brutal 
crvelties unknꝰwn "even among oùr cor- 
rupted'neighbours l pine and violence, 
and defiance of "every orditiinte*human 
and divine; Noth} and fraud, and beaſt- 
iy indulgences and that hafdened inſen 
Ability, which'treats'a' ſolemn appeal to 
b of karte wick hideous le- 

* — 
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obligstion of a, ſacted oath. God grant 
the tremendous enormity. may not have 
grant, that it prove not 2 peculiar re- 
proach: to: this very land li. 
10 Goiestiui 1511 : eſbeꝛoln: lange 
Aun alas, this land, a land which 
Providence, hath reſcucd from barbariſm, 
kinds ; where even we, of this generation 
can trace the rapid, progreſs of civility 
and proſperity, ſhould of all others, (for 
of all others). labour to be without. re- 
proach... Vet, we might, enumeratg the 
exceſſes, follies, and corryptions. pecu- 
larly our own, We might diſplay that 
pride and infatuated. preſumption; which 
have ſo often fought, againſt gur intereſts 
a 4. Nation; the diviſians and factions 
ve hayg maintained, under the falls pre- 


ide d abacd end a 
vid ei 
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extinguiſhed all PROS IR dlovkdous 
ir An Nas 0 Sils bis 
ur it is grievous e, ſuch 
object Vet, let me mention one vice, 
ſpread, countenanced, and favoured, in 
theſe nations. I mean the paſſion for 
venge and malice, inſolence and pride, 
or «perhaps ſome Auodetine puraple, of 
ſelf· intereſt. The, is in the me- 
moty of many among vs, hen this fury 
hurſt from its vfual concealments, and 
raiſed] the head with undiſguiſed impu- 
dene: We know that its viruleger hath 
been ſhed on every character, even the 
moſt exalted. In the elevated ſcenes of 
lie, in the diſcuſſion of publick conduct 
and publick characters, we are told that 
fach oſſences muſt; came But we know, 
that in inferiour diſtricts and communities, 
_46:odipps;and conterptible have ak- 
 modw wardly | 
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_ Vary imitated” this" licence; affd that 
Tearcely in atlyiretirement,” can the moſt 
| unoffending be aſſured of enjoying the 
peace of ben u b. the honeft diſ- 
charge of bis ſbcial duties, When there 
ate Yehitles' to "Gonvey" to publick view, 
the watitoneſs of malict of ah obe man 
WhO wilhes td diſturb his peace. I aſk 
not Why the vigour 6f government hath 
nbt been exerted to cruſh theſe ſerpents. 
P enquite not into the propriety of thoſe 
wmirüfg or modes f jiolicy, by Which they 
hade Been ſuffered to ehaùſt their oατ) 
venom f 1tilt ce indiſtriminate tage of 
ectifüré hath, ar length, "deprived bit of 
its fing; and the innocent ind guilty 
Alike are taught to defpiſe the impotent 
of its Hills. valo gui! nt . See flom 
Syubnos Aoileiug 10 nollinglib 5 of i 
_ 2211 firs theſe uind any other ffaiks öf 

national eotrupti6t;,2is4t* for d to rely 
edifidently om the urin of AMIS for 
n God f Heſh, 


br whom 
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whom we have defied and: forſaken We 
contend, you ſay, with the diſloyal;and 
lious maꝝ he made dreadful inſtruments 
of..God's, wergth. „ But we hayg bes 
hitherts ,viQorious.; ,, Wretched is the 
triumph, which ſhould end: at laſt; in the 
remorſe. of. the united / tribes; of Iſcael, 
when, ptaſtrating themſelves before God. 
they 5. It up. therr, voices. und ach- fare,” 


And as it a mall thing that weigontend 
with thoſe who, are, ſaid o be ſoder ani 


devout ahh theis weapons-in: their 
hands. to have, H iber pr th Land 
i thee marths?' e¶Theſe, you ſays are 
lypociticel appearances. Then yyilkGod 
who ztrieth; aur thoughts, , condemn; the 
hypoarites. But woe, to, the Goful er. 
tua ha qudgethſ of the ſinegtit of 
—— his own heart! and wos tothe 
 weetghed politieian, who. conliderethi hot 
dhe aldaminginfluenge æxen of a form. of 
BAR: eee wn, of e ee 
22] IA 
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Ir den we hope mat God will yet be 
Fracibus, and grant us che ineſtimable 
bleffing'of peace, let us inſtantly dive 
ouffelyes of 'overy vain hot of our 
eorfſequence, of bi might; of the weak - 
Bols und perverſtneſs of our gaitifeyers, 
or of the julie of S cant. Let the 
Aae of this werldrroft in due dma- | 


Nt e Gone?" po — 
wee ee, bee eee ieee ee 


Vn Preite to cher Ahd aue it 
witaUiſpirit M isothb nu PYf grit 
pee Wich Hier only? ff ed te,ciGhs 
very other prinefple, moral briſdeial, but 
Svfitiims: in it all bat is Wunde and 
praiſe-worthy in a man or u den. 
41 - Let 


> 
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he ruliog principle of conduct, and we 
ſhall need no exhortations to juſtice, 
equity, and charity, to pegzee, bene vo- 
lence, and candour. It weill Harmonize 
our diſorders and render ill our actions, 
icouriſcl, and devices, gravious and Com- 
Hortable to thoſe around us? It will teach 
us, (if there he need of ſuch in ſtruction) to 
% honour lr ling, to pray eurgeſtly that 
the wiſdom ſrom above may gtde him, 
and the ſhield? of the Alimighty protect 
wi from the . ſecrer council with- 
ad and ide inſurrettun of the niorkers 
* miquity,” nette ver che muy be 


found; it will diſpoſe us to ſubmit 


[hatiohal authority) und to Hm HG ver it 
ey he delegated i not toſſodo ubout by 

20very Wind of tlamouror diſcontent; but 
_ "adberingoNeadihy:ito\'tharwſpftony of ſu- 
| pre *powe?;:>Which) Provideixee hath 
n — — 


book © a 


hy, 


Fhearfully -dad<qeterently td lieibonſl = 


NOT | and 1 the 
ſure baſis of our freedom and our hap 
pineſs. For we muſt not be xeerepenyd 
40 the prope ofthe wiſe man- e 
and innovation, of thoſe; who ſpeakevil 

ant aur ot qur rulers, -but of ou" g- 
vernment - who, ſputn at ſubordination, 
— —— cof itt 62- 

Publican; ſpirit / which is aid to! have 
ariſen among us; for: it is a-ſpiritatterly 
confrigndly-X0 chat vc libertyn whoſe 
uſorit affocts, to cht. Ne 2? 
mn 2 Ae rand 
— —— 

-geater/fores}c: But: E find bbfont mer! 
hp a o Ahe nme moſe . Garaber 
n yffrungi unte the hinggdont of lira,” 
that bad their anni! treafures cancbring 
. 
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need not be reminded, that HERE, every 
doubly odious, and every degree of de- 

pravity load us with tenfold guilt: but 

rhat eyery good word and work ſhould 

-iſia-Grogryhis place, as * proper centre, 

e 18777 ere 
o T s toy eve Io K 
As to thoſe of ſewer years and. leſs 
experience, they, I truſt, will receive the 
word of exhortation gladly, They cannot 
be inſenſible to thoſe events which, affect 
the publick welfare. They can already 
judge of their inſſuence and conſequence. 

They have already learned what it is that 
- * exalteth-,a natiam; and what is ““ 
.* reproack;” and the deſtruction of by aw 
beck. And at their time of life, if 
ever, publick ſpirit, and a love of their 
country, arg principles fervent in inge- 
nuous minds. On this day, we addreſs 


ourſelxes ;tp, theſe principles; we are 
Vox. III. M pleading 
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leading for our brethren and fellow- 
ertizens, for thut empire in whoſe boſom 
e ire protected, for every member in its 
"Wterided circuit; for parents, kinſmen, 
Friends, "the rifing age, and every future 
Veneratiön. In che nume öf every ten- 
Ger Clarity, of every endearing connec- 
tion, we entreat you; to approve your- 
ſielves real lovers of your country: to 
Mäbitdste "yourſelves, even iu this place, 
*6 ratibnal obedience and ſubmiſſion; to 
; — — courſe of eonduct 
beffts your nurture; to labour meekly 
and Glfgentliy for that knowledge, which 
may enable ybu to difcern the true in- 
" tereſts'of ſoeiety, and for thoſe virtuous 
principles, which may make y o zealous 
Im the proſectiom of them. 80, by your 
eee 0 your 
after 9 the 
hands of providende, of disechng., per- 
| boo * Kn 
around 


** 


8 ER MON XXXIM. 163 


part faithfully to turn aſide the wrath 
of the Almighty,” "from rege 
from! þ ge ; 232497 83 JON” 
{pF 226truifts T5 
Au would to Gear: that every of- 
— creature would fuffer the ter- 
rours of the Lord to fink deep into his 
heart! that on this day, the gveat ant 
the exalted; the lowly and obſcure; the 
proud, and ſenſual, and ſelfiſh, and in- 
ſenſible, the preſumptuous ſcorner, the 
e capnſe] by words without knowledge,” the 
all alike; ſeriouſly and feclingly humbled 
"before God, and awakened to a ſenſe of 
thoſe glorious and momentous purpoſes, 
for Which we were nnen re- 
mann 10 10 140078 St # 4 
. 262 bas A02mmbemws u lo renn 
ae een may we hope that God 
vin ſay to our preſent adyerſaries,— 
M 2 4 85 « 7+ 
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Hariaimitg liberty. cuery one 10 in, brother, 
nor is there any other reaſonable. ground 
of aſſurance, that the meaſure of our 
Iniquaties is not nt Thie hour, full; that 
he aftrratidns of God's avenging provi- 
at nocrare not already evident; and that 
the: bath; not choſen; another; people, and 
bother; land, to plant his name and 
Iwotſhip there os {1 bin bud 
dach ee eee ee e dete 
10 lerthen ye would not * fear theiryfear” 
-who have» atiſen, or may atiſe againſt 
2 htarken to the voice of the Prophet. 
1 (ith hearts.of: bre- 
-thren;;we-Jament the loſs of one; tribe, 
it is the ardour of our repentance, the 
ſincerity of our amendment, and the 
rey of che Almighty, which can bind 
ig er en e ind 
8 A NM 7 
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up our wounds and reſtore us once again 
to UNION, AMITY and PEACE, 


GRAN this thou God of 3 who 
hath ſpared us in the midſt of our of- 
fences! Let thy gracious ſpirit deſcend 
into our hearts in this the hour of our 
humiliation ; that the facrifice of theſe 
nations may be acceptable in thy fight ; 
and that we may be effectually moved 
to an humble acknowledgment of thy 
goodneſs, our ſole reliance, and to the 
habitual praQtice of holineſs and righte- 
ouſneſs, our true n . 
Chriſt our Lord: , „ 
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8 E RM O N. XXXIV. 


Preached m the church of St, Anne's, Dib. 
In, on Wedneſday the 1oth of Buß, : 
bh 1779; ; being the day appointed. for a Le- 
neral 12 3 on cccgſon of the American 
war. Publiſhed at the requeſt Us Phe 


| arg Yhioners in why ofembled,. 
2 22 . 2191 al 
roche see 0 E N 1 


* 
- of © 
\ * =» . 


- » BZEKIEL, Chap, xxviii. ver. 1. 


Pine” heart war Lftet up,” becauſe e thy 
beauty ; thou fat corripted thy” wiſdom, 
by reaſon of thy brightneſs. I un 
thee to the ground; I will D 

er ee, th a eee v 


T0! cr 18 vo 6 

In u tho-dolemin hae: cob Aten, 
when through the whole extent of theſo 
realms! we are all with: one voice to 
— IND ARIA 
Allah if 


168 SERMON XXXIV. 


We are too well inſtructed to imagine 
that-a formal compliance with autho- 
Are an exteriour of contrition, however 


ecently. compoſed, or any flight impreſ- 
= of our unworthineſs, or any tran- 


' fient and ineffectual ſorrow for our of- 
fences, can be accepted by him who 
« trieth the reins and the heart.” If our 
preſent devotions are no more than theſe, 
let us proceed no further in the abomin- 
able ſacrifice, for © it ir not ſuch a faft 
« that. God hath" choſen” In the ſervice 
* this day, we have E it ee 


prion. A 29 THINS 4 

Wk K v « unn . 85. IDO 
Bor jerk we are to be awakened 
to devout attention, or whether the i im- | 
preffion-of bur preſent duty needs only 8 
to be aſſiſted and enlivened, I know no 
object worthier our preſtent attention, 


than ſome affecting inſtance uf God's 
1¹ dealing 


S ER MON XXXIV. 169 
dealing with the children of men, and of 
the ways of his adorable providence, irn 
confounding the pteſumption, and pu- 
niſhing the perverſeneſs of a ſinful people. 
such is the tremendous object preſented 
in the text. Let it be attentively con- 
ſidered: and the inſtruction to be derived 
from it will be found obvious and im- 


Hs Tou heap its evidence to 1 
greatneſs of this people, on whom ye 
have heard the ſentence of deſtruction 
ctotieutbed: with fnch- ſolemnity. And 
it is deſcribed by the Prophets in terms 
of the utmoſt magnificence —TrYRE, 
« princes; and whoſe "traffickers the honours 
„ able of tie earth :—who * heaped up 
fuer ar the A, and fine guld ar the 
— Strong in tſie ſea, he and 
4 her inhabitants, which cauſed rhein terrour 
f be on all that haunt 1... Ner- 
itim „ chant 


- 


tonch. the neighbouring people caught, 


a SERM ON | XXXIV- 


« chant of the people for many 1/ies,” —» 


Whoſe +. builders had perfetted her beauty”: 


into whoſe. boſom diſtant nations 
poured their vaſt confluence of wealth. 


The Eaft ſupplied her luxurious indul- 


gences; and from the Weſt was ſhe 
« repleniſird and made gloriaur. Every 
&« precious lone was her covering.” — Her 
„% ſong” and her © harp,” and every in- 
ſtrument of delight, and every ſplendid 
and every | exquiſite gratification -- was 
%. prepared in her Her abundance, yet 
unexhanſted, + filled many people; and 
luer rim. 44 * | 


441555 


- And: this. EY 5 re vrere 
naturally attended by arts and refine- 
ment, ſpeculation and knowledge. From 
early days was Tyte diſtinguiſned by 
philoſophical. reſearehes; and from her 


2 of ſcience. Com- 
nies 2? mercial 


S'E'R M © N XXIV. wr 


+ . Thou ſeakeft up the fum, full of wiſdom 
« and perfect in 'beauty,” faith the Lord. 
She modelled her political conſtitution, 
ſhe improved, the compleated it, fixed 
her ſeat of approbation on the all-accom- 
pliſhed frame ; and pronounced it perfect 
in excellence, beautiful in arrangement, 
and wiſely and wonderfully adapted to 
agrecably to theſe notions of her own 
conſequence, the Prophet compares her 
- magnificence, one of the Cherubim placed 
in the ſanctuary, in the midſt: of gold 
and glowing gems, — 
of ne. c 

nern aN 
Bor mark the eee err due. 
of this ſplendour and proſperity. The 
lente el this people was ( Ide ap. 

nen and 


% S'ERM © N XXIV. 
and flouriſhing condition; and this even 
to an hideous degree of pride and felf-: 
ſufficient confidence. Thou haßt ſam, 
(ſuch is the word of the Lord to her 
prince, the repreſentative of the whole 
ſtate,) I am A Cad, I fit in the feat & 
Cad, in the midſt of | the cat. I am 
the mighty one, and there is none to diſ- 
pute my dominion, or to controul my 
power. My arm hath wrought it, and 
nn 3677 ot 


: 


983-107: gideogras 


*- tude of ti merchanidize,” ſaith the pro- 
. phet, „ thoihave!yflled, he midft of thee 

« filed thy fanttuaries;”\ the ſeats of thy 
glory and authority, by the multitude of 
1 thine ixipities. Thou weft perfect? 
in thy wajs Hum the de that tius mf 
*:created.” The original character of this 
people ns marked — 


bas 


S ERMON XXIV. 173 
tegrity. But theſe honourable diſtinctions 
were effaced by rapacious avarice, by fri- 
volous vanity, by ſenſual pleaſure, by the 
2 eee, wehe 


dans with thn een has 
| tho cwililomsic] this people, that wiſdom 
which they boaſted, became depraved and 
corrupt. Their philoſophy flattered the 
pride and ſelſ-· ſuſſicieney of man ; or 
taught him to deny, the ſuperintendence 
of the Hen and Hort Ox; to aſcribe 
all this harmonious order, and majeſtic 
frame of things to chance; depriving 
diſarming thoſe terrours which ever ſhould 
attend on vice. Nor is it unteaſonable 
to ſuppoſe that her political wiſdom alſo, 
muſt have been vitiated by the pride of 
whether in publick or private life, com- 
9 


* 


1254 SERMON MNV. 
forget that equality in which God hath - 
zeafoh on the rights of others and their 
own; with partiality and predilection to 
themſelves ; to regard the preſent bleſ- 
ſings of providence, as their own pecu- 
Bar and excluſive privilege; and to deny 
ledgr to be eſſential to man's happineſs. 
And their pride thus diQating to their 
Prophet calls e prir ting ame, and 
fir gricumg turm, 2 a Mor none 
ee e S Mr 
Brit i n 4 $475 
bash tee were he edle of iheir 
inſalenoe and blindneſs, in general we 
_ know. that they muſt have been abomi- 
.nable; from the ſentence denounced 


againſt tliis oſſending people 


. thee 80 1 
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eee „% ga place to ſpread nets 
And the traveller of preſent 
times beholds the dreadfully exact and 


literal accompliſhment- of this ſentence. 
A few miſerable habitations of thoſe 
-ufurped the ſeat of ſplendour and mag- 
'nificence, the glory: and the *terrour of 
becher ge 0 ie 2182 ro? 


© 


229 100 118 159 75 12 
ee * "ou peo- 
ple was for tremendous example 
Till cs thee to the ground, I will d 
1% thee before kings, that they m i behold 
-< thee +” —that the great ones of the 
earth; beholding the fall of the exalted, 
might ſtand in awe, and liſten to the 
admonition of this affecting ſpectacle; 
— but . for if 
eee ak hed tht hall ure 

„ thse nds hen odd att rn 


a ann et Ee on _ 
* : 14624 ASS, AT. Y Koeln 038 2 22 171 


ates" + 
4< DOIS 1% 
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Fon this purpoſe it is, (as we are re- 
peatedly aſſured) that the providence f 
the Almighty ordereth the affairs of na- 
Mage is . out to 
— Hoſhe fhall be-xjur every 
one (that ts; proud and lofty, and upon ; 
eue ane that is liſted up; that he may 
remove the veil, and diſpel the cloud 
which hides the divinity from the eyes 
of the carthly- minded, in the uſual courſe 
oñ̃ their purſuits; that by his viſitations 
he may ſtrike terrour to the heart of 
hos inattentive and ſecure, check the 
dangerous career of inſolence and op- 
preſſion, and make the exalted, feel that 
4; the Moti High ruleti in the kingdom gf 
a de dt to roitinambs 
Mate; 1635-1: bobaimednidiieontiiod ct! 
> «anche dad; ſueh ſuperin- 
tendence found only in the Jewiſh na- 
tion, we might be told that this people 
were „ 1 extraordinary interpo- 


194 ſitions, 


S'E'R M O N XN 199 
ſitions, from which we can deduce no 
conſequences with reſpect to other ſo- 
cieties. And yet we find the moſt fear- 
ful denunciations againſt this people, 
cloſed with a general ſentence on eV,? 
offending people under heaven. Miere- 
« ſoever the carcaſe is,” ſaith our Lord, 
—in whatever place or nation the Jewiſh 
corruptions may prevail, and the objects 
of God's wrath be found. thither will: 
% ' the” eagles be gathered together — there 
will be found the miniſters of God's juf- 
tice and of his fry poured out,” as 
ſurely as the bird of prey darts on its 
appointed quarry.——And when we ſee 
anne — and — up, ac 
cording to the ſecret order of his provi- 
dence; what are we to conclude, or 
what inſtruetion ſhould we deduce” from 
the things written ꝗ6— 
Vor. III. 3 but 


198: S ERMON | XXXIV. 
but that momentous truth, at this day 
tobe received with fear and reverence, 
that in theſe latter times is hand is 
<< ot /hortened;” but that in his juſtice | 
as woll as in his mercy, he is © the ſume 
1 and pe and on ever?” 
Hood ave 1713 * 
On if 1 4 1 
that they will not diſcover the great 
events, it is now no time to encounter 
their perverſeneſas. We know that na- 
ture, and the cauſes and effects of na- 
ture, are no other than the works of the 
Lord, appointed and directed to the pur- 
poſes of his wiſe and gracious provi- 
dence. We know and are aſſured that 
the winde are his - meſſengers, - the - fire 
his miniſter ; that he ſaith to the / 
<«< :80-through the land, that he fillt 
«and: maketh alive,” that he bringeth 
+ down.-them. that i dwell: on fir, giveth 
ETC e 


-2od 1H 10 


SERMON XXV. 199 
% t tem that have no "might ;" that 
ile hearts of kings”. are in his hand, 
and the madneſs of the 3 — 
b eee controul. * ..5 
$63 aon Hove. ü dl 
De 8 hes Sing jnfiracted 
by the declarations and examples of 
God's wrath on the offending, can we 
of theſe nations heſitate a moment to 
acknowledge, that at this day the judg- 
ments of the Almighty -* are im the 
„% earth? Do we believe his word, and 
can we deem this the language of ſu- 
perſtition ? Can we be contented to oon 
fine our regards to the wretched objects 
that immediately ſurround us? to en- 
lick events? to trace them to theſe 
ſources, to theſe devices; to theſe coun- 
ſels ? to artaign or to defend the ſup- 
poſed authors or occaſions of our diſ- 


tres? Alas l we have heard too much of 
oi N 2 1 long 


uo S ERM ON  XXXIV. 
thy wrath ?—We, my brethren, are, for 
the moſt part, happily removed from the 
Norms of public contention. The lead- 
_ ers and exalted agents in our national 
ttzated and enflamed. But we have lei- 
- ure; and are, I truſt, diſpoſed to hearken 
ta Mh rod and him that hath-appornted 
Hat, with a compoſed and devout at- 
4cntion. And manifeſt are the marks of 
his diſpleaſure ; and . the voice 
of his admonition. C Hagen 213+; ann 


"£53 en nenn een 1363 
ieee eee titne fhould be re- 


corded: in out hearts; and: his bleſſings 
membrance. He reſcued, he defended, 
be directed us, he granted us the bleſſings 


bof a free and equal government, and the 


iaeſlimable enjoymant of pure religion; 


7 570% wy % MA 1 4 he 


| = 
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he Sion back our enemies, he enlarged 
our borders. Britain was the joy of the 
whole earth. People the moſt .diſtant 
bowed before her: nations the moſt opu- 
lent did her ſervice, She Was e Tepler 
% 1/hed and made glorious.” But thon, 
Lord, haſt) again hidden, thy face, and 
we are troubled ! The arm of the child 
is lifted againſt the-parent; and they: of 
our own kindred and language have 
turned their eyes from. the rock ui 
and animoſity are our, portion: in, our 
councils | diviſion, in our ſtreets com: 
plaint, in out houſes mourning; hunger 
and nakedneſa, (here more eſpecially in 
our on afflicted borders) clamouring for 
relief, poverty and calamity uttering their 
piercing cries 3 hideous impatience for 
rapine and bloodſhed; the cruelty; of 
deſpair, the blind rage of envy, the me- 
lancholy neeeſſity of public juſtice, the 
. its utmoſt ſeve- 

| rity ; 


us 8 ERMON | XXXIV: 
nty; che perpetual dread of violence, 
and life of terrour and ſuſpicion and 
anxious precaution, as if we had no 
civil union, no laws” for our protection 
times; and the impatienee of her chil- 
den were ready to renew) the days of 
butrage and deſblution bn! 5 
+ SE $4: #%Hhof Hun bob id anwo 406 
Bor not to dwell on the peculiar” viz 
Htations of our dn unhappy land let 
us” extend our views, as dur affbctions 
ſhotild be extended]; to our” fellow-fab- 
ec. We know, and it is nat the 
Voice of faction which now calls us to 
acknowledge; with hat cotifidence! in 
the arm of fleſhę we feoffecl at che firſt 
uppesrance of hoſtihty in the revolting 
Colonies” Too : nearly feſcrnbling the 
Freat city deſcribed by the Prophet, we 
emed to ſer our hearts ur Lie heart 


f God? — 


- t 
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or who could queſtion our juriſdiction t 
The ſpirits of the rebellious were to melt 
as wax, and the preſumption of the 
gainſayers, at our approach, was to die 
within them. We called them weak; 
we. felt them powerful: we talkeck of 
ſubduing; we found” reſiſtance and de- 
fiance. In our pride we dictated ſab- 
miſſion with equal and perhaps no leſs 
dangerous pride, they renounced all con- 
nexion. Here, our mighty men could 
boaſt but of ſome imperfect advantages; 
there, our menaces were confounded, 
and our vaunting turned to diſgtace. 
We looked: for ſucceſs,” and Wide 
adverſaries” was our refuge. Another 
enemy watched the moment of our diſ- 
treſs, deviſed how we might be brought 
low, prepared, avowed her hoſtilities, - 
iſſued to the conteſt, ſhrunk from our 
aſſault, and boaſted of victory. While 
our foes" exulted, we were troubled: our 


384 


painful anxiety could not be concealed. 

And if our native coaſts have not been 
ing enemics in. the midſt of us; diſſen- 
 utual. accuſation 5, corruption, and pro- 
fligacy beyond the example of former 
days, obſtinacy and indifference, and 
unrelenting defiance. of God's righteous 
n are n of the 
bi: « times... n Wy ? l ” | 


BY 45 >> . 
pn 
52238 | 
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Tuption, dall we not be ted with 
triumphant ſcorn, that this is the formal 
language of our place and proſeſſion, the 
endleſs repetition of an exhauſted topic, 
eaſy, to be reſumed, but diſguſting to 
the judicious and —— 
is the judgment, and contemptible 
refinement. that-rcje@. the ,yoics,of truth 
and freedom. In this place, and on this 


af God's 
2 ſhall the miniſter N 
M36 54 
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| word fear to offend the faſtidious and 
affedted? to provoke the pride not yet 
ſubdued, or to encounter the ſcorner 
Who heareth not rebule? Shall he 
who is to bear teſtimony againſt every 
tranſgreſſion, ſpeak + /mooth things,” to 
the diſſolute exceſſes of our lower orders, 
to the -indifference and inſenſibility of 
vailing defiance of every religious mo- 
tive, and contempt of every ſacred truth, 
the licentiouſneſs ſo headſtrong, and ſo 
ſhamefully undiſguiſed, which have ren- 
dered the exalted of our people vile in 
the ſight of God and man? dif: ene 


19 Abe 1. 35% * 7 N88 Mie * e 01 ©6329! A 


Bur the ſtrongeſt Aeneas de en 
n and the ſevereſt repreſentations 
eee this eee 
— — or — 
-nounce the fulneſs of God's inevitable 


wrath 
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wrath againſt us. There is no authority 
to cry out in the inſpired language, Ver 
4. forty days and NMievel ſhall . be over- 
« thrown.” And in vain is the word of 
exhortation ſounded in our cars, if there 
be no hope, no expectation, but a fearful 
looking for of judgment, temporal and 
eterttal. No, my brethren ! The power 
that raiſed, can allay our ſtorms, the good- 
neſs that delivered, may again reſtore us, 
and the long ſuffering that hath ſpared; 
may ſtill lead us to repentence. Impietyʒß 
and iniquity have been our chaſtiſement, 
but enormous as they may be, God for- 
bid that they ſhould become our deſtruc- 
tion! As individuals, the things which 
belong to our peace are not yet hidden 
from our eyes. Is à people, we truſt, 
(and O that this truſt were fixed on the 
firmeſt baſis!) that God hath not yet 
utterly taken away from us, fle. fig 
„lud, the af, the mighty mam; amd tir 


Anni s . 20 salat ot mT 
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„% nan of war, the prudent, the wp 
6 mann 21 5 

T1 n 2921 4 ballusti xz lit . 
Leer us ne th . that 
diſappointment and diſtreſs have been 
our inſtructors; and that at this day, 
ſome promiſing indications of a moderate 
and: equitable temper may be found 
among us. We ſeem to feel and confeſs 
that the iſſues of war are precarious. 
The firſt. ſudden rage of indignation and 
diſdain hath ſubſided; and the devices 
of our counſellors have been to reſtore 
on terms of conceſſion and compliance. 
diſpoſition o und tie heavy burdens, 
«' and 10 let the oppreſſed go free The 
ſuſtained its burden without repining, 
and ſcarcely with complaint, hathꝭ been 
viewed; not without a kind regard. It 
ſeems to be acknowledged,” that equity 
asbl and 


388 SERMON MV. 
and policy call loudly, to en vigorate this 
been miſerably exhauſted, by the preſent 
quarrel; and by a reaſonable and neceſ- 
ſary extenſion of our commerce, to re- 
indulge our aſſection to the parent-ſtate, 
by an eſſectual aſſiſtance in time of need. 
And bleſſed be the advocates for ſo ge- 

nerona a policy, and bleſſed be thoſe who 
ae ſo WISE and ſo usr as to ſupport 


— * 5 N Foun! af 
Ane 505 bot behielt en iminfHb 


Sur 05 tenen 201 3n70% 316 205 
their influence and example be directed 
to diffuſe a general ſpirit of equity and 
eee ns ——— had angie 
High and labour . 
torrent of corruption, and to ſupport the 
eauſt of God; ſtill, let it be duly weigh- 
ed, that national e formation, and all its 


On | attendant 


S ERMON "XXXIV: 189 
attendant bleſſings, ate derived only from 
the united efforts of every individual. 
Nor is there an individual among us of 
whatever order or condition, who is not 
bound to lay this ſeriouſly to heart- 
Publick diſtreſſes are the warnings of an 

all- gracious parent, not to nations only; 
but to each particular; recalling him from 
the errour of his ways, that in the great 
day of retribution he may be able to 
ſtand before the Son of Man. He then 
who contemplates the difpenſations of 
who. conſiders the preſent tokens of his 
diſpleaſure, and proſeſſes to humble him- 
muſt approve the ſincerity of this humi- 
liation, unleſs he obſtinately embraces 
the portion of the hypocrite. Let him 
ſind the bitter waters of calamity at once 
| IO aft who a, 

ah ay 504 aaitoas oro: 
5 noi itt Ws 
| 4 97 


190 S ERM ON xXXXIV. | 
Wer now prepare to offer up our ſup- 
plications to the throne of grace, that 
God would take from us all hardneſs 
© of heart, all negloct of his ordinances, 
and contempt of his word; and endue 
us with a ſpirit of piety and devotion, 
4 ſpirit of juſtice and temperance, of 
* humility. and charity, and of all other 
graces which adorn the chriſtian pro- 
of a deeply contrite heart, how ſhould 
the mocker of the Almighty tremble at 
his abomninable preſumption ! He cannot 
ſay, I was not duly attentive, - I did 
ſequence of this petition: for he is 
now warned of its ſolemn import, and 
the diſpoſition with which jt ſhould be 
uttered. Let not then even our prayer 


which is harboured in the breaſt of every 


one among us, muſt be put away. Let 
it lie no longer rankling to our de- 
ov: ſtruction; 


— '/ 4 * 
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4 1 ” us — * 8. 
on; let it be expelled and ex- 


Tauer who hear me this day, I truſt, 
have not imbibed the full infection of 
here to encounter the hardened defiance 
and profligate contempt of every moral 
and religious principle! Many among us 
are diſtinguiſned rather by inattention 

and indifference, than by a deliberate o- 
jection of God's law. But their inatten- 
tion muſt be obſtinate indeed, and their 
indifference horridly obdurate, if they re- 
ſiſt the forcible denunciations of God's 
wrath, as well as the affecting invitations 
of his mercy. Self-enjoyment, and diſ- 
ſipation, and pleafure, principally crimi- 
nal in its circumſtances and exceſs, may 
have | hitherto ſeduced; us. In the day 
of proſperity it might be deemed-an over- 
Fo" rigour, to inveigh againſt the 
| n the perſon, tho 
ce 6 ſtudied 
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ſplendour of our ſocieties. But ſuch pur- 
vrhen the ſtorm of general calamity can- 
not ſuſpend them; when it is loud and 
dreadful amidſt all the uproar of vice and 
folly ; when it no longer threatens at a 
diſtance, but hath burſt with its full fury 
upon our own heads; when in every part 
of our o- afflicted country, ten thou- 
the calamities of war, in hunger and 
nakedneſs ; when this City, the ſeat of 
what WI call opulenee, ſitteth . ar 4 
© widow” ſuffering the daily 4% 'of 
4 .children;”. andi\tortured with the cries 
ef thaſe 3 cts under 
vue oer Hoe ent nee nee. wa 1 
Is this a time for-ſelf-enjoyment, for 
gaiety and pleaſure ? for careleſs indif- 
fetence and wanton ſecurity? Within, 
and without us, „ ſide are 


en | A 


S DRM ON XDA. 193 
our inſtructors. They recal/us/ to ſerious 
and ſolemn attention, with a voice loud 

and forcible; like the mie of many 
- << maters."' If our hearts be not as the 

rock, and every ſocial and religious af - 

ſection utterly extinguiſhed within us, 
let us not reſiſt the awful admonition. 
Let us bent ᷓ our fut by rg. 
e teuugſugſe, and our . iniquities, 'by r. 
ing with our maker, let our ſtriving be 
everlaſting joy be our — and 
er eee life, RO W 
e SA dvd, h ho Hoch 
Aus ſor bur bee 7 
. ſale, for the ſake of "thoſe endeared 
to us by every bond of affection; * be. 
4" cauſe of the" houſe of ine Loru,“ and the 
free enjoyment of that holy light of re- 
non ndt yet extinguiſhed in our land, 


wet us {tk che good, and pray for the" 


Peses ef oute Jerufalein, For bereunto 
„e Vor. II 0 are 


\ 
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conſounded, the pride of the gainſayer 
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And that gracious Being who is ſlow to 
anger, will hear the prayer of thoſe who 
truly turn to him. He will anſwer, 
i:Fear” 'thiw rot; fer I am with"thee, be 
nn diſmayed tr I am thy Gol.” * Every 


4: ane fall help his neighbour,” and every. 


man /ay"19" his" brother" be g, good con- 
*rage;” We ſhall have = counſel and 
, ftength for! wür! And when the un- 


natural alliance formed againſt us ſhall 
prove the reed of Egypt, and wound 
the: hand that igiafped it, . the ety "of 


*Epiraim (let us not reſign the hope) 
ee yet, depart, and the adverſa- 


rue" of Judah be cut . Ephraim ſhall 


22 an Fudah; Mall not 

vx. Aplram. The ſeparated ſhall 
fo maker the. diſcordant become re- 
oaneiled: the enemies of poaco ſhall be 


brought low, and brethten dwell in 
unity together. And in the mouths of 


9e 0 II all 
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| all His faints, God malt put 1 Tory f 
chankfgrving - O Lad 7 WW" Way: 
e: rigen "thou *waft ung with "Ms; 
tine anger ir turneu away, cl "thou 
40 comforte me.” | * 20G 


Ir creatures polluted and corrupted 
as we ate, can preſume- to lift our eyes 
to thy mercy-ſeat, — Grant this ineſti- 
mable bleſſing, thou God of mercy ] To 
our earthly ſovereign, and to all who 
| ſtand near his throne, to all of ſtation 
and authority, to all entruſted with the 
| public intereſts, grant a full portion of 
thy aſſiſting ſpirit, that « ſpirit of wi 
« dom and underflanding, of counſel and 
« might, of knowledge and fear of the 


„Led f.—And to all thy people grant 


that the courſe of this world may be ſo 
© peaceably ordered by y governance, 
that thy church may joyfully ſerve 
© thee in all godly quictneſs, —even to 
that day, when trife and war ſhall 
an Es 0 2 15 * *" ceaſe, 
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Trin hall wipe wan all 
88 crying aud pain 
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ly F Faith, that ſuch affection, if not diſ- 


courage. is at leaſt nat inoulcated by the 
Goſpel. . 2uvs | been confuted ; but 
the 


Wige Bach Veen fees ted: It Bath 


Std, chat e of our 
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ſociety 
4% Get 0 f. 40 Hand : detach- 


; ed Gm Al thoſe-canerns and! ;cagnexir- 
ons, in mhichiwe baun. to 
wpprove.gnefelves.ta,Gady. and\gxif.the 
law of univerſal love, were ,. 
leſs, unfeeling, and unnatural indiffe- 


ell nnd © nid en IL 
ncholdl ni qu Dae Notiz 2s ,codirT d: vs 
.cn TAPS i that the Golpcl-precapts arc 
grareally, addcefied; 191Dindividuals, and 
tend generally, to xegnlage the temper and 
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poſe them already members ef eivil ſoet2 
ciety ; they are precepts by whith ESL 
and welfare of | ſociety are moſt effectual- 
iy promoted: they earneſtly und repeats 

edly inculcate the duties ariſing from our 
ſeveral ſocial relations. The ſolicitude 
of our bleſſed Lord, for his country, and 
his brethren according to tlie fleſh, we 
find breaking forth in the tendereſt ef- 
fuſions of affection and compaſſion. And 
ſach was the patriotic zeal (as we may 
dall it) of St. Paul, that his very force 
and ardour of expreſſion ha vo given oocat 
Site ntagerpror ag wiſtaks him 
-Sbguot bas Dauoig ddt ving Jon ev dose 
druxx is indved a love ef our tountry; 
falſely d called which very Chriſtian 
muſt diſolaimi, a6 utterly aepugnant to the 
ipirit of the Goſpel! When it lends à fair 
 Uiſgalifh-eo-nſhtinbls ang meroileſs abi 
tion; when it drives men headlong into 
the ways of i iniquity and cruelty ; ; deſpoils, 

oppreſſes, harraſſes; and purſues what is 
called 
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called national. glory through torrents of 
innocent blood: in theſe. and many like 
caſes, in every caſe indeed, chere a pars 
tial affection for our native land becomes 
inconſiſtent; with the juſtide and benevo- 
lence due to mankind, it is no longer that 
— Ehriſtianaffecion due to qur people and 
our nation hut a ſinful conſpiracy _—_ 
the rights, and-happineſs, of others. 


aA * Lilie 0 bib Gin to 115 


pride, avarice and ambition we ucod but 
uicead16 hn ftgrellionsof tho beat. Nhe 
teach us not only the ground and fqunda- 
non of chis-amiable yirtue, hut the proper 
fits by which it ſhould. he maniſtiſted. 
uch is the: ſubiect on which I now ſpur: 
poſe to anlacge. i At this ti. and in this 
country, it i a ſubject fraſonable and p. 


| per to-'bernoviewed. :- yr) It tot 2015 ; 
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ls the: firſt place then, we ate to hold» 
our country dear, + for our; brethren” and 
* companions” uad By our ſocial union 
it is, that we are enabled to form all thoſe 
| dear ties and connexions which conſtitute 
the happineſs we bow enjoy. Patents, 
children, brethren, friends, aſſdeiu tes, fel- 
low-citizens, are all enabled to live and 

a& together, in affectiom ànd unity; in 
peaveg and mutuuli confidence; and gene- 
rabſegutity.' Their in hertances and ac! 
quifitions;” the fruits of their induſiry. che 
reward of their labburs, are quietly et 
jeyvd, and freely applied to every purpoſe 
of betievolege and duty They fear no 
mage violence; they recur t flo vage 
vloledce>for defence or for redreſß. For 
in their country, (88 the Pfultüſt fpeaks) 
be en agent; the whole 
Lome Admisiſttätion of thoſe wa, which 
Providence) hith2 appointee Hor cheir rel 
Gige.!"Thuk de hey cnableitto/provide 
_ al. „iuzlib n bas wartort 
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aurture for their little ones, protection 
for their help · mates; to cultivate every 
honeſt art, and every liberal refinement of 
a civil tate, to extend their amicable, in- 
terooutſe, and to enjoy all the advantages 
ariſing from a mutual ps of good 
and friendly offices. 75% — 
ba a 57:4 03 boidens Ns 518 Biel 
W e eien not adtreſied to 
the ſordid and ſelfiſh, member of ſociety, 
In vain, do e tell him of the bleſſings en- 
Joyed. by his brethren and companians; 
or of the grateful returns due to that Ja- 
ciety, by-which theſe bleſſngs are ſcaured. 
He hath, no brethren or companion ho 
affeQions ſtrong enough to pierce beyond 
"the narrow limits of bis own intereſt.;iJn 
fome fituations: he may find jt convenient 
10 diſſemble. He may infidionſly.afſume 
dhe appgarancr of public ſpirit: He may 
brawl, Joiidly4,and. contend. violently, fot 
What he, calls, the publick intereſt, .. I 
his; fair and plauſible diſguiſe, he may 
wind 
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wind dis ray ee the 
crooked paths of craft and diſſimulation. 
But let him aſk his on gonſcience, and 
it will aſſute him, that tho end of all his 
labour is the; gratification of his own ru 
pacity, ox x ide, or Whatever paſſion 1$ 
predominantiin his, contrafied mind. It 
is the honeſt, the ingen nous and. liberal 
ſpirit which is ſuſceptiblę of true public 
affcQion;1 It is he yyhoſe heart ig full 
fraught with. Cbriſian charity, that cha- 
gity which extends, to. all around him, 
Who knows. and feels the value gf thoſe 

| je {by all.around 
kim. vinobb 1 i 19: 3081 915 fl Vas at 
Fats, ni, H nad n il: luttohoow £ 
bu ASD; hœrelit f 1s 90 > abused, Mt dh 
JRVELGRES and, affection fox ont oommunĩ- 
ty .myl be, cncreaſe{-, and, ealiveritd, in 
pꝓroportiog tai the wildgm and. goodneſs 
A jity . inflitytions, | and the, proviſions 
made for, more effeQually OO the 
\p9pales'of our civil unn. 


Warur 
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Went men ate fubject to the moſt 
 #rbittary domi on, fill the habitual recol- 

Gon" of thoſe ſdenes, in which,” from 
_ their early year they have fbund plea- 

fare and enjoyment, may give tbem an 

InflinQive lors def their native" land 
z ſecures” many ebene erte 
though not ali, that a' fret and liberal 
ronfiitution can beſtow, the affection fur 
vur fociety becomes a rational principle 
fevnded” on 4. grateful Kue of real 
Penefits receive, And the bopes 9 8 

"Bit eben 


ending and improving 1 
in any ſtate, God hath ſuddenly wrought 
2 wonderful thing - when He in. whoſe 
Hen are aces) both öf Pülnde und 
Teöple, bat, tüched chef to che purpoſts 
E ie gracieub l mefey; when ds! ut this 
Ianto fine land ite Seits öfen 
SEHK Have bden® illuitizwuff i a ffertöd 
Seneca ek osdedbecr of berdiy fe 
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aW from 
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from ont Jeruſalem,  **, {he might man, 
tie honourable, the counfellor, and the 
by chogwent orator,” but hath called forth 
their zeal and abilities, to be the inſtru- 
ments of his providential goodneſa, to 
eſtabliſh the work of our hands, and to 
children then muſt the heart be 
brethren and companions, et their 
Joy, and delight in * n 
io 26 6 REES 

— be God! we hav mani- 
n one 
diſtrict. or the precin@s of one iſland. 
Thejwhole-extent of a mighty empire is 


bf out county; and the members of its xe» 


moteſt borders, our hrethren and; fellow - 
n vob citizens; 
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citizens; with one civit conflitution, and 
one intereſt, and one gracious Sovereign, 
and I truſt, with one heart of loyalty and 
grateful reverence to oath common father 
of an united People. vill i EIT IT 


* 4 * 
- * * - of * 4 p ” © £ 4 r 
—1 bas ab. 7 * 10 , * 1144 „ x 


Bor to return to the general doQrine of 
the tert! The aſfection due to our com- 
munity, is not merely for the temporal 
advantages derived from our ſocial union, 
but, *:decauje of the Houſe of thi Lord our 

Gad; becauſt we have the opportu- 
nity, in civil life, of being nurtured in the 
knowledge and fear of the Moſt High; of 
uniting with our chriſtian brethren in 
every ſolemn act of adoration of the great 
Lord of heaven and earth; of 'worthip- 

ping; ſerving, and obeying ;'6f habituat- 
ing ourſelves and others to eve religious 
duty; of profiting by every pions erutn- 
2 letting our own light ſd "ſhine, 
that men may oe out good works,” edify | 
by Se piety, and catch che flame of our 
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devotion. Would to God! that they 

who with ſuch exquiſite ſenſibility. watch 
over our civil rights, were, in every in- 
ſtanee, equally ĩmpteſſed with the import- 
ance of our religious intereſts. + Alas I it 
is not by refined reaſoning that men are 
ſeduced into a ſhameful indifference to 
the duties of a Chriſtian life, the real 
bappineſs and honour of every individual, 
and the exaltation of every community. 
They call it philoſophy; but they call it 
rance tricked out in the gaudy colouring 
of affected ſpeculation, whiſpering peace, 
where there is no peace, and pandering to 
who. have not forſaken the aſſembling 
yourſelves before God, who have at this 
moment, taken your part in the ſolemnity 
to the religious bleſſings you enjoy, or 

forgetful of the reverence and affection 
due to the community, in which) the 
i Houſe 
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Houſe of the Lord is bed aer 
ee ahi ha foot Ow 


Now robs an -e e 
on, who names the name of Chriſt, that 
muſt not feel the force of this affecting 
motive, whatever be bis principles, or mode 
of worſhip. For conſider, I beſeech you, 
that at this day we enjoy a full meaſure 
of religious liberty. While our Governors 
are free to chuſe that mode of Chriſtian 
doctrine and diſcipline, to which they 
are to givè a publio ſupport, every mem- 
ber of our ſociety. ie alſo free to purſue 
any other mode his conſcience ſhall direct; 

ſerving God in the way that he approves, 
without reprœach or moleſtation :' and all 
joining, as 1 truſt we do, as faithful and 
affectionate fellow citizens, without envy- 
ing or unreaſonable prejudiee, without 
jealouſy; cenſure; or uncharitableneſe, in 
mutual forbearanee and indulgence, in 
the 3 charity and loving kindneſs, 


of” as 
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as ſervants of the ſame Maſter, and 
children of the ſame Family, whoſe head 
and father is Chriſt Jeſus. Alas! this 
was not the ſtate of our fore-fathers 
Oppreſſion and perſecution diſgraced their 
dreary periods; and every ſe and every 
faction, in their turn, experienced and 
inflicted the ſeverity of a rancorous into- 
lerance. But let us caſt a ſhade over the 
errours of old time. If we be indeed con- 
verted, it is our part 7o_firengthen our 
tren, to profit by our preſent oppor- 
tunities, to cultivate" the bleſſings of peace 
and benevolence, and with a godly 
ſolicitude for the ſpiritual as well as 
tetnporal- intereſts of ſociety, to cheriſh 
and'- propagate the principles of true 
religion, as our ſtations and abilities may 
admit. For this is the flay and the fta.“ 

| —— and en ee indivi- 
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An having thus conſidered the grounds 
and reaſons'of the affection due to that 
community, by which we are protected 
in our deareſt rights; we are in the next 
place to enquire how this affection is to be 
expreſſed,” and what fruits it ſhould pro- 
duce. And here alfo, we have the royal 
Prophet for our direction. 7 will ſay, 
% Prace' be within thee,” or according to 
the tranſlation of our publick ſervice, I 
will wihh thee proſperity.” And, Till 
feel ti good: or, I will ſeek to do thee 
% good. To an afſectionate regard, then, 
for the welfare of our ſociety,” we are to 
add our upright and zealous endea vours 
to promote its welfare, according to the 
eireumſtances and ſituation in — 
1 Providence hath placed us. 
SA NS Godt 20) nth. 
WY I no to addreſs myſelf to the 
great ones of this world, to thoſe whom 
God hath raiſed up to be immediate 
guardians of the «1 welfare I ſhould, 
4 en. IH by 
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vy God 's grace, boldly enforce the ſacred 
and momentous duties to which they are 
appointed; the zeal and diligence they 
ſhould*exert, the comforts and advantages 
which ſociety-juſtly claims from themy as 
national-counſellors, miniſters, law-givers, 
men of ample property, exalted ſtation, 
diſtinguiſhed abilities, or extenſive inflo- 
ence.” I ſhould labour to recall their at- 
tention to that unetring wiſdom which 
trieth the heart, and that tremendous juſ- 
tice which ſhall call every ſervant to a 
ſerie account 1 50 ny committed 1 

lee af'® 8 


24 221 * 40 Jas 45 
1 „yz bleed be 10 we FO”; in 
our ſevpral' orders and degrees, the oppor- 
tunities and power of doing good to ſor | 
_ ciety, Nor can it be denied that a ñneere 
and atdent*2eal for the publick welfate 1 
hath beef frequently and honourably | 
diſplayed,” what the pride of man calls 
the inferiour orders of Hife. We have he 
us MR P2 2 b fame 
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ſame; affections with our ſuperiours, and 
naturally the ſame judgment to diſcern 
the real intereſts of a country, ſo far at 
leaſt as we have power to purſue them. 

We have the ſame motives to endear us 
to ſociety. And ſuch is the unſuſpecting 
ardour of our publick ſpirit, that thoſe 
above us may have ſometimes found it 
an uſeful inſtrument of their ſiniſter pur- 
poſes, and betrayed: us into faction, while 
they affeQed to lead us forward in a pub- 
lick cauſe. We may be deceived; but our 

Principle is upright and honourable. And 
how effectually it hath operated for the 
advancement of the publick welfare, let 
thoſt bear witneſsgwho have obſerved the 
progreſs of events in this country, even 
for a feu ycars. We may be accuſed of 
turbulence and faction, and raſh med- 
dling in things tog high for us. But that 
in our, moſt | vigorous exertions for the 
publiek, we have been temperate, and 
moderate, and ib a8 well as firm, 
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and determined, and perſevering, the pre- 


ſent glorious aſpect of our publick affairs, 
_ an . and an IRE Oe 


wa, 


* 


as for 15 PTY 0 het humbleft 
and lowlieſt among us, let it be conſider- 
ed, that there is not any order, or any 
ſtation, or any worldly condition, that 
hath not its opportunities to ſeek the 
good of our ſeruſalem. He who. raiſes 
up a family, in the nurture and adma- 
4 nition of the Lord,” is the friend and 


benefactor of the publick. He who labours 


diligently, ſoberly and peaceably in his 
honeſt calling, who reclaims the barren 


waſte, who promotes the uſeful manu- 


facture, who! gives reward to the inge- 
nious, and ſood to the induſtrious, be, I 


ſay, is the friend and benefactor of the 


publick: and he who in any ſtate, con- 
ſcientiouſly diſcharges the duties of his 
Chriſtian calling, and ads in faithful con- 


ſormity to the precepts of the Goſpel, is 


Ig. 1 gat 
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at the ſame time the uſeful and the valu- 

able oitizen. For theſe two RY 

are intimately connected: and 

« God hath e. . let not man yy 

1 0 92. A 20} az 
151 1 Hus 


x 7 can 1 Aiüniß the preſent Labjel, 
without carneft and repeated exhortation: 
The 1ituation-of our country calls us! to 
ſerious reflection. And let every indivi- 
dual among us attentively conſider what 
is his proper conduct, in a period like the 
preſent,” as'a/ Citizen, and as à ſubjecł. 
I ſhall enforce it by the authority of Saint 
Peter! And he hath ſummed it up id 
ſuch expreſſion, as fhould fink deep into 
che hearts of us all high anddow, eminent 
or obſcure, in publick or in privnte life, . 
ad: to 1069509d bas bait olg ei I 
Hovobn AKT hell Taithithe Apoſtie. 
eil 29, nb ast 29216:!5hib yiuoi! 121} 
Ap reſet and honour! maybe :dut 
to e oven differ from ws in poli- 


tical 


SER MON XXXV. 375 
tical ſentiments, or do not hold the 
intereſts of our nation ſo dear, as we 
ourſelves. Let us, at leaſt, not diſgrace 
our cauſe or character, by rudeneſs and 
reviling. Beware of raſſi ſuſpicions: be 
guarded againſt groundleſs ſuggeſtions: 
diſdain reproach or calumny. judge not 
thoſe who may purſue the ſame end, 
with others, but not, perllaps, approve of 
the ſame means or mode of procedure. 
Honour all, whoſe abilities have been 
zealouſly and ſucceſsfully exerted in our 
ſervice; all who have aſſiſted, concurred, 
favoured, and ſupported : for thelc: are 
all lar d honour: 1,49 

Ar the ame me—Lovs THE _ 
THERHOOD. - 7 | +. og! 
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that love, which is at once our bounden 
duty, and our real intereſt. © That falſe 
and diſingenuous policy which caſt us all 


at 
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at a contemptuous diſtance from our 
fellou- ſubjects, and rent us from each 
other, is, I truſt, no more. Let then our 
bands of ſocial union be cloſed and 
ſtrengthened: that at length we may be 
one people, and one undivided nation: 
remembering always, that the calamitics 
of this land have ever iſſued from one 
bitter ſource, the diſunion of its inha- 
bitants, and eſtrangement of their affec- 
tions. + | 


Any, Fran Gov. 


Fon . the * baſe, 
on, which alone the happineſs of | every 
man, and proſperity of every nation, reſt 
ſecurely and immoveably. It is the 
bleſſed root, from which every branch of 
livened, for refreſhment, for comfort and 
protection: while ©. every plant. which 
aur heavenly Faroe hath not planted /hail 
6c be 


93 
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« be rooted up; and every principle ſub- 

ſtituted in the place of his holy law, ſhall 

prove their futility and preſumption, who 

4 Nn ſvelling words of wand. N poinkin 
„% unſtable ſouls.” 


Axp laſtly, we are to Honour Tae 


«' So rs the will of God,” in all caſes, 
and. in every government. But, here, I 
truſt, there is little need to enforce: the 
precept, when every heart exults and 
every tongue proclaims the grateful: love 
and reverence due to our gracious Sove- 
_— one wiſh and one prayer 
echoes through the land, that God will 
give the King his judgments, and his 
righteouſneſs unto the King's ſon: that | 
he may judge his people with righteouſ- 
neſs, ſave the children of the needy, and 
break in pieces the oppreſſor: that his 
e may be directed by the ſpirit of ö 


wiſdom; 
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wiſdom; his arm ſtrengthened in the 
might of the Lord; his enemies turned 
back ; and that in his days, and the days 
of his lateſt poſterity, the righteous may 
flouriſh, and abundance of peace, ſo long 
as the moon endureth. 

Soc ſhould be our Jifpoſitions ſenti- 
ments, and affections: and, * whatſoever 
«we d, as fellow-chriſtians, fellow- 
Citizens; and fellow- ſubjects, . let us do 

it heurtily, as unto th Lord,” from chriſ- 
tian principles,” and chriſtian motives, in 
tlie ſpirit of our religion; and to the glory 
of God's holy name. That fo,” when all 
earthly" communities thall be diflolved, 
and every worldly diſtinction of men loft 
in the glorious kingdom of the Lamb, we 
may be numbered with the ten- thouſand 
times ten-thouſand that ſurround: the 
khrone of God; and with the innumera- 
ble Höſts of glorious creatuts fall be- 
| rt * throne, in Dm praiſe 


. & ITIQ btn and 


* & 4 —— 


— 422 i 


SERMON XXXV. 219 


and adoration, ſaying, © Ble{ing and hon- 
% our, and glory and power, be unto him 
« that /itteth upon the throne, and unto the 
« Lamb, for ever and ever “. 


Amen! O gracious Lord God, may thy 
holy name be ever praiſed and bleſſed, 
in all the Churches of the Saints on earth, 
and through all the regions of glory and 
immortality ! | 
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SERMON XXXVI 
die Perverſeneſs of Sinners... 
Preached at ST. James's, Wrsrur NSTER. 
„Were 
And the Lord ſaid, whereunto then ſhall 1 
 liken the Men of this eee a 
 what.are they lie? n 
They are lile unto children faving in the 
3 ders one to another, 
ee eee mourned fo you, 
2 NCH en 
* 397 4 S * 
. ee deſign of dis Anil 
tudo is to repreſent the perverſeneſs of the 


Jewiſh nation, and eſpecially of thoſe 
7] | | Phariſaical 
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Pharidaionl — — 
knowledge, who rejected every gracious 

dilcguory, God's i in- whatever 
manner, £ by w weil — it 
was conveyed. John Baptiſt declared 
the immediate appearance of the Meſſiah; 
and exhorted them to prepare for his 


- I * 14 
reception, by repentance and amend- 


ment: but he. lived -in ſolitude, and 
abſtinence : and they ſaid, © 7 1 hath a 
« Devil,” © They rejected his extioftations 
as the effects. of lunacy and poſſeſſion. 
«. The, fon--of mam came . eating\iand 
< drinking.” His courſe. of life was 
publick, and his demeanour free. He 
mixed with their aſſemblies and ſoci al 
meetings; taught, and orhorted, without 
auſterity. For theit former objedtion there 
was no pretence; hut their pride and 
malice were not yet diſconcerted. Be- 
25 held aglutteneus man, aild\a:mint bibbet! 
%% ien, prblicans a nner ws 
Sue was the odiqus imputation: 
[s5istigdq „er 
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Ir is this hardened reſiſtance to all the 


diſpenſations of divine mercy, which our 


Lord compares to the behaviour of fro- 
ward and diſcontented children; who 
cannot be prevailed on to conform to the 
diſpoſitions of their. fellows, but obſti- 
nately oppoſe and reſiſt them, whatever 
temper they aſſume, and whatever efforts 
they employ to ſtudy. the inclinations, and 
to court the — 20G of aſſociates ſo 
a and appt | 


We. are | all bk to ene * 
obdurate ſpirit of the Jewiſh nation which 
no diſcoveries. of wiſdom; power or good- 
neſs could ſubdue. We are all ready to 
acknowledge God's amazing condeſcenſi- 
ons to this blinded: people, and that their 
deſolation was but the juſt recompence of 
this .inveterate oppoſition to the means of 
grace. But God grant that the ſimilitude 
of the text be not applicable alſo to the 


men ef ithis generation! in thoſe who 
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openly avow their © evi/ heart of unbe ligt,“ 
we find the ſame ſpirit: we trace it in 
their objections, cavils, and ſuſpicions, 
their preſumptuous reaſonings, and affect- 
ed ſpeculations. We indeed profeſs to 
receive the glad tidings of ſalvation. We 


know the heinouſneſs of our guilt and 


heavineſs of our puniſhment, ſhould we 
be numbered among the 0 the 
hardened; and rebellious And that 
we may not deal deceitfully with our own 
conſciences, let me entreat your attention 


to a few plain and obvious confiderations, 


which may aſſiſt our — in a matter 
of ſuch infinite — 
0 
1 are bleſſed ith x Revelation 
of God's will, our unerring guide; that 


the motives and influences of the Goſpel 


are the moſt powerful that can be propoſed 


to a rcaſonable creature theſe are points 


which need no proof or enforcement. 
In order to be affeionately received they 
240 require 
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require only to be preſented to the mind 
clearly and forcibly, to be weighed, ex- 
amined ſeriouſly and frequently revolved. 
They may indeed be rejected or lightly 
regarded. But ſtill further to diſplay the 
goodneſs of our heavenly. 1 I mean 
to remind you 


- 


* 05 THAT the ſeveral conditions of huma- 
nity. are ſo many different appointments of 
providence, to gain the attention and affec- 
tions of the creature to his ſervice, and to 
lead him to his final deſtination.— Such 
is our preſent ſtate of diſcipline. In 
the ſeveral ſtages we are to paſs, the 
characters we ate to ſupport, the advan- 
tages and endowments we have received, 
the voice of God himſelf is our direction. 
We: hear it: and ſhould- Wee eres 
and _ it. elo 


1435 


1 e cmd ee 
| een under direction and controul; 
Vol. III. 3 and 
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and the firſt dawn of reaſon diſcovers 

the neceſſity of ſubmiſſion and obedi- 
engt. We advance forward with warm 
and lively paſſions, but diſcipline and 
education are their ſalutary reſtraint. We 
are encouraged and directed to cultivate 
every principle which may gradually 
form and compleat the virtuous charac- 
ter : the painful conſciouſneſi of ſhame, 
the ardour for diſtinction, the impatience 
af neglect and ſoorn; the reſtleſs avidity 
With which the youthful mind rejacet/ 
%% 4 giant iu rum iti courſe” of curious 
enquiry. The impreffions of every thing 
auguſt and lovely are at this period pecu- 
Jazly, vivid and tranſporting; and every 
moral principle yet, unimpaired by 
the corruptions of mankind, is pure 
and vigorous. What arc theſe but the 
appointtnent of a merciful creator warn- 
ing us to regulate our deſires and allay 
our ſerxvour, to improve the glorious fa- 


culties he hath beſtowed,' to ſtudy and to 
bas 2 know 
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know ourſelves, to extend and to exalt 


our views, to fix the love of every thing 


excellent and praiſe-worthy in our minds, 
and before the temptations of the world 
have burſt upon us, to form thoſe habits 
which ſhall render us amiable to man 
and abe, to GET 


Buena years teach us the duties 
of humanity, with ſtill greater clearneſi. 
And as the powers uf mind and body are 
gradually confirmed and perfected, man 
muſt engage in ſerious reflection, and 
important occupations; © His cares, his 


purſuits, his ' dangers, his anxieties: pet- 


petually remind him to commend himſelf, 
his concerns, and dependents, to a divine 
protection. Each day he lives preſents 
an example of the wtetehedneſs and folly: 

of every ſinful indulgence. Each year's 
experience teaches the deceitfulneſs of 
all worldly expectations and enjoyments. 


„ his 


Thus doth God inſtruct him to work out 


——— 


1 
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his ſalvation by an active courſe of duty; 
to be vigilant, attentive, circumſpect; 
and to look for his abiding place in a better 
life; ſince this, he knows, 1s -precarious ; 
and all he can poſſeſs or enjoy unequal to 
the deſires he feels within him. 


OLD age is made for ſolemn and de- 


vout reflection. It is the reſpite vouch- 


ſafed to us, to prepare for that awful 
change we are ſnortly to experience. 
God now reminds us every moment, by 
the gradual decay both of mind and 
body, that the day of our diſſolution is at 
hand; calls off our thoughts from worldly 


objects; allays that violence of paſſion ſo 


dangerous in every earlier period; enables 
us to reflect with compoſed indifference 
on the pleaſures and purſuits and com- 
petitions of this world; and diſplays be- 
fore us the affecting objects of eternity, 
when we have full leifure to dwell upon 


777. . 2 1h ielhiems 
9 #32 - ir 4 ; 1 
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them, and full conviction that gg are 
the only objects e our n 8 


f Non is i hs in the ſeveral aku 
our lives, that we have the. cleareſt 1nti- 
mations of God's good pleaſure, but in 
the different circumſtances: and conditions 
of mortality; all directing us by different 
paths, and urging us by various motives; 


to the natural and proper center of our 
affeQions and purſvis, | Larry on 8 


| ngen 


„ P 5 ol proſperity hs to 
allotted , us; of theſe, if inherited, ſo 

much is due to the exertions of others, 
if acquired, o much due to favourable 
interventions. of Proxidence; and the 
enjoyment of them depends on ſo many 
concurring circumſtances, ariſing from the. 
ſuperiour induſtry and ability, and the 
ſocial virtues. of thoſe. with, whom we 
haye to do, that a e n of 


4 


af 
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of our own unworthineſs, and to difpoſe 
us to humility and condefcenſion. Con- 
ſcious at leaſt, that we do not claim theſe 
advantages as our right, that our fellow- 
mortals, as worthy as ourſelves, frequently 
much worthier, are equally the objects of 
divine goodneſs, we muft conclude that 
they are entruſted for purpoſes more gra- 
cious and more noble than the moſt ex- 
quiſite of ſelfifh joys. And in this we 
are confirmed by that comptacency which 
proſperity inſpires, and that heart-felt 
pleaſure which ariſes from every effectual 
exertion of benevolence. Thus doth God 
draw us by the gentle bands of love and 
gratitude, through an eaſy path, tooth 
and unencumbered by Vene difficu- 
ties is bg ae 10 15 [15 


DLAI DIrr" 
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To the poor and the afflicted his Gl 
penſationis are of x different kind, but no 
leſs falutary, and in che egd no les 
—_ and gracious. | Their inftrudtors | 


are 
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are chaſtiſements and viſitations. Meek: 
neſs, 'patience, fortitude, and refigriation, 
are the virtues of their ftate. And their 
ſtate is the appointment of their creator, 
to approye themſelves by theſe virtues. 
Entruſted but with a ſmall pottion of 
worldly bleflings, their affections are the 
lefs engaged by worldly bleffings. "By 
their calamity they are directed to the 
great ſource of confolation. The bitterneſs 
of their preſent ftate is the very means of 
fixing their affections on the joy that 
ſhall. be revealed, and preparing them for 
happineſs and peace, when the mearineſs 
and grandeur, the riches and diſtreſs, the 


pleafure and calamity of this werd ſhall 
be all qu ere Wen 5 at 2 | 1 Wha 


" 1 ' 3 $4 
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Tus it is that the Creator i is pleaſed 
to operate upon the mind of man, in 
various ways, by vatious modes of i in- 
truQion and” admonition, ſuited to his 


n reſpective 
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reſpective circumſtances, with the ſame 
wiſdom of deſign, and the ſame graciouſ- 
neſs. of intention, in all his different 


(Wane, 


% II. 2 now, my brethten, let us, in 
the ſecond place, conſider how theſe ma- 
nifcſtations of God's will are generally 
received ; and whether we ſtand aquitted 
of. a perverſe oppoſition to the motives 
and influences vouchſafed to us. I ſhall 
but repreſent what is too commonly 
obſerved ; and this without eraggera- 

tion. WOT 

| 1 

Lovrn chime. an 1 for in- 
attention and indifference to religion; for 
a diſſipated purſuit of frivolous amuſe- 
ment, or dangerous pleaſure. When at 
this period we are admoniſhed to ſubmit 
to diſcipline, to regulate our paſſions, and 
to form the momentous habits of piety 
and 
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and virtue: the anſwer is ready. We 
have not yet arrived at the ſerious and 
religious time of life. In the fervout 
and inexperience of our days, God will 
not be extreme to mark what is done 
* amiſs, At leaſt we have many days 

before us to deprecate his wrath, and 

return to his ſervice. As yet we have not 
power to govern our paſſions, we have 
not firmneſs to reſiſt allurement. Alas, 
* we. muſt wait for a+ more adeanted 
and ſtrengthened period! But 


7 if. thou haſt run with. footmen, and they 


« have wearied thee, then bot cum 


&« thou contend with. horſes 2 —If the firſt 


propenſities to ſin have conquered- thee, 
how ſhalt thou contend: with habits form- 


ed and confirmed 7 in the land of 
e peace: wherein tluou trigſtedſt, they" uru- 
„ ried thee, then hou "will. thou do in the 
« /wellings of Jordan. If in the diſengag · 


ed time of life thy religious principles ha ve 
yielded 


* 
_ — _— — — 
— ¶ ꝗ⅛ 2 — 
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yielded to the firſt aſſaults of Satan, how 
Malt thou reinforce them when the diſ- 
tractions and temptations of the __—_— 
3 to overwhelm: 'thee? © 


ud. dhe eee of G68 hath 
DANY us to the days of maturity; 
and our duties are again forcibly im- 
preſſed on our con ſciences. But he who 
deſpiſed: the inſtruction of his youth, he 
who was in vain warned of his danger, 
now feels the force of vitious habits. He 
would wilfully reſign himſelf to the im- 
petuoſity of paſſion; he would obſtinately 
abandon the buſineſs of his earliet period, 
and; of conſequence, comes uninſtructed 
in the part he is to aſſume, and unpro- 
vided to ſupport it:* He finds that he 
cannot do the goed that he would. He 
flies to ſociety : he hath buſineſs; intereſts, 
engagements, ſolicitudes, and agitations. 
He devotes himfelf to the world: the 


| batt! ' world 
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world countenances and approves his 
purſyits. He cannot yet fix his thoughts 
upon his future deftination. He muſt 
wait for the n and retirement of 
his OG nc 5 23897 & 298 


= 
wo — 


Bor hie b to the wretched 
objects of mortality are by this tĩme inve- 
terate: and, alas! he finds that encreafing 
years are not ſuſceptible of new impreſſi- 
ons. So: that, inſtead of improving this 
laſt period of humanity to the purpoſes 
for. which it Was vouchfafed:- he looks 
back upon the pleaſures and oecupati- 
ons he one purſued with a peeviffi 
diſſatisfaction at his preſent weakneſs, 
when: he. can no longer diſſemble or 
conceal. it from Himſelf: and if former 
vices be not yet retained, if the peculiar 
vices of old age have not gained total 
poſſafſon of his! heuft, indolence and in- 
Uiffcrnce take the place of violent paſſi- 


ons, 
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ons, and bow down the hoary head,” 
which is croum ꝙf glory” ' when 
ſaund in tie umhm f | righteouſneſs,” 
into the moſt melancholy ſtate of 
dotage; a ſtate of deſperate inſenſibility 
to the intereſts of an immortal crea- 
ture. Such is the progreſs of the 
natural man 1 . _ of 
— elt hn ol en 1 
v in our bee e and 
conditions are we leſs froward i con- 
teracting the deſigus of - providencey and 
reſiſting, the admonitions and inſttuctions 
conveyed.to,cach. Jn: proſperity 'the re- 
flections on our own! unworthineſs are 
too mortifying to be entertained. Intoxi- 
cated by pleaſure; elated by flattery, 
relaxed by ſenſual indulgences, agitated 
by the turbulence of buſineſs and ambi- 
tion, we,.haye. neither taſte nor leiſure 
'M religious exerciſes. and are for the 


vulgar 
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vulgar and the ignorant. Superiout 
ſpirits cannot deſcend to them. Station 
and grandeur have occupations of a 
different kind. _ 6 THE 


AGaiN ; when viſited with affliction, 
man turns away from his ſure ſupport and 
conſolation ; looks up with no friendly 
eye to the advantages of thoſe above him, 
and becomes the prey of envy and re- 
pining. The neceſſities of the body are 
too urgent to admit of any attention 
to his ſpiritual part: his calamities too 
piercing for . compoſed and elevated 
thoughts. They who are more at caſe 
may indulge them: they who have been 
more favoured, may improve their ad- 
vantages. He is perplexed, encumbered, 
and diſtracted; his reſource muſt be to 
ſtupify the ſenſe of preſent anguiſ. 
Thus are the various influences of divine 
grace rejected, by the young, be 


cauſe 
not 
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not yet arriyed at manhood; by the 
mature, becauſe not yet come to their 
decline; by the aged, becauſe the days 
of vigour are elapſed ; by the proſperous, 
becauſe they are not depreſſed ; by the 
poor and diſtreſsful, becauſe Wy. are 


mat onetied; 


W. * let it be a in the laſt 
place, that the backſlidings of man, con- 
ſidered in this point of view, have an 
aſpect odious and unnatural. Frailty, 
errour, and inattention, are the ufual 
palliations of his guilt: nor could the 
moſt abandoned formally avoy! their 
deliberate rejection of God's mercies. Yet 
were we: diveſted of ſelf- love, we ſhould 
diſcover a degree of malignity in our 
offences, ſimilar to that of which the 
wretched ſinner is to be ſenfible, when 
ho ſtands before the judgment-ſeat of 
God, with all the vain ſuggeſtions 

| of 
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of depravity eraſed utterly from his 


mind. 


Wenz God's dealings with mankind 
repreſented to us as the hiſtory of another 
order of creatures, with whom we were 
wholly unconnedted: were we told that 
he had originally endowed theſe creatures 
with exalted faculties, and formed them 
for glory and immortality; that, contrary 
to the plaineſt evidences af his will, they 
had forſaken his ſervice, and forfeited 
their inheritance: that by an aſtoniſhing 
diſpenſation of loving-mercy, in whach 
compaſſien, purity, dignity and  conde- 
ſcenſion were equally conſpicuous, he had 
accepted an atonement for their offences, 
entered once again into covenant with 
them, xeſtored them to their hopes, di- 
reed and aſſiſted. them to perform the 
mercy; ſurely we ſhould at once pro- 
N nounce 
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nounce that the moſt rapturous love and 
gratitude, the moſt accurate and chearful 
obedience, the moſt ſcrupulous caution 
and attention, in their ſhort period of 
trial, were but trivial returns to ſuch un- 
merited goodneſs. But were we told that 
a race ſo favoured, cavilled at a diſpenſati- 
on of ſuch ſtupendous goodneſs; or if not 
profeſſed oontemners of it, were at leaſt 
indifferent and inſenſible, ſtudied pre- 
tences for- palliating their diſobedience, 
and juſtifying their ingratitude; that the 
long · ſuffering of God not yet exhauſted, 
ſtill allowed them time and opportunities 
of returning to their duty, frequently 
warned them of their danger, preſented 
to their view the dreadful conſequences of 
their depravity; and was ſtill ready to 
pardon; and accept them: we ſhould not 
readily determine whether the goodneſs 
of the Creator, or _ — of fuch a 
e S200 Is 3 2% 104217 ee 
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race, were the ſubject of greater aſtoniſh- 
ment. 2 Fi 


Bor we cannot be perſuaded that 
this is a fair repreſentation of our own 


conduct. We treat our offences with more 


indulgence, and think it unreaſonable 
| ſeverity, to be told that e are obſtinate 
in a defiance to all the motives of reaſon, 
and all the mercies of God. No] we 
have been careleſs and inattentive; we 
have felt the violence of temptation; 
we lament our infirmities: neceſſary 
cares and caſual diſſipations have diſ- 


tracted us; and the voice of religion 


hath been drowned in their tumult?— 
A miſerable and ſhameful confeſſion! that 
a creature frail and infirm, and ſurrounded 
with temptations, preſumes to be careleſs 
and inattentjve ;.that a ereature deſtined 
to eternal glory prefers: the ſordid objects 
'of corruption/to the. moſt. affeQing and 
tranſporting conſiderations that can be 


Vor. III. R | propoſed 


. liberal 
part | 


Ter miſeruble and ſhameful as ſuch 
preteriess are, let · us ſeriouſly conſider 
whether they be juſtly pleaded. The life 
of man, degenerate as it may be, is yet 
not ati uniform, vfiinterrapted courſe of 
catcteBnefs and inattention. He is fre- 
quently alarmed by his conſcience ; num- 
Veriels ineidente thete are in human life 
that awüäken him to recollection; and 
which are indeed the ſpecial appointvent 
of God for this very purpoſe. - Have you 
not at ſome time experienced the gloomy 
Hour of misfortune, pain, ot malady ? 
Hath your foul ever been harrowed at the 
night of fome dreadful example of God's 
judgments? Have you ever felt the ter- 
Tour of approaching death? What thoughts 
did yon then harbour? What reſolutions 
did vou then form? Thoſt thoughts 
_ ame we at all times, and 
wo | | and 
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ſtill remain, equally reaſonable and ne- 
ceſſary. Have you been diverted from 
them? At this moment they force them- 
ſelves upon your attention. In the 
preſent hour of ſeriouſneſs and ſolemaity> 
the concerns of this world are ſuſpended: 
be noiſe of tumult and diſſipation 
filenced. - Your conſciences have a fair 
occaſion of pleading with you: and already 
are your paſt offenioes recalled to view. 
You ſay they have been the effects of frail- 
ty and inattention,” If ſo, you will inſtantly 
implore the divine mercy; and reſbive 
to act with vigilance and ſteadineſs 
hereafter p and this not with 4a tranſient 
gleam ef eontrition, but witk ſincerity 
aud trat, for you odo not deny the 
neceſſity of ſuch a conduct. Von 
confeſs that the happineſs or miſery 
of ang =ternial exiſtence e Fins it. 
boss Jin ad zu 01 by dow 10 

Bor if with wanton bade, r with 


ee we deſpiſe or neglect 
* * R2 Aa ſerious 
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a ſeribus application to our hearts, and 
„ ee ee our danger, 

Lknow no tender name for ſuch fro- 
wardneſs. It is an obſtinate and hard- 
eurd reſiſtance to the di vine diſpenſa- 
tiona. : For evety miniſtration of his 
word, however deſpiſed for its weak - 


neſs, is one of thoſe various means 


which God employs fot our ſalvation. 
It is the voice of divine mercy and com- 
paſſion ; it is the voice of potyer and 
authority. Would you know then, 
whether you be clear from the dreadful 
guilt of perverſe and ſtubborn, oppoſi- 
tion to: the mercies of God: Conſider 
tho impreſſions now made upon your 
minds, and examine their effecds in your 
future conduct 


2 . hy '® — 
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An may the riches of divine grace 
yet vouchſafed to us be duly accepted 
and approved That in the day when 


*. w/dem”, ſhall be (, fuſtiſiied , all her 
270i 9 N cc children,” 


: * 
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« children” when all the ways of pro- 
vidence ſhall appear perfet in wiſdom 
and goodneſs, as well in the deſtruc- 
tion of the proud, as the falvation 
of the humble, we may be found 
faithful, and receive the - - bleſſing of 
meekneſs and 2 oy Chriſt 
our Lord! 
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Sinners enticing. 


Proverss, chap. i. yer. 10. 


Fluor entice thee, cone EY 


— — 
ſeems to need little enforcement or illuſ- 
tration, If there be men ſo totally aban- 
doned, as to go to and fro in the 
« earth, walking about, and ſeeking whom 
&* they may devour,” a very moderate degree 
of prudence might be deemed ſufficieat 
to warn us from their ſnares. To thoſe 
of leſs experience in the perverſions of 
the human mind, it might appear 
1 that any ſhould be found to 

lſſten 
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liſten to the voice of wretches, who al- 
though they cannot be inſenſible of the 
ſhame and miſery to which they are 
reduced, would yet prevail on others to 
reduce themſelves to the like ſhame and 
miſery : that, among creatures formed 
for immortality, any ſhould be found 
capable of yielding, in the only matter 
of real moment to an immortal creature, 
weakly yielding to the ſeduction of the 
blind and ignorant, though in temporal 
concerns they would deem it a ridiculous 
infatuation not to ſpurn at the like miſ- 
guidance. In theſe, men are by no 
means flexible or compliant. They fix 
upon their object, and purſue it ſteadily. 
The careleſs and the indiſcreet they re- 
gard with contempt and pity; with a 
conſcious ſatisfaction in their own ſupe- 
riority.” Nor do they wiſh to conſort 
with men deſperately inſenſible to their 
preſent intereſt: much leſs: do they 
diſcover ſuch allurements in' their- con- 
10 Ft: | duct, 
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duct, or ſuch con viction in their reaſon- 
ings, as to induce them to imitate or 
approve. 8 | | 


| nds would to God, that in the in- 
tereſts of | eternity we were equally 
guarded and determined ! But ſo powerful 
are our corruptions, that we gladly catch 
at any pretence for indulging them, and 
liſten to every ſuggeſtion that may 
palliate and diſguiſe them. The ſlighteſt 
encouragement, conſpiring with the na- 
tural direction of our paſſions, gives them 
an additional force and violence. And 
the moſt fallacious inducements, finding 
us prepared to yield, gain an eaſy victory 
over thoſe ſuccours of reaſon and re- 
ligion, which we ourſelves een 
WN 1 bn 


& Prat we live and converſe: among 
men inattentive to the oracles of truth: 
men who have forſalen the fountain 

4 of” 
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chriſtian purity and piety; and have 
« hewed out unto themſetves bralem ci. 
terne, have invented other principles 
and other laws, falſc and unjuſt, yet 
eſtabliſhed by the ſanction of opinion and 
authority. Hence the temptations to 
conformity become peculiarly | forcible ; 
and the more fo, as they aſſault us even 
in our carly years, when as yet we are 
not ſufficiently prepared for the conflict. 
Youth is naturally ductile and complying, 
ready to receive impreſſions, precipitate 
in judgment, and caſily captivated by a 
fair exteriour; ſo as oftentimes to glory 
in an imitation of thoſe things which 
art a diſgrace and ſhame. In manhood 
we have our ſerious intereſts to purſue, 
and our connexions to ſupport : we are 
to conciliate the regards of our ſuperi- 
ours, and the reſpect of thoſe below us. 
We-muſt in ſome ſort comply, we muſt 


and 
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and diſpoſitions of other men. Nor is our 
attention always fixed on the juſt limits 
of ſuch compliance and conformity. 
What is encouraged by publick favour, 
and eſtabliſhed by general faſhion, we 
adopt careleſsly, without examining its 
real nature and tendency. In all times 
and ſtations we are but too apt to be 
ſurpriſed by our ſpiritual enemy; but 
eſpecially is our vigilance to be excited, 
and eſpecially are our minds to be 
fortiſied, againſt the allurements of thoſe, 
if any ſuch there be, who favour our 
corruptions, and enflame our paſſions, in 
ſeducing us from the guidance of reli - 
gion, and reconciling us to the ways of 
folly and deſtruction. 5 


Fox this purpoſe, it is to be obſerved, 
that men are enticed to evil practices, 
either by the example, or by the argu- 
ments and ſolicitations of the ſinner. 
And it muſt be my part to remind 

W | ED you 
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you of the unreaſonableneſs of OP 
to either. 


-w 


I. Ant firſt I am more eſpecially to 
addreſs myſelf to thoſe who are ex- 
poſed to the influence of evil example; 
becauſe their danger is greater and more 
alarming. When ſeduced by our own paſ- 
ſions, we feel our doubts and terrours: 
we heſitate, we ſuſpend our purſvits; 
and - ſometimes, liſtening to the awful 
warnings of conſcience, entirely abandon 
them. But the ſinner who hath his autho- 
rities to plead, his confederates to'counte- 
nance him, and his aſſociates to encourage 
him, feels neither ſhame nor terrour nor 

remorſe. He loſes the natural reverence 
and eſteem for goodneſs which he finds 
deſpiſed by thoſe whom he admires; and 
thus/ptroceeds on his guilty courſe with 
courage and ſecurity; for others have led 
the way, and defied the danger. Thus, 
in the language of the prophet, © he 

a0 % draweth 


S ERM ON XXXVII. 253 
4 draweth iniquiſy, with cords of vanity.” 
He is ſtrong and triumphant,” for he is 
animated and confirmed, and even forced: 
forward oy the crowd. 7 


Ir: is mk enquiring What are the: 
pretences for thus yielding to the influ- 
ence: of vitious examples, even againſt 
the plaineſt e of reaſon Ms con- 
n Y 22 = 


Ax nothing is more common than to 
hear men plead - We live in a world 
not filled with purity and perfection. 

Mere we to diſtinguiſh ourſelves: from 
thoſe around us they would pronounce 
us formal and preciſe. | We are there- 

fore obliged to conform, to avoid the 
4 "ous e of W ton. 
. I 7 Jan 21 
„ Nene it 8 Fay Howe the by 
no means commendable to affect ſingu- 
larity in things indifferent or trivial: 


and 
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and chat an oſtentatious boaſting of holi- 
neſs, and deſpiſing others, is repugnant to 
the true: ſpirit of religion The ſincere 
chriſtian may live and act in ſociety; with- 
out the diſguſting appearance of gloom 
and ſeverity. He may preſerve a friendly 
intercourſe with thoſe around him, (for 
ſuch intercourſe may not only be con- 
ſiſtent with his duty, but be apart of 
his duty itſelf) he may gain the love 
and eſteem of thoſe with whom he is 
connected or converſant, may mutually 
receive and confer good offices, without 
any ſinful compliances, any ſervile don- 
deſcenſions to folly and corruption? But 
favourable, that he muſt appear ſingu- 
lar to preſerve his integrity, it were mad- 
neſs to dread ſuch an imputation. For 
it is a noble and an honourable ſingu- 
latity. Do men fear to be: accounted 
ſingularly eminent in human knowledge 
* wiſdom ? And ſhall they fear to be 
br gloriouſſy 
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wiffpm, the moſt exalted perfection of 
out nature? We are proud of honourts 
atid riches, becauſe they mark our ſepa- 
ration from the vulgar. Should we then 
be aſhamed of the more exalted acqui- 
ſitions/ of virtue and religion ? Or ſhould 
they de reſigned; becauſe, as wr con- 
crive, the ' greater part o mankind 

— to theiy: valie ?'© bar 

5 of 3c: 8211 

e de we are e . _ 
vii and” falſely. We "imagine 
that all mankind ad and think and ap- 
ptpve'preciſely in the ſame manner with 
the little eirele in which we happen to be 
engaged; that there is no praiſe! but in 
their ſentence; nd honour but in their 
practices. But this may be a vulgar and 
d ehildiſh prefudice,' the effect of a 
narrow and contracted ſpirit; which in 
worldly affairs would be conſidered as 
difngenuous and contemptible-. To 


himrowmyt}: correct 
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correct ſuch conceptions, and to enlarge 
their views, men traverſe every nion 
of the earth, and extend their inter- 
courſe to every order of their fellow- 
creatures. In the affairs of our ſal vation 
let us purſue the ſame courſe: trayerſe 
the whole creation viſible and inviſible; 
enquire into the ſentiments of the wiſe, 
the good, the holy, aſk; what is the glory 
and perfection of the moſt; exalted 
creatures. Vou are aſhamed not to con- 
form with the herd of corrupted creatures 
immediately about you. Be aſhamed 
rather of ſuch a ſordid prejudice. '' Avoid 
the contagion of their example, as you 
wiſh to avoid, what you affect to dread, 
the imputation of ſingularity. They have 
gularity, from the great and auguſt 
aſſembly of a) Chriſt's faithful ſervants, 
both in earth and heaven from the com- 
munion of ſaints and angels, and the 
innumerable hoſt of bleſſed ſpirits that 

103 ſurround 
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ſurround the throne of God. Is it ſingu- 
larity to unite with theſe? Or ſhall we 
rather add to ihe number of à few' in- 
fignificant apoſtates; who have fatally 
detached themſelves from all that is great 
and glorious and exalted in the creation? 


Bur inſigniſicant as theſe men are, we 
© are yet affected by their conduct and 
ſentiments. Contraced as their ſphere 
may be, we are involved in it, and 
muſt act in it. And unleſs we confent 
© to follow their examples, we ſhall be re- 
« proached, inſulted and'derided.'——Birter 
as reproacly may be, we are not affected 
by the rudeneſt of à luuatick; and ſharp 
as is the fling of ridicule, we are indif- 
ferent to the laughter of an idibt. It is 
a ſmall thing! ts endure reprbuch, when 
our own confeience doth not reptoabh us: 
Nor is it gfievous te encounter ridicule; 
when our own hearts bear witneſs that 
we are purſuing the dictates of ſolid judg- 

Vor. IIL Wy; ment, 
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ment, of ſerious reaſon, of wiſe diſcern- 
ment. If the unerring voice of divine 
wiſdom pronounces the ſentence of ap- 
probation upon our conduct, can we be 
at all moved by the fantaſtical ſuggeſtions 
of the corrupt and infatuated? And what 
is it that ſuch men call ridiculous or deem 
reproachful? A cautious attention to our 
actions; the free and liberal exerciſe of 
our reaſon and underſtanding; the con- 
ſciouſneſs: of being made for nobler pur- 
poſes: than the gratification. of brutal ap- 
petites; a juſt concern for our preſent 
peace and happineſs ; an extenſive mind 
that pierces into the regions of eternity, 
and ſeeks for glory and bleſſedneſs, when 
all the little intereſts and diſtinRions of 
this: world ſhall he utterly forgotten. If 
this be reproachful or ridiculous, let us 
pray to God that we live under ſuch 
ndieule, and die in * n TEN 
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Axp what ſhould give us peculiar com- 
fort under the affected ſeorn' and ridicule 
of the libertine is this, that it is an in- 
voluntary teſtimony to the intrinſic worth 
 and'dignity' of goodneſs. Were he per- 
fectly ſatisfied, did he feel a cordial com 
fort in the courſe he is purſuing, 1 
would purſue it quietly : and calmly* 
He-would have no leifure to Attegd 45 
their ſeruples, tho act with Tefs indut- 
gence to their paſſions. But when up 
excite his clamour and derifton, he 
nifeſtly betrays a ſecret uneaſineſs 480 
envy at their ſuperiority” Let us hold 
faſt our integrity, and whatever be may 
pretend, he thuft in his heart rev ere Ind 
honour us. When we are influenced by 
his clamour and imitate his conduct, then, 
and then only, do we really become the 
on of his contempt. Faw 67 
$4,433 551 T 13182 2110 24] baba! Wine 
5 r the truth is, that theſe and ſuch 
like eee yielding to vVitiobs e- 
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amples, have Not even ſolidity, or even 
plauſibility enqugh to ſupport, the ſerious 
examination; of, our own conſciences. 
We uare not formed like the brutal herd, 
who follow. becauſe. others lead, the way. 
We have reaſon, to direct us ; we have 


Hos 
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In maſters. of practice, the lavery i is no 
lf, abjeQ,, and,ſhameful to.2.; reaſonable 
qreature. When, we, arc PR n 
e4,by theig conduct. 
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. Ax as, In are not to he enticod, 


by; the, example.of the finner, ſo neither 
are, you. i, be ,ipflucnced, by. his argn- 
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leſs» conſiderable... Thoſe... who have 
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faſhion, and opinion, will find an eaſy 
conqueſt over the ferious: arguments of 
the libertine, He will tell yeu that 
the indulgences you regard with: fo 
much horrour, cangot he ſo very offen · 
* ſive in the ſight of God: for that thou-ͥ 
( ſäands partake of them and ten thou 
* ſands freely avow them: and if theſe 

* are all condemned, who ſhall be juſtr 
+. tified ? But the anſwer. is obvious. 
Truth, holineſs, juſtice, and. purity, do 
not change their nature, becauſe cor 
ruption and depra vit; may 85 abound. 
The word of the Lotd ſtandeth ſure, alt 
though © there be a great forſaking1n 
« the mid/t of the land“. We do not 
find the force of any human law de- 
ſtroyed by the multitude of tranſtreſſors. 
Much leſs can the multitude of tragſ- 
gteſſors invalidate the holy law of Ged. 
Or, if in civil ſociety: a moro general de- 
fecdion and rebellion is attended with im— 
punity, this ariſes only from the weak- 
._ vc mall 
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neſs of government. But is there any 
weakneſs, any ſhadow of imperfection 
in the great Lord and Governor of the 
world? « The: nations” are to him but 
4 4 drop of a buthet,” and © as the 
- 4: fmall- tuft of the) balance; and were 
the whole race of human kind, the 
«-por/herds of the earth,” to © flrive with” 
their maker, yet the” Creator of the 
end of the earth, fainteth not, neither 
#275.” weary.” Nor could their deſtruc- 
tion, no, were their numbers multiplied 
beyond all human conception, caſt the 
leaſt-ſhade upon the glory of his uni- 
e IF ; 3 | 14 
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Tun OY of vain words 
may tell you, that the laws of religion 
are made only for the gloomy and in- 
active. That this world was made for 
our entertainment and delight. Pleaſure 
o only erty Loo no real anne 
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, but in the free n of our . 
e | » ot id awo | 


Bur in this he deals deceitfully with 
you: for he feels within his own breaſt 
a terrible con viction that his ſeareh of 
joy and gladneſs hath been fruitleſs, as 
he hath not ſought them where alone 
they are to be found, „in the dwel- 
« Jings of the righteous.” Judge not by 
the tumultous gaiety of his publick ap- 
pearance. For even “in Jaughter the lrurt 
* 7s forrowful,” ſaith the wiſe man. Pur- 
ſue him to his retirement; and there you 
diſcover his languors, his anxieties, and 
his hortours: Vou ſee him ſtartle at ſo- 
litude, impatiently flying from his own 
thoughts, and courting the agitation of | 
life, ruſhing into every ſcerie of diſſipati- 
on, to eſeape from himſelf: plunging in- 
to every brutal or frivolous enjoyment 
that may ſtupify the ſenſb of anguiſh: 
diſlatisfied/ impatient, diſguſted, fretful, 


 wearied 
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weatied and worn out, without zeliſh for 
his own baſe objects, and without a ſenſe 


of nobler pleaſures. Such is the ordinary 


life, of this {layc to worldly enjoyments. 
When viſited by affliction or calamity, 


you {ee him of all men the moſt daſtard- 


« wounded ſpirit,” which man cannot 
hong, much leſs deriye ſuccoprs from it, 
to. ſupport the un — of 
dumanlt. e - * 

= "me wiſh t * prptal diſc 
falign .of —— bong al in the 
dreadful eguric. of brutal ſenſuality, pain, 
diſtreſs, reproach, poverty, and infamy, 
to be conſcious of ſhame, tortured with 
remorſe, filled: with confuſion at what 
is paſſed, with hortour and trembling at 
what 1 18 to eome ; if theſe he the plea» 
tazes/: we. doſire, then - indeed - we may 
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conſent to the enticements of the ſinner. 
But what is ſo diſguſting in the aſpect 
of religion, that drives men to ſeck for 
plcaſure where it is not to be found? 
Religion denies us no pleaſures ſuitable 
to our nature. In the gratification of our 
appetites it only reſtrains us within the 
bounds of real enjoyment. It forbids not 
the ſweets of friendſhip, of tender and 
intimate connexions, of ſocial intercourſe, 
and innocent feſtivity ; and while it ad- 
mits of every gratification not unworthy 
of our reaſonable nature, it gives ſweet- | 
neſs and ſerenity, peace and compoſure 
to the mind, ſo as to fit-us for a true re- 
life the hos hy of life. 


Bur * . 
be promiſed fome-preſent profit and ad- 
vantage in conſenting to the enticements 
of the ſinner: he urges the ſolid motive 
of immediate gain. He points the way 
n, and worldly proſperity." He 
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diſplays before us honours, riches, power, 
tation, diſtinction, with all their flatter- 
ing appendages. All theſe he promiſes 
to our compliance. But, not to inſiſt on 
the deceitfulneſs; of ſuch promiſes, let it 
for a moment be ſuppoſed, that worldly 
advantages are infallibly acquired, by re- 
nouncing the dictates of conſcience and 
religion; that they are not poiſoned by 
the vices of a corrupt poſſeſſor, that the 
plenitude of his acquiſitions is not attend- 
ed with ſcorn and hatred, envy and 
invective, diſtraction; contention and 
2nimoſity, terrour and anxiety, corroding 
paſſions, - pain and diſeaſe. Let it be 
fuppoſed, I ſay, that the real enjoyment 
of his advantages exactly correſponds with 
their exteriour allurements.—Still he hath 
but gained the advantages of a moment. 
+ ſpeak not of the ſtrange and ſevere re- 
verſes of human affairs, to which the 
vitious ate particularly expoſed. I ſpeak 
of that which © ir appornted unto alt men- 
* ndr 
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of that awful period when divine juſtice 
ſhall thunder in his ears, Thou fool! 
ti night ſhall thy foul be required of 
« thee.” In that ſcene of anguiſh and 
terrours, when ſtanding on the confine of 
both worlds, he views the things of this 
life in their true light, in their relation 
to eternity; what will then avail his ill- 
acquired wealth, or ſplendour, or exal- 
tation? Will theſe,” in the midſt of pain 
and feebleneſs, raiſe him above the level 
of the meaneſt and wretchedeſt of his 
fellow-creatures? Will his ſounding ti- 
tles, and the outward reſpects of thoſe 
around him, be other than inſults on his 
miſerable and abject condition? Far 
worſe than unavailing! far worſe than 
inſults! his riches, his honours, will be 
ſtinging and ſcourging remembrancers of 
the criminal means by which he procured 
them; of the nothings for which he has 
thrown away an immortal birth-right, 
and ſold himſelf to © dwell with ever- 

80 laſting 
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% laſting burnings.” The gratifications 
he flattered himſelf with hopes of attain- 
ing are vaniſhed; but the guilt of the 
acquiſition remains: His * go/d and fil. 
« ver ts cankered; and the ruſt of them 
«  fhall be a' witneſs again/?” him, and 
% fhall eat” his fleſh as it were fire.” 
What would he then give to exchange 
with thoſe whom he has defrauded, in- 
| ſulted, oppreſſed, circumvented ; whoſe 
_ lowlineſs he has defpiſed, or whoſe ſcru- 
pulous integrity or piety he has derided ? 
At what price would he purchaſe per- 
miſſion to bear the honeſt poverty, the 
innocent obſcurity, that was once ſo 
frightful to his depraved imagination ; 
and the dread of which afforded that 
hold by which his ſeducers caught and 
trained him to his ruin. Oftentimes hath 
that queſtion of our Lord been obtrud- 
ed on him: What fhall it profit a man 
to gain the whole _— and * his own 


2 WW 


% ul? Now, he feels a terrible con- 
viction of its propriety and force. Hor- 
rible as is this concluſion of a life of va- 
nity; it is yet but the beginning of for- 
raus“ to that wretched creature who 
ſaſfers- himſelf to be ſeduced into the 


ſnares of fin and perdition. 


Do we with for peace and compoſure 
in this awful moment of our diſſolution ? 
Do we wiſh for comfort in the hour of 
diſtreſs and pain and agony? There is 
but one way to ſecure theſe bleſſings. 


Let us hold. faſt the purity: and integrity 


away by every wind of faſhion, cuſtom; 


opinion, or deluſion; and- partiovlarly 


before we are influenced by any exam- 
ples;- or liſtem to any ſolicitations, to de- 


ſert the ſure and ſtraight path of integri- 
ty audcreligion; let us firſt carefully and 
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0 ſome corrupt defires within our on 
breaſts, which give weight to the entice- 
ments of the ſinner, and ſecond his en- 
dea vours to ſeduce us: and whether men 
do not really deceive their own ſouls, 
though, amidſt that miſery and remorſe 
which are the conſequences of their weak 
compliance, they may plead that they 
have been deceived; by others. A plea 
moſt ſhameful to a creature whom God 
bath hleſſed with endowments and aſſiſt- 
ances for his own diredtion. If we are 
to be influenced by example, we need 
not chuſe the baſeſt and vileſt. We have 
the examples of the good, the reverend, 
and the exalted. We have the example 
of our bleſſed Saviour, the conſummate 
pattern of perfection. If we look for 
precepts, we have the words of eternal 
life: If for arguments or - motives} we 
ba ve the voice of divine wiſdom to direct 
us, and an immortal crown of glory to 
9422001 encourage 
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encourage us. With our thoughts and 
deſires firmly fixed on theſe, we ſhall be 
blameleſs and harmleſs amidſt a wicked 
and perverſe generation : ſteadfaſt, im- 
moveable againſt all the artifice and allure- 
ments of Satan and his agents: patiently 
expecting the reward of thoſe who amidſt 
the temptations and ſeducements of this 
world ſhall firmly and faithfully endure 
unto the end. 
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b In; the former part" of this chapter we 
find the Apoſtle giving ſuch directions, 
both” to paſtors and their flocks, as are 
ſuitable" to their reſpeQive conditions. 
To the obe he enjoins diligence, atten- 
tion, Aiſintereſted zeal, and moderation : 
to the ther, ſabmiſſion and humility ; to 
both, A Hemm reliance on the divine pro- 
teftion, and an ablelute reſignation of 
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all: their intereſts and concerns to che 
diſpoſal of his merciful providence. The 
precept, I ſay, may be conſidered as ad- 
Reer! 
that individual among the ſons of men, 
to whom it may not, with ſtrict pro- 
priety, be addreſſed? Where is that 
happy mortal to be found, who never 
felt the Þains of care and anxiety? In 
every circumſtance and ſtation we expe- 
nens '{hdit ditterne. Good and evil, 
riches $00. Porn fa, Ken and. cnomies, 
© fickneſs and health, life and death, are, all 
the ſources of fear, ſolicitude and diſtrac- 


man's troubled mind, and compoſing, the 
 inguietpdes of his tarmonfed fpirit,. , In 
le mutig his; thoughts within, hin. 
* God s:comports delight hurgfauty, le ig al- 
S Wanteln inziteg te ſeek big rreſb, in a 
firm and humble, reliance on the gracious 
16arg of that Being, whoſe Power ang good- 
10 T . 10 Mes 
0 
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neſs are his true ſupport and comfort. = 
it may contribute both to our inſtructich 
and confolation to confider' the direction 
given in the text moe particular 
And the words chemfelves ſuggeſt dif- 
| tinetly the proper objets fot our preſent 
meditation. I ſhall 'therefote" lay before 
Jou, firſt, the duty enjoined by "the 
Apofdte of © rafting 2 dur care on 
Gol“ and, fecondly; the motive urged 
to enoburage us to this devout reliatiee= 
its 75 wee e n 9W 3811} Tolgst 

21 10 Zi If 1755003 | 5101 
bol Prner, mel. 1 erplaining the pre- 
rept of che Apoftle, it ſecins ſcarcely 
necefſuty to "obſerve, chat che care he 
mpeales of is that of tis prefent life. 
As to our cares for futtttity, they are 
dt only pettbitted, but comtmanded. 
We are directed tb ſttive to enter in 
at the ſtrait gate, to work out our ſal- 
vation With fear and trembling, to 
Watch with afffdufty, to pray with 
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:earneſtneſs, that we may not enter into 
temptation. It is not by indolently 
reclining on the divine mercies, by 
preſumptuouſly relying on God's pro- 
miſes, that we can obtain the inheri- 
tance appointed for us. We are ſtudi- 
ouſly to perform, on our part, the condi- 
tions of this promiſed mercy: we are 
anxiouſly to aſpire to that inherttance 
which is only to be ſecured by our 
attention and, ſolicitude. It is for this 
reaſon that we are warned againſt an 
inordinate concern for the things of this 
life, that our ſolicitude may be employed 
upon its proper object, that we may 
ſeck firſt, that is, preferably to all other 
things, the. kingdom of. God: and that 
all our ardour and aſſiduity, all, our 
care, and vigilance, may be engaged 
on this one thing en 13 


7 2 1 


161 16 100 RN? 97. Je 17 
Nos, by caſting 1 ot; ehre pov 
God, are we to underſtand that a reve- 
ati 517189 rent 
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rent gependenet on his good providetice 
exempts us from that diligence in our re- 
ſpective vocations, which nature and 
religion equally inculcate. The bleſſings 
of divine providence are not promiſed to 
the indolent. We are commanded not 
to be ſlothful in buſineſs, as well as to 
be fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord. 
And although the precept of our Saviour 
be, * Labour not for the meat that periſh- 
«© eh,” yet ſuch expreſſions are evidently 
uſed comparatively, like many others in 
the holy | Scriptures. Thus, when the 
Lord declares, © 7 defired mercy and not 
6 ſacrifice,” the meaning is, not that he 
did not require ſacrifice, during the con- 
tinuance of the antient diſpenſation, but 
that he preferred the works of mercy. to 
any outward ordinances. And fo when 
we are commanded—* Labour not for 
fte meat that © perifheth, but for ' that 
« meat which endureth wnto everlaſting 
« J;fe,” the real import of the command 
1 0 20 el 1b Va 
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& nothing more than, that we ſhauld 
labour for this. more than the other, in 

enten to its ace, value. 
on are we ended in 1805 — 
0 abſolutely to renounce all worldly 
cares as to make no reaſonable. proviſi- 
on for the time to come, to have no 
attention to the welfare of ourſelyes, 
or thoſe dependent on us, but to con- 
ſign... them to the care of providence, 
while we ourſelves are careleſs and in- 
different. Solomon ſends us to the ant, 
so be inſtructed in a diſcreet and prudent 
ſoreſicht. If aꝶ man, ſaith St. Paul, 
e Srouvide ul. for 1⁴¹ own, and. &fpecrally for 
*: faith, and rs worſe than an infidel.” And 
if our Lord commands us to. * take, 19 
*--theug ht fan the marrow,” and the Apoſtle 
to Be careful for. nothing,” it is not 
to condemnꝭ that moderate and well di- 
rocded attention to worldly intereſt, which 
the duties of our different ſtations evi- 
dently 
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dently require, but that extravagant un- 
eaſineſs which men feel for futurity, 
thoſe exceſſive anxieties which diſtract 
and harraſs the wretched ſpirit that ad- 
mits them: thoſe perpetual corroding 
cares produced by inordinate ſelfiſhneſa, 
and à ſla viſh attachment to this world. 
We are commanded not to vield to 
ſuch tormentors: and while we employ 
every juſt and reaſonable: means for 
promoting all our lawful purpoſes, to 
commit the event to him Who governs 
every event. e the immenſe circuit 
nnn 1401 r ob 08 
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8 their tempers or conſtitutions, 
have experienced a bitter portion of 
worldly.anxiety, whoſe feelings for them- 
ſelves, or thaſe connected with them, are 
quick and pieroing, ſnhould conſider the 
reaſonableneſs. e enn 
| n e ee 
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© Yov are diſquieted by your purſuits 
and deſires; you fear for the events 
which intereſt you; you look forward 
to that futurity which you cannot 
pierce; you dwell upon the darkneſs 
which conceals it, with trepidation; you 
dread the ſcene which may be diſcloſed ; 
you tremble for the ſucceſs of all your 
ſchemes of © worldly happineſs. But, 
alas! you are not ſufficiently enlight- 
encd to diſcern your real good, and 
therefore ſeek it where it is not infalli- 
bly to be found. Vou are perhaps 
worn down in the purſuit of riches: 
but riches may prove your deadly ſnare. 
You are harraſſed in the ſervice of am- 
bition. But the greatneſs to which you 
aſpire may reward you with vexation 
and diſappointment. God knoweth 
what will prove your real bleſſing. 
4+ Truſt” then * in te Lord with all thine 
L. heart and lean not unto thine. own 
« underſtanding. In all thy ways acknows- 
1:2 of | « ledge : 
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«ledge im; and ' he \fhall direct thy 
path: yea ſteadily and ſurely; and 
the ways to which his heayenly wiſdom 
ſhall conduct us, though not always 
pleaſing to human ignorance and va- 
nity, yet ſhall prove the ways of 
worldly comfort, and lead to everlaſting 


And as we are not ſufficiently enlight- 
ened to diſcern our own real good, ſo 
neither have we ability and power to 
ſecure. it, or to obtain the objects of 
our ſolicitude. A man's heart may 
&« geviſe us way,” according to the ex- 
preſſion of Solomon. He may form his 
ſchemes, he may uſe his means, weary 
himſelf in the purſuit, wait the event 
with anxiety or confidence; but it is 
%% the Lord that * direfteth. has fene, 
it is he alone who giveth that direction 
to every effort of man, and that event 
to "_ and purſuit, which his 
1. gracious 
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gracious providence requires. What then 
is the reſouree of our blindneſs and 
weakneſs? To commit ourſelves and our 
concerns to the” all-wiſe and powerful; 
to receive with ſubmiſſion what he ſhalt 
appoint for us; his bleſſings with thank- 
fulneſs,” his chaſtiſements with refignati- 
on; to acknowledge the ſovereign di- 
OT of the world; and to adore him 


ve 1 1 


0 mY Bor the A. affeing ab for 
% caſting all our cart on God,” is that 
mentioned by the Apoſtle: Ie careth 
4 Her r.. Ho is not only all' wiſe and 
powerful, but infinitely good, exerciſing 
loving-kindneſs in the earth; and de- 
lighting in the abundance of his mercies. 
Here is the reſource and comfort of the 
cretture, his fare ſupport through all 
the perplexities of this mortal ſtate. 
Heaven and earth bear witneſs to this 
95 1 9 The unenlightened 


0196) heathen 


8 


* 


S ERMON XXXVII 283 


heathen diſcovers it in every object 
that ſurrounds him. The, Chriſtian 
receives the revelation. of God's ſtupen- 
dous mercies with rapture and aſtoniſn- 
ment. 7 will never Jeave. thee nor 
« forſake thee,” is the bleſſed. promiſe 
that chears his preſent pilgrimage. And 
the word of truth is indeed one con- 
tinued hiſtory of God's care fox thoſe 
who caſt their care on him. Noah, 
Lot, Abraham, Jacob, ' Joſeph, David, 
every , patriarch and prophet, every 
Apoſtle and follower of our Lord, pro- 
claim it. But little wonder that the 
worldly, minded ſhould not duly. conſider 
ſuch affecting inſtances, When thoſe 
bleſſings which every individual among 
us hath experienced, which the leaſt 
ſerious. attention muſt recall to his view, 
ate not always received with grateful 
and reverent acknowledgment. In the 
progres of out worldly ſojourn, even 
to tho preſent moment, in the bleſſings 
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we have received, . in the deliverances 
we have experienced, in the ſucceſs of 
our purſuits, in the diſappointment of 
our vain defi ires, in the mortification of 
our vitious paſſions, in every thing 
granted, in every thing denied to us, 
we have had abundant proof of that 
gracious cate extended even to the un- 
wy: 45 


Bur the impatience and ingratitude 
of the worldly- minded ſometimes ſeek 
to conceal their odiouſneſs in vain and 
preſumptuous ſpeculation. If the good 
providence of the Almighty extends to 
the concerns of this life, whence, ſay 
they, are the beſt of men in this life, 
oftentimes the moſt unhappy ?—Alas ! it is 
eaſy to diſcover that, in this, they rea- 
ſon not aright. The Lord indeed know- 
eth them that are his. But little can 
6ur blindneſs diſcern the real charac- 
ters of thoſe whom we call the beſt 
of men. And as little can we judge 

of 
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of the real nature of what are called 
their misfortunes. Our weakneſs and 
impatience may give that name to what 
may, really be ſtriking proofs. of God's 
providential care and goodneſs, in cor- 
recting and reforming, in alienating the 
heart from preſent objects, in manifeſt- 
ing, ſtrengthening and exalting every 
chriſtian grace and virtue, and thus 
working for us that exceeding weight 
of glory which ſhall be revealed, when 
the pangs of worldly: anxiety ſhall be 
felt no more: when there ſhall 09200 
th fear, or care, or Pepe tr 

7 * drethnem let us 1 Heady to 
this happy ſtate, and we, ſhall feel no 
extravagant ſolicitude about preſent ob- 
jeds. We ſhall eſtimate them accord- 
ing to their inferiour value: and of con- 
ſequence, without terrour or diſtraction, 
without care or inquietude, reſt on the 


overeign diſpoſer of all events. Let us 
4 ſeek 
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ek ks gracious favour, our ſure te- 
ſouree and comfort. When our offen- 
does have alienated” us from him, then 
it is that we thonld be terriffed and 

I as wanderers Without direQion, 
as in danger without ſupport, as afflicted 

- without comfort. I alone, may the confci- 

ous ſinner Tay, alone Rand in terrible 

excluſton from that goodneſs which fup- 

ports, Mrects and cheriſhes the väft 
„ collechton of created beings. I alotie 
am the wretched outcaſt from that mer- 
*icy which is over all the works of the 
© high and holy one. vet even to ſtie 
© the gracious ſource of comfort is ſtill 
*: open; 1 am ſpared, I am recalled, I 
am” tenderly. invited to retoneile my 
affected ſoul to its gracions' parent and 
protector; the bepe of the ends of 
the earth; who never fafleth them that 
«© ſeek him, and will abündantly pardon 
the wicked; who, 1 his evil Ly, 
| turneth unto the Lord. 
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Ix we be perplexed, let us return to 
this unerring guide; if we be diſtreſſed, 
let us ſeek this ſure fefuge. Then may 
we be conſident that our heavenly fa- 
ther careth ſor us: and in every worldly 
difficulty we may feel our folid eonſe- 
lation. Whatever be our difficulties, 
whatever; we may feur or ſuffer; he 
will be our deliverer: or if his graci- 
ous providence fhould not remove, he 
will givr us power to fupport our 
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I. it then that abe 
mon accidents of life, the ſlighteſt Joſſes, 
the very apprehenſion of loſs or diſ- 
appointment, harraſs|'and' tormomt the 
foul?) While our attachment to the 
things of this world is inordinates lie 


Laban we ure diſtracted at theo of 


our idols. And while we are fatally 
inattentive to our ſovereign happiftlet, 


8 eſtranged from God, deſpiſers df che 


1001 0⁰ riches 


9 5 poſes, guides us ſecurely through the 
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riches of his mercy, we know not the 
comforts. of a reyerent dependence on 
the infinitely. wiſe and powerful and 
good. Our unreaſonable anxieties are 
the offspring of folly. and tranſgreſſion. 
The fear of the Lord, as it is the be- 
ginning of wiſdom, ſo is it the ſolid 
principle, the ſource of preſent peace and 
| conſolation. Other fears torment and 
diſtract the mind. This allays and com- 


difficulties and dangers of this life, 
gives us hope in death, and after death 
conducts us 40 gen en fe- 


. un /4 5 11 244 #2! 
© 7 * - 
: 1% 1 


Tua with * 33 we may 


* all our care on him, who preſerveth 
out going out and coming in. grant us, 
O Lord, the abundance of thy grace, 
that we may love and ſerve and obey 
thee, that we may ſcek ſirſto thy king- 
dom and its righteouſneſs,” that ſo all 
rolle! other 
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other things may be added to us, in 
ſuch meaſure as to thy wiſe and gra- 
cious providence ſhall ſeem meet: that 
we may be conducted by thy aid, and 
ſo paſs through things temporal, that 
we may finally loſe not the things 
eternal. Grant this, O gracious Father, 
through the merits and mediation of our 
bleſſed Lord and Saviour. 
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r Jous, chap. | iv. 2 of ver. 23. 


; 101142 Nö 3118 
Ae and now ir, when the 
q true worfhippers r the! Father 


in fſprrit and in truth.” | of Id 


W HAT gie God; iy Of his 
of reverence and 0 be thoſt 
ſuited to; his; greatneſs and. our e 
dende; hat conduct ir. PATE mar 
avert hig diſpleaſure, and obtain wie er. 
x; theſe, ste, queſtions of the. ufo 
moment; and ſuch as the unaſſiſted mind 


en N ever 89 7 with ſolicitude 
2 and 
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and anxiety. Of Of this we have an inſtance 
in the hiſtory whence the text is s taken. 


woman” $f malle A 4 whom 
we find our Lord converſing, as ſoon 
as" ffir diſeovefd Him to be a Prophet, 
ſeizes the opportunity of being decided 
in that religious controverly To long agi- 
tated between the neighbouring . 
She aſks, whether the worſhip p paid by 
the Jews on Mauat Sion, or chat by the 
Samaritans on Getizim ora moſt accep- 
table to God. Mn n bud Tg . 


Ok Lot Bäflrer, that ib] Uke tile 
Ph Jewilki' and Sattartti ferbte was 
ndt merely that of place} tha che 54 
maktans did nöt Tufffciently ufiderftafd 
its proper biet of their worſhip ; "ht 
the ſaving knowledge” of religion was dr 
| the” Jews. At the Hane time he takes &. 
ae n to declare the apptoath of a df 
aa conflie neither to place not 


time, 


, | a a | «4 
* 
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time, to je nor Samaritan ;/ Which was 
to put an end to all local conteſts, and 

to eſtabliſn an univerfal worſhip,” in all 
times and places, eee en. 
and een to God. Fr 
65 119950 $146) nid L 2k 3 10 
— what rapture. would the wiſeſt 
of the Heathen ſages have received-a' well 
atteſted: declaration of this kind How 
would he rejoice at the hopes of being 
taught by God to direct his adorations to 
the proper object, and to be delivered 7 
from the abfurdities; impurities and im- 
pieties of his national worſhip? We 
* thank tles, O Father, Lord of heaven'and =, 
« earth, that thou 'haft hid theſe things from x 
tlie wiſe and prudent, amd haſt 'rroraled 
t them! unto babes? Thus ſhould every 
Chriſtian break ont in reverence and Sa- 
titude ! But to elevate our minds to a true | 
_ Exalted ſenſo of the bleffings we have re- 
_ ceived} thiough Chriſt Jeſus,” we / ſhould 
W the nature of his dif- 
162 penſation, 


4951 


a 
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penſation, the duties it enjoins, and the 
benefits it hath conferred upon us. At 
preſent I would but point your attention 
to ono particular view of theſe important 
objects. I mean to lay befote you, in the 
firſt place, the qualifications neceſſary to 
render our worſhip acceptable to God: 


and ſecondly, to explain how a worſhip 


ſo qualiſied is eſtabliſhed and promoted 
* the * of Chriſt n 


& F — firſt, a the enden ne- 
* caſfury. to render our. worſhip accepta- 
ble to God, the ſole. proper object of 
religious worſhip. 'Theſe are; contained 
in that expreſſion. in the text, of wor- 
ſhipping * mm. ſpirit and in truth: the 


meaning of which will be explained. 
And in the verſe immediately follow- 
ing, che ſpiritual, nature of God is made 
the. principle from which the neceſſity 
of ſuch a worſhip is deduced. In or- 


der therefore to render him an accep- 
None | table 
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table ſervice, our underſtandings, in the 
firſt place; muſt be duly enlightened. We- 
muſt form as worthy notions, and acquire 
as perfect * * as ne 
lities will admit. 


1 falſe ** en notions of 
God proceeded all the abominations of 
the Gentile worſhip: all the errours ff 
the Jewiſh' or the Chriſtian world. And 
no wonder. They (for example) who 
are filled with imaginations of a Deity 
eruel and revengeful, difficult to be ap- 
pea ſed, and delighting in the miſery of 
his creatures, pay him an horrid and 
gloomy ſervice; ſubmit to pain and 
wretchedneſs, and bathe his altars in 
blood, perhaps in the blood of their fel 
lo- creatures, to avert his vengeance. 
They who repteſent the ſupreme gover- 
nour of , the. creation. the Lord and Father: 
of his creatures, as poſſeſſed with human 
weakneſs and partiality, confining his re- 
vet gards | 
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gatds: to a few, and the inexorable anemy 
of all others; land God grant that ſuch 
fatal errour never may be found among 
thoſe Who name the name of Chriſt !) 
Such men, I ſay, hope to approve them- 
ſelves his ſervants by means directly re- 
Pugnant to our obvious notions; of re- 
Ugion, by cheriſhing a malignant hatred 
of thoſe: without the pale of their com- 
munion, by tyrannizing over their con- 
ſciences, and by perſecuting them even: 
to death. They who are weak enough 
te fancy he hatht human paſſibns to be 
tained; hope to acquit themſelves of their 
duty, by paying an external ſervice of 
pProſtrations, and all the expteſſions of 
flattery and ſervility; and worſhip him 
with pomp and proceſſion, dreſs, ſounds 
and pageants While they who have been 
happily five from ſuch errours, who are 
taught to regard the fupreme being, as 

2078EY he 
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he really is, of infinite perſection, of ado- 
rable power and wiſdom, pure and un- 
erring juſtice, inexhauſtible goodneſs, and 
paternal love, muſt, in proportion to the 
refinement of their apprehenſions, pay 
him a more delightful and reafonable 
ſervice. A ibads slit bat nh 


Bor we are not to content ourſelves 
with right opinions, or juſt ſpeculations. 
When we have formed worthy notions 
of God, they muſt be frequently recalled 
to view, and deeply impreſſed upon e our 
minds. They muſt be the ſubject of 
conſtant and ſerious meditation. The 
objects moſt likely to eftrange us from 
God are ever preſent, and but too pow- 
erful in their influence. To correct their 
influence we ſhould recur to that exalted 
object truly worthy of our regard. We | 
ſhould recal our attention to the great au- 
thor of our being, and indulge. in thoſe. 
elevated thoughts which the view ol his 
perteclion: excites i in us. 


And 


9 
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Ap this will naturally produce the 
next thing neceſſary to render our wor- 
ſhip acceptable: a heart poſſeſſed with 
ſuch"affeRions as are ſuited to our juſt 
conceptions of the divine nature: ſuch 
vencration as is due to the infinitely 
powerful and wiſe and holy; ſuch an 
awful dread of offending, as is agree- 
able. to infinite juſtice ; ſuch love and 
_ gratitude as are the ſuitable return to 


unſpeakable mercy. and Ry 


k We. be, then, | his? meaning of wor- 
ſhipping © in ſpirit.” It is worſhipping 
with all the powers of the ſoul, with 
the underſtanding juſtly informed; the 
attention reverently engaged : and the 
heart NN and warmly affected. 


Ws are alſo to eee « in ke 5 
That is, a8 our ſervice ſhould be a 
and ſpiritual, founded on good and ſo- 
lid principles, the genuine. effuſion. of a 

mind 


Ly 
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mind well informed and well regulated, 
ſo it ſhould be expreſſed in a manner 
ſuited to ſuch principles, and worthy of 
the divine object. Not by lip- ſervicey 
not by form or unmeaning ceremony; 
not by an hypocritical exteriour, as if 
we could deceive him who zrzth the 
« rems and the heart.“ 4 


Bor, in the firſt place, a due ſenſe of 
the divine perfections muſt produce vir- 
tue and godlineſs in us. Nothing, we 
may be aſſured, can be acceptable to in- 
finite purity and holineſs, but what is 

pure and holy. Conſcious of the inſpec- 
tion of an all- ſeeing eye, pierced with a 
ſenſe of uncontrouled power, unerring 
juſtice, and unbounded goodneſs; the 
awe and reverence, and admiration and 
love, and gratitude that theſe demand, 
ſhould: appear in all our actions. And 
thus righteouſneſs and moral purity are 
the firſt great part of true worſhip, and 
| that 


\? 


* 


# 


200 SERMON! XXXIX. 
4 £ & 
* o " * 14 0 0 
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Norgixe, indeed, can be a more la- 
mentable inconfiftency than to alienate 
dur hearts from God and his law, and 
at the fame time to pay him our bodily 
ſervice. It is acknowledging” him the 
gracious author of our being, yet ne- 
glecting or counteracting the purpoſes for 
which our being was beſtowed. It is 
offending that purity: which wel praiſe, 
and provoking that juſtice which we 
extol: Ungratefully rebelling againſt him 
ta wWwhom we | confeſs our utmbſt love is 
due; and forfeiting and renouncing all 
claim to that goodneſs by which we de- 
clare that our preſent being is preſerved, 
and our future happineſs ſeoured . 
bomb: len tech obus hig v 
Ap as external homage is of nd va- 
hae, or is rather àn abominatiom in the 
fght of God, unleſk actuated by inward 
1861 piety, 
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piety; and attended by a general practice 
oflrighitebuHneſs, fo neither do theſe lat- 
ter, neceffary-as they are, of themſelves 
conſtitute the whole of true worſhip ; 
but requite the addition of ſueh outward 
acts of adoration, ag are expreſſive of a 
Hineere and hvely devotion, in order to 
eee fli ue of beings uch as 
we ür tag} ear = vrIV9 Init 
A 50 diba aw Stat vrd gif 
Ir indeed, wecken the great 
att gbbrious nature of the Almighty, 
the zv ftil inajefty” of inf ate wildem 
and unbounded Power, we” Earttict but 
regard alt our acts ef adoratio us con- 
temptible and prefumptuous. But the 
Feurt that is affected with 'exceHlence, 
aud idee with 10% And gratitude; can- 
not Tuppreſs its emotions. They break 
düt involuntarily" into acts of proſiation 
And effüſions of piety. And theſe, we 
are üffüred, however dfſproportloned to 

. _ his 


dA 
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his greatneſs, will not be diſpleaſing to 
the goodneſs of that being who ( accepts 
n | 


ER vs; is alſo a meer 
duty, not only as ordained by God, and 
accepted by his gracious mercy, but as 
it is the means of preſerving and enli- 
vening every pious ſentiment and af- 
feQion. Every time we addreſs the Al- 
mighty, the impreſſion of his good pro- 
vidence, and of our weakneſs and de- 
pendenoe, is renewed within us. Every 
time we, proſtrate. ourſelves before him, 
he affeclions of the ſoul acbord with 
our bodily expreſſions : And every time 
our adorations are publickly performed, 
the holy flame ſpreads through the ſouls 
of thoſe around us; the impreſſion of 
an exemplary piety is propagated: . mer 
« ſee gur good works” of -deyotion; .** and 
« glorify our Father which ir in heaven.” 


AND 
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Ap thus have I endeavoured to ex- 
plain the particulars neceſſary to. a ſpi- 
ritual and true worſhip: the forming 
worthy. notions of God, its proper ob- 
ject; a ſteadfaſt attention to him; a 
heart warmed with ſuitable affections ; 
and proper fruits of theſe, real piety and 
purity, and an „ eee decent, 

ſolemn and Nr 5159-10 - S761 
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= Lam, in ub rond ele 
bow this ſpiritual and true worſhip is 
eſtabliſhed e er 
ru 
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Ms, it effects, firſt by enlighten- 
ing gue, underſtanding... - /; 7g [rirgrt 
Þ23nions 3111 _— Asso 
Enkonx and _ignorayes Weiß ans ed 
ſequences. of man's. tranſgreſſion. And 
they diſcovered themſelyes in the (Va; 
nety of ſuperſtitions and ee 
ble 11 Tites which ſoon prevailed, bs 15 
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the whole carth. God, in his adorable 
mercy, determined to redeem mankind 
from tiiis deplorable ſtate: ' ſeparated the 
people of Iſrael, in order to preſerve in 
them the -worthip of one ſupreme being, 
nz idſt à multitude of falſe Gods and 
falfe-worſhips ; and gave them à teli- 
gioms ſyſtem, compoſed; in a great mea» 
ſure, of ceremonies .and external per- 
formances, calculated (ſo far as we may 
ptohounce” upon the defigns of the Al- 
mighty) to preſerve this ſeparation, to 
kepp them fram idelatries, which had 
been long practiſed before theit eyes, and 
with which they were deeply affected; 
and at the ſame time, to continue a de 
morial of the great deliverafite to be 
vouchſafed through the — But 
ds delgn © "theſe ceremonies Was at 


keugrh winaken. 0 icy were een) 


to have 4 natura türal Aid "RE worth 
In Vain did the prophets frequently in in- 
culcate, that * 70 obey was better than 


9111 40 ſacrifre; 
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1% ſacrifice ;” that God. © deſired mercy and 
4. nat ſaer ice. The law which or- 
dained them was ſtill in force; and men 
at once quieted their oonſciences and 
gratified their paſſions, by ſubſtituting a 
ſerupulous attachment to them in the 
BA real and. adele virtue. Ty 


eig . 29064 s 3 45 

Bor. when. Chriſt, — wwe tune 
A of theſe ordinanoes was fully de- 
Jared... He. taught, that the Jewiſh law 
bad been given, not becauſe it was the 
het, but becapſe the people Were, as 
Jet, ingapable of à better: and there- 
fare were to be led to the. Meſſiah by ia 
preparatory diſcipline. Thus te the 
corrupt deprived of all their vain re- 
ſources, and the good and virtuous were 
more at liberty to exert themſelves in a 
truly ſpiritual ſervice, hy being diſen- 
gaged ſrom a burdenſome train of cere- 
whoned:. botit'y:. did zunge wit 
ils b>Herftib 167 N 14; 


Vol. III. 
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Ap the Jews not only miſconceiyed 
the ſervice which God required, but ei- 
- ctertained ſome! falſs\notions of his nature. 
They were deluded, for inſtance, by an 
_ ceo natural to: the ptide f men ſo 
adiſtinguiſhed, that he was à God whoſe 
favour was confined to them; and that 
the reſt of mankind were a race aban- 
dehed to deſtrhction. Büt the Goſpel 
meals more worthily of the divine Ha- 
ture! We are tävglit, that he is No 
rbſpecter of perſonz; that he is bf 
a ug © that ary" fold petiſi; Bit 
hut all, und not one'patticular na- 
tion only, nl come Jo ine Enbib- 
e gr? and enjoy the bleffngs F 
run e eie 32911109 
SN 24401 iy bas boon 903 bas 2591970! 
+. Buw'|the>:lignorance of the Gentile 
world was ſtill more deplorable :\' arid 
therefore the bleſſings they: received from 
the day-ſpring which viſited them, the 
more remarkable. What diſtracted all 


aug 7: AI Ae \their 
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their ſages the Goſpel made eaſy and 
certain ; and enlightened the ſimple and 
the lowly, with diſcoveries infinitely be- 
yond the reach of human wiſdom. Thoſe 
national kites which policy had invented, 
to turn the ſuperſtition of the vulgar to 
the purpoſes of government, Chriſtianity 
pronounced vain and abominable: and 
by-enforging and exalting moral; good- 
neſs. and ſanctity of heart, which meyer 
made a part of any national religion in 
the Gentile world, taught men to ſecure 
heir preſent and future happineſs, in a 
way maph more agreeable. to the, dignity, 
and much more worthy the author of 
our nature 585 4 Ft onumi end! 
ITth buli bag 590 "53179 ‚Sonsibsdo 

Aas the Chriſtian! Jiſpenſition ns | 
lightens the underſtanding, in the ſame 
degree doth it promote a ſpiritual and 
true 'wonſhip, by — 1 
our virtuous affections. I ball 
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Tur more worthily we conceive of 
God, the juſter and ſublimer notions we 
form” of his nature and perfectibns, our 


. reverence and adoration muſt be the 


mote exalted and enlivened. Every new 
diſcovery” of his diſpenſations, every 
clearer view of his ways, and the righ- 
teouſneſs and graciouſheſs of Bis dealings, 
ate new incentives to praiſe and bleſs, 
und * bow down,” and fre before” 
him! By being taught to regard him as 


the author” not ny of our being but 


our redemption; by being affured, not 
of temporal happineſs, which glene was 
promĩſed in the Jewiſh law, but'ofa glo- 
rious immortality, as the rewürd of our 
obedience, our love and gratitude are 


_elovited* and enerenſtd. And thus as 
necoſſarfly as any power in flature pro- 


duees its ordinary effect, do the truth of 


_ ChiiManity! tend to" eſtabliſh the moſt 


exalted piety and devotion that our na- 
ture is capable of; nor can any thing 
IN *I% he * 
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prevent their proper influence but the 
groſſeſt prepoſſeſſions, or moſt n in- 
en, 


* 


Any thoſe affeQions which. ahis doe- 
trines of the Goſpel are ſo fitted to raiſe 

in us, its external rites are equally 
adapted to confirm. and cheriſh. Theſe 
are neither burdenſome nor | perplexing : 
few in number; ſignificant and affecting: 
ſuch as are ſuited to our preſent ſtate; 
and ſuch, therefore as we cannot but ac- 
knowledge the divine goodneſs, in ap- 
Pointing. tin 3% | [3-76 


Ax now, my brethren, having ſeen 
what is that ſpiritual. and true worſhip 
heh, God, requireth,. and what 18 that 
direQion. and aſſiſtance by which he 
Sen W, derer it, the the inference 


name, bor the, light: nanchſaſed, . 40 us; 


and 
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and we are to labour ſtrenuouſly, that 
we may walt af "children of hght.” 
We are to remember that we are Chriſ- 
tians: bound by the tender mercies 
vouchſafed to us to train every faculty, 
to approve ourſelves worthy of this aw- 
ful name. And particularly when we 
approach the throne of grace, to ap- 
proach with true reverence, with pure 
hearts and lively aſfections: knowing 


the importance of genuine and enlivened 


piety; in this precarious and too often 


diſtreſsful ſtate of things: and conſider- 
ing that while we breathe out our ſpi- 
ritual and true devotion, and unite with 
our fellow Chriſtians in folemn ſtrains of 
adoration, We prepare ourſelves for the 
ſociety of thoſe 'cxalted' creatures, who, 
in the regions of eternal Happineſs and 
glory, „ 7%] not u und right!" hing, 
Hahl holy, lol, Laird God Ali pip, 
6.) which uur, and — 10 komt. 
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To this bleſſed ſociety that we may 
be finally united, God of his infinite 
mercy grant, for his ſake who © was 
ain, and hath redeemed us to God by 
« his blood; and made us prie/ts, to 
% offer unto his name the pure offering, 
„the incenſe, which is the mom of” 
% farnts.” 


* * . ® 
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Kingdom of Heaven taken by violence. 


3 Preached at Sr. ANNB“s, DvuBLIN. 


Marraew, chap. xi. ver. 12. 


Aud from the dove of John the Beef an- 
til now, the kingdom of Heaven ſuffereth 
violence, and the violent take it by force. 


Tas declaration of our Lord may ap- 
pear ſtrange and unaccountable to the 
men of this generation. Indifferent to 
the pearl of great price, or not forcibly 
impreſſed with its tranſcendent value, 
they may be ſurprized to find that what 
we. receive coldly, or reject obſtinately, 


ſhould have ever been the object of ar- 
dent 
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dent ſolicitude; or ever purſued with the 


ſame violent and paſſionate earneſtneſs 
with which we proſecute the deareſt in- 
tereſts of mortality. 1 © 


Bor the text aſſureth us, that in the 
beginning it was not ſo. And when we 
have duly weighed the import of theſe 
words, and the declaration contained in 
them, we ſhall 'be naturally led to ſuch 
reflections as may be profitable for cor- 
rection and inſtruction in e 
N f . 1 IN” f ' W Thy Ne TY. Bw 
Vo are not to be informed that 4 
« the kingdom” of Heaven we are to un- 
derſtand the diſpenſation of Chriſt's Goſ- 
pel, the full and final revelation of God's 
will by the miniſtry of our Lord! "The 
commencement of this diſpenfation is 
dated from tlie days of John the Baptiſt, 
Wo openly declared the immediate ap- 
pearance the Meffrak; and püblicly 
taught the doctrine of repentanee And 
. 19 Hofdo ad nd 10ο oval hen 


at 
11251) 
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when it is ſaid from the days of Nom 
« the Baptiſt until now,” we are not to 
underſtand theſe words reſtrictively, aa 
if the kingdom of God was now ful- 
filled, or the violence of ſeizing it had 
ceaſed; for the words contain not only 
a declaration of preſent, but a prediction 
of future events: accordingly we find in 
the correſponding paſſage of St. Luke, 
the expreſſion is general and indefinite. 
„% Me lau and the" prophets were until 
% John! The Jews were left to the 
guidance of their own teachers, until 
the forerunner of their Meſſiah com- 
menced his miniſtry, -but———* /ince' that 
time ile bing dom of Cod ir preached, and 
e every man preſſethi into il.“ The preach- 
ing of Chriſt's Goſpel is begun, is con- 
tinued, will proceed and proſper: it is 
already operating on the minds of men, 
and its operation will not ceaſe: every 
man, that is, every man who embraceth 
it, is now and muſt and will be preſſingly 
ami Sox zealous 
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nrcalous to ſeize the bleſſing But we 
muſt attend more particularly to theſe 
expreſſions of the kingdom of God 
ſuffering violence, and the violent 
taking it by force. 1 13 


- From ſuch expreſſions we are not to 
conceive that any obſtacles are raiſed 
to our ſalvation; by the ſecret counſels 
through Chriſt, who. inviteth and affec- 
tionately entreateth all men to come to 
him, to learn of him, to drink of the 
fountain of living waters, to their ever- 
laſting refreſhment. The violence here 
ſpoken of is nothing more than that firm- 
neſs and force of reſolution, which layeth 
hold on ſalvation notwithſtanding every 
obſtacle, every prejudice againſt the truth, 
every paſſion. that may alienate the heart 
from it, every worldly intereſt. that may 
oppoſe it. It is the reſult of that feryour 
cl zeal expreſſed by the Apoſile when he 


exclaims 


* 
— TK. 
el 
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exclaims; in triumph, who all ſeparate 
ut fron the tove 'of Chriſt? tail tri. 

« ulation? or diſtreſs? or perſecution? 
r James or een A - RATE | 


99 DISH feen Aff es 
brhuslmgost of the whale: text, there- 
bes wende dos renpreſſid The Goſs 
pel diſpenſation is indeed clearly and for- 
cibly revealed : and though many are the 
obſtaeles to its progreſs, yet numbers ſtrall 
be found whoſe ſpiritual ſtrength and 
courage ſhall ſurmount them all: who 
ſhall! break through all | difficulties and 
diſcobragements, „ 
on wy bleſfings of 9 aer 
RT It br: off vet wir 
Ap from the _—_ de erphihsd 1 
all take occaſion to lay before: you; the 
partibular difficulties which! the early con- 
verts to Chriſtia nity encountered, he- 
ther Jews or Gentiles. It will be found a 
. a fruitful in pious and profitable re- 


flections. 
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fleQions:' And it muſt be my part: Mill 


further to lead ous to Fo ——_ 
SE A N Wa 45 Ic n A. 


* Bow-firſt as *Y the + dissen en- 
countered by the early converts to Chriſt's 
doctrine. He was in the firſt place ſent 
to the houſe of Iſrael! And tor: the; glad 
tidings of his kingdom were oppoſed their 
prejudices' and prepoſſeſſions, their paſ- 
fions* corruptions, and interefts. Their 
attachment to the ceremonial law was at 
this ptriod powerful; their ſubmiſſion to 
their teachers implicit and profound. 
Proud of their national diſtinction, as 
God's peculiar people; yet-little careful 
to appruve themſelves to the Gad of pu- 
rity, by judgment, juſtice and mercy, they 
indulged their paſſions, they corrupted 
their hearts, they were ſenfual, tevenge- 
ful turbulent: and their own: hiftorian 
imputes the deſtruction which? ſoon after 
fell upon their nation to no other cauſe 
but their manifold. and abominable ices. 
ano They 
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They looked indeed for a redeemer ; but 
it was for one who ſhould redeem them 
from their preſent ſtate of ſubjection, who 
ſhould lead them to wreak” their venge- 
ante on their enemies; who ſhould ſa- 
tisfy their pride with worldly greatneſa, 
and ſatiate their avarice with the poſſeſ- 
ſions of the Heathen; who ſhould relax 
the precepts of their moral law, and leave 
them, ot encourage them, to à free in- 
dulgende of their ſeveral paſſions.” To 
ſuch men, their teacher and deliverer ap- 
pedred without form or comelineſs; of 
lowly birth and humble ſtation- His king- 
dom he declared, was not of this world: 
that it could be received only by thoſe 
Wo lobked down with indifferenee on 
riches and glory and pleaſure ; by tlie 
pure) the peaceable; the humble and the 
upright: that, inſtead of weakening the 
obligations of their moral law, he came 
tod enforce, to extefid and to exalt its 
precepts! that the righteouſnefs of his 


bang diſciples 
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diſciples muſt exceed even that of the 
wiſe and reverend of their national 
guides: that it muſt be exemplary, that 
it muſt be perfect, and dearer to the heart 
than the moſt darling objects of morta- 
Ferre 


Wnuxx ſuch a doctrine was preached to 
ſuch a people, no wonder that the body 
of their nation were deaf: to their divine 
teacher, and hardened againſt the eyi- 
dences of his miſſion. Yet * as Nane a. 
4; were ordained, that is duly diſpoſed in 
their hearts, and theſe in great numbers, 
ſearched the ſcriptures, weighed aur 
Lord's miracles, ſacrificed all their Pre- 
Judiges, , broke through the bonds ef au- 
thotity and prepoſſeſſion, deſpiſed the 
diſpleaſure and ſcorn of their ſuperiovrs, 
forſook all their little ſtock »of wotldly 
comforts, and, with a violence of zeal 
n for every obſtacle, forced and 

preſſed 
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preſſed forward to the way of eterna 1 


Yew greater and more forcible was the 
reſolution” of the Gentile proſelyte: To 
the Jew, Chriſt's Goſpel was indeed” an 
offence : yet there was ſome ground from 
which his prejudices might be affailed: 
The doctrines of the fall and of © the 
promiſed ſeed were familiar to him. 
The divine authority of his religious 
conflitution was acknowledged. The 
appeal was made to © his' own prophets. 
But to all theſe things the Gentile was 
a ſtranger. ' To comprehend the doctrine 
propoſed, he was previouſly to be in- 
formed of many things remote from bis 
donception: he was to learn the hiſtory 
of a people whom he defpiſed. And 
When he had furmounted theſe obſta- 
cles, and tame to weigh the evidence 
of the new doctrine, his reſolution was 

Vol. III. . Ya expoſed 
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expoſed to ſtill ſeverer trials. His mind 
was not always prepared for the good 
ſeed. It was already occupied by opi- 
nions and prejudices. The Goſpel pro- 
nounced the religion of his country abo- 
minapie and deviliſh, required, him to 
renounce all that he hag. hela venerable, 


opt and licentipus, expoſed. i its 3 to 
| 0 Acorn of thoſe who were called wiſe, 
to tho terrqurs, of the powerful, to the 
fever ties which. jealous governours ex- 


erted, to, ſuppreſs; a doctrine held dan- 
gerous and, peſtilent. Vet in deſpight 
: 5 every prepoſſeſſion and every worldly 
: diſc Pfa gement, numbers Were found. to 
lay hold reſolutely, on the bleſſed hope 
of glory, Tbe glad tidings were ſpread 


| inſufficient... But the weakneſs of God 

was ſtronger than men. Belieyers ruſhed 
from , eyery- guaxter intq,:Chrift's- fold: 
It iz dt _ 111... : ood 
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ſtood firm againſt ſcorn and contradic- 
tion and perſecution ; multiplied, and pre- 
vailed, till the rulers and princes of the 
earth were at length compelled to * caft 
** their crowns before the throne of the 
« Lamb.” Fe 220169 


-  FroM this victorious progreſs of the 
Goſpel, men of ſpeculation deduce an 
additional argument of its truth and di- 
vinity. When the weakeſt of men were 
engaged in ſo prodigious an attempt, 
and attended with ſuch prodigious ſuc- 
ceſs, reaſon, ſay they, muſt teach us, 
though the ſcriptures were ſilent, that 
the Lord himſelf muſt have wrought 
with then. But it is my preſent purs 
poſe father to compate this zeal and 
ardour of the earlier converts to Chrif- 
tianity with our own diſpoſitions who 
"at this day name the name of Chriſt. 
Many of thom had but the ſame foun- 
c Y 2 dation 
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| dation of their faith with us: the ſame 


rational, though not irreſiſtible evidence, 
the ſame holy Scriptures for their di- 
rection, the ſame hope of immortality 
for their encouragement. They were 


A⁊calouſly affected; for the religion they 


embraced had its full impreſſion: they 
ſtudied, they examined, they meditated; 


they poſſeſſed their ſouls with all the 


motives and influences of the new doc- 


wine; it became irreſiſtible, delightful, 


comforting, tranſporting : they embraced 


the word of life with eagerneſs, they re- 


tai ned it with unſhaken conſtancy: even 
their enemies bare teſtimony, to its in- 
ſluence on their general conduct. We 
are too often cold, languid, indifferent, 
wavering, lapſing, and in our practice 
fatally inconſiſtent with our profeſſion. 


| Whence this difference? Comes it not 


from hence, that our religious impreſſi- 


e e PIP {ou 
lively ? 


* 
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lively? We are perpetually ſeduced from 
the great object in which our thoughts 
and deſires ſhould center. In the ſeri- 
ous or the ſolitary hour we are affected. 
But the torrent of worldly cares and 
pleaſures ſoon burſts upon us, and tears 
us from our momentous concerns. In- 
ſtead of exerting that violence, that ſpi- 
ritual ſtrength and courage, by which 
the kingdom of heaven is taken, we 
yield to the firſt aſſault of the ad- 
verſary; and we call this treacherous 
deſertion of God's ſervice, frailty and 
weakneſs. 


Axp yet if our attachment to re- 
ligion prove not ſincere and zealous, 
we are without excuſe. In engaging 
in the ſervice of our heavenly Ma- 
ſter, we have no prejudices or pre- 
poſſeſſions to ſubdue, no diſcourage- 
ments to retard us, no perſecutions 

to 
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to deter us from «dberivg faithfully 
bo his ferne, | 


40g De, let it be obſerved, 
that the declaration of the text is in 
ſome ſort applicable even to us. It is 
not without care and attention and re- 
ſolution that the beſt and pureſt among 
ys can lay hold ſteadfaſtly on the way of 
ſalvation. Let the truths and motiyes of 
the Goſpel be ever ſo forcibly impreſſed 
upon our minds, yet our nature is weak 
and corrupt, ſeducements , powerful, 
temptations dangerous. We haye the 
pride of life; the giddy courſe of plea- 
ſure, the cares and competitions of this 
buſy world, to enſnare and to diſtract 
us; the example of the careleſs and in- 
different, and the perverſe ſpeculations 
of the libertine to ſeduce us. Confidence 
and ſecurity are utterly inconſiſtent with 
our preſent ſtate of trial. To our ſeri; 
| ous 
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ous impreſſions . of religion, we muſt 
add frequent and devout reflection; to 
our reflection, vigilance ; and tb our 
vigilance, fervent and conſtant prayer, 
that we may be ſtabliſhed, ſtrengthened, 
and ſupported by the divine afliſtance. 
Thus it is that we are to work out 
our own. ſalvation, in this our day of 
hips a 217010 


Ax let it not be , Wiek a hug 
ſaying, that the bleſſed inheritance of 
eternal glory is not to be obtained with- 
out attention, and reſolution, and ſelf- 
denial. Look upon the worldly-minded. 
With what attention, with- what reſo- 
lution, with what ſelf-denial, do they 
purſue the wretched objects of their 
wiſhes! How early do they riſe, and 
how late are they to take reſt, what toils 
do they chearfully endure, what cares 
and diſtractions do they willingly em- 
brace, for the meat that periſheth, for 

the 
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the advantages of a day l— The advan- 
tages ſhall we call them? The illuſi- 


ons, rather, of an untutored imagina- 
tion. 


: Ox let us conſider the ſlavery of thoſe 
who ſeek the kingdom of Satan. They 
mult indeed lay hold upon it by an 
odious violence to every reaſonable and 
generous principle. 'They muſt contend 
againſt the force of conſcience, the in- 
fluence of inſtruction, the warnings. of 
reaſon, the terrours of example, the an- 
guiſh of paſſion unſatisfied and unſub- 
dued, the piercing ſenſe of thame and 
degradation, and the horrible affliction 
of ſtanding alienated from God, and from 
every thing. noble and * in his 
creation. 


Never may we, my brethren, ſubmit 
to ſuch n and i * bondage. 
| | No. 
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No. Let us force our way vigorouſly 
to the path of ſalvation. Let us cleave 
ſteadfaſtly to the hope of our call- 
ing. For it is our comfort and our 
Joy in this life. And he whom we 
ſerve, and he whom we fear, will 
come quickly: and his reward is with 
him. | 


SERMON XIII. 


cummumion of the Saintr. 


Henzews, chap. X11. ver. 22, 23, and part 
| of 24. 


m—Ye are come unto Mount Sion, and unto 
. the city of the living God, the heavenly 
. . Feruſalem, and to an innumerable company 

/ Angels, 

To the general aſſembly and church of the 
fiſt- born which are written in heaven, 
and to God the judge of all, and to the 
- ſpirits of ſuſt men made perfect, 

And to Jeſus, the mediator of the new co- 
venant. 


Ir is deemed a great advantage by the 
children of this world, that a man's lot 
hath fallen in a diſtinguiſhed country, in 


— * 


*I'\ 
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an eminent ſociety, and among the moſt 
eminent characters in ſuch ſociety : that 
he converſes with the great, and enjoys 
the favour of the exalted. Such a fitu- 
ation is ſuppoſed to elevate the mind; to 
make us careful and circumſpect, that 
our conſpicuous ſtation may be duly 
ſupported, and that we may provide 
things honourable and dignified in the 
fight of thoſe around us. 


I am ennobled and exalted,” faith the 
man of worldly eminence, © I dwell in 
« courts and palaces, I am admitted to 
* the preſence of kings. What then 
+ ſhould be my deportment? But, have 


we ſuch motives to elevate and refine 


our ſentiments, we who live and at 
in lower ſtations, in privacy, in obſcu- 
rity, or abaſement? Such doubts, my 
drethren, become the worldly- minded, 
creatures that confine their proſpects and 
deſires to che circle of preſent objects. 

— 
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But, however lowly and debaſed, unno- 
. . ticed and obſcure, the chriſtian hath 

that dignity of character which iafi- 
nitely tranſcends the little honours and 
diſtinctions of a day. He is aſſociated 
with all that is unutterably auguſt and 
reverend. Heaven and earth is the ſtu- 
pendous theatre of his actions. 


Ir is not ſpiritual pride that preſents 
ſome viſionary glories to his fancy. It is 
not enthuſiaſm that tranſports him be- 
yond the ſphere of preſent objects. He 
reſts with an humble, yet firm reliance, 
on. God's- promiſes. He knoweth that 
the word of the Lord is ſure. Nor is his 
faith leſs rational becauſe he rejoiceth in 
the hope of his calling, and is affected 
by the moſt animating aſſurances of di- 
vine goodneſs. Among theſe we. juſtly 
rank the doctrine of the text. It is ex- 
preſſed with that fulneſs and magnifi- 
es: which indicate a mind. warmed 

3 87 


— 
— 


— 
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and elevated with its ſubject, and labour- 


ing under the violence of its impreſſion, 


It cannot be attentively received with- 


dut ſome part of that rapture and ve- 
neration which evidently poſſeſſed the 


Apoſtle. But my preſent purpoſe ſhall 
be to conſider the ſeveral particulars re- 
counted in the text. And when theſe 
are duly weighed, we ſhall be naturally 
led to the inferences | deducible froth this 


doctrine. eite © 
4 e . 
* - * - 
*** my 7 : L#* Y 4 | p $4 #3 


« Ye are come,” ſaith the - Kpaſt; te " 
e to Mount Sion, and unto the city of the 
« Boing "God, the heavenly Jeruſalem.” 
Ye are called; not to an alarming” and 


tremendous diſpenſation, promulged, like 


that of the Jews, with every Eifcuim- 
fiance to diſmay and terrify ; but to a 


covenant of j joy and mercy, preſenting 
you with the moſt delightful and tranſ- 


porting objects. By this your Chriſtian 
cih, ye are even now inveſted with 


great 


— 


SERMON XI. 335 


great and ennobling privileges. As Mount 
Sion is ſaid to be they Joy of the whole 
« earth; as God, by the manifeſtation 
of his power and glory, is ſaid to dell 
« in: Feruſalem;” as ©* the name of the 
« Lord” is ſaid to be © declared in Sion, 
% and hir praiſe in Jeruſalem,” that now 
is; ſo, there is another Sion, the ſeat of 
everlaſting joy, and another Jeruſalem, | 
where the power and majeſty of the Al- 
mighty are diſplayed in the fulneſs of 
glory. From the very moment of your 
firſt engaging in the ſervice of our Lord, 
a title to admiſſion into this city of the 
living God was beſtowed on you: and 
every moment of your faithful ſervice 
brings you nearer to your conſummation. 
For “ ke that teſtifieth theſe things, faith, 
% ſurety I come \quickly:” and they that 
«do his-commandments,” have a cove- 
nanted right, to renter in, through the 
ente the cih. To illuſtrate this 
nm, we are ſome- 


12 2 f times 


* 
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times repreſented in this ſtate of proba- 
tion, as travellers in a foreign land, who 
flill retain the rights of their community, 
and, on their return, enjoy them fully. 
But however we may be ſtrangers and 
pilgrims upon earth. we are ſtill within 
the kingdom of our heavenly ſovereign; 
protected by his power, governed by his 
laws, and ſupported by his goodneſs. 
Nor are we far from the ſeat of his im- 
_ mediate preſence: but at the gate, ready 
to enter, and juſt on the point of enjoy- 
ing all the riches and glories of our 
IN $735; aint s G3, 211 


deſcribe that bleſſed "a — we 
are even now united, and with whom 
we are to hold viſible communion, in 
this . city of the living. Cad - Nu are 
« gels,” —Yea, to that great murimude 
« which no man cold number, of every 
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onder and degree of theſe ſuperiour: be- 


ings who kept their firſt eſtate; whoſe 
_ praiſes of the Lord God omnipotent” are 
« as the voce of nam waters, and as the 
% vice of mighty thunderings ” who in 
all their ſtupendous pre-eminence, : their 
exalted. powers and faculties, the ardour 
of their love, the might of their: mi nif- 
trations, are ſtill our fellow creatures, 


fellow ſervants, and fellow - ſubjects: ,. 


* niftring unto them that are heirs of Jak 


7 uation even now rejoicing in their 


joy; and anon, uniting with them j in the 
_ ſame; rapture of adoration, ue! the as 
2eal of obedience. | If, | 


Ye are alſo come; «70 the bag 
« ſenbly and church of the firfi-born which 


© ore written in heaven.” This phraſe, 


as well as the foregoing, bath an alluſion 
| to the Jewiſh economy. Le ate oome by 
| virtue of your Chriſtian vocation not 
merely to t thoſe thouſands of N ſaid 
| Vor. II. 3 to 


K 
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be attendant at 0 unt-Sin; en but t to 


| ada. multitude es, to the whole vaſt 
aſſembiy which no man can number of 


the ſame glorified creatures. Aud vet are 


2285 


come, not to the renowned of the con- 


2 214 "th 


gregation, princes © ef th t © If of their 
fathers, heads of thouſands 31 n tae], er- 
preſſed by "their great. 1 names, with their 
pedigrees declared after AT Amilies 
But o n 7 eng 9. N 81 Gy 325 


245 « which ax: N FL Loves y 


OO 


$1 49 
| « fr born” we ma vaderend, "i 2 thoſe 


ho haye a priority o of i inheritance z orin 


— - | — 


aſſigned. Its ſignification. in ſcripture is 
even. ſtill more general, as t the > term 1 is uſed 


to denote r ihe, thus, 
the ile poor,” is 8 
"thoſe; , of moſt diſtinguiſhed poverty y : or 
ier re en pee 
pence; 28 Chriſt 18 ſaid 19.26 8 12 "the 5 75 
br nz of ect erfature Joi tat My 
yio1; 
gotten from * before all crefted be- 
ings, 


general thoſe to whom the — . is 


3 
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ings, and in gloryſand dignity, unutterably 
ſuperieur. And by being vuritten in digus 
en, Me are to vnderſtand, not pre- 
duſtined v0 the» inheritance, hy a ar- 
3bitrary Aceree, independent of their own 
:60nduR,, but difinguiſhed by divine wẽiiſ- 


damen creatures fitted for the cinfieri- 


:tanee, and-tharefore;appointed by. divine 
1gg0dndſs tothe enjoyment of it: and. {40 
zälluſtrate things ipititual. by; earthly fimili- 
tudles) enralled as it were, and numbered, 
among the ac God- 
dus, bas ich wollet zuo ei mom fie 
er eee ee ee 
of theſe firſt: hotn : not tothe ool- 
lection of any one particular nation, or 
ypoople,bor: part; af, che erention : bht to 
therwhale unitad aſſemblage of allpthpſc 
bensellant heings, hes an the ruoſt ex ten- 
ae ſenſe: fm :the univerſal church; of 


| b-@God,z:wbether: theychave lived on earth, 
dein ſincere conformity: tothe divine will, 


dbhomevern or cin-whatevero degree, itt bath 
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been © diſcovered to them: or whether 
through the immenſe circuit of creation, 
the ſons of God may labour faithfully for 
the gradual advancement of their nature, 
and for the attainment of that fulneſs of 
perfection, to which their heavenly father 
may at length exalt them: Come they 
from the eaſt; or from the'iweſt, of this 
"earthly * habitation ;- whatever be their 


tube, or people, or local diſtinctions, or 


particular diſpenſations; come they from 
any of the various regions of immenſity; 
with them is our fellowſhip, and with 
them it is given tous, to down in 
— the kingdom of G Sto£81 310 "wh 
10 \honef 16iuoifrmq ono vas 10 avifzs! 
Bor to crown our glory and. felicity, 
168 Ulis adorable Being ure we alſo'wited ; 
ae 2 Cod the judge of all; who diſderneth 


2564 digigguilbeth this mighty collectbon 
of creathres affigning! their degrees and 


orders; and comtaunicating to all their 
e * of his favour and the 
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bleſſings of his preſence. From the throne 
of his majeſty, ſurrounded with the © fen 
« thouſand times ten thouſand” of the moſt. 
glorious of his creation, He * lumbleth_ 
« himſelf to behold the things” not * in 
a en only but i earth” He. 
hath ©« again begotten us,” even his 
wretched lapſed ercatures, ,* io 4 ul 
6 babe, « granting us power 10 become tus 
. ſons.” Even He, tie Ring of Kings, 
« and Lrd . Lords S dwelleth with him 
« « that in a e contrite and humble for” g 
_ % (arth 10. the prijoners, Ge forth, 10 
tem that are in darkneſs, Shew, youre. | 
4 « ſelves.” 80 that * they which wart. upon, 
« um, | all. renem their frrength, hall A 
« mount up with wings as eagles 17 and his 
i righteouſneſs. ſhall not be far Mr, neither 
Vo 8 « ſalvation VO x x 0% nou 
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| Apoſtle defing his grand deſeription. Yer 
** returns to a ſubjes that ſeems to have 
taken 


3% 8K MON XLII. 
taken total poffe on of his facbltles, and 
dwells füll on the ſcüpendous greatneſs ' 
art Fleling of dur oommunion.— Ve are 
come 7 the Prrits' US jan men matte per- 
«CH, und 0 the n 
5 wht * bee of th . 
B the ik of * vl or ee 
cxalted to 4 Nate of perfectſon, we are, 
probably, not precifel ly to underſtand the 
very fame collechon of creatures already 
recdüfted, but 4 Particular foclety, not 
parte indeed, br diſtinguithable in the 
whole. grand altemblage, and Al diſ- 
elaghiltiea by the divine perſon, under 
whoſe bauer the triumphänt hoſt is 
ranged; © Fol! Pie metiathy of Hb ne 
Abbelen, Tus eating öf this" ad- 
dition we may füppoſe is tits, ye dre 'by 
your vocation admitted to communion 
with ths uiverſüf affeinbly of being fo 
tified; r Rady to enter into goty, wo 
85 pu ity thelr 0 author, a 
all- 
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allegraciout ſovereign.;, hut paptigulat ye, 
arg. United with the body of your. Flor 
chriſtans, whoſe; Warfzpg is figichę dh. and. 
their cromm receiugd.s, hg, are juſtified, 
or accepted as juſt, throygh the, great car 
tain of, their; ſalxatipn ; preſented to the, 
throne gf, mercy, ſpotleſs, bx, the, blogg, 
of. the Lamb, ang ha vg regfiyed., that, 
bleſſed ſentenge, T9 him that Ron 
Ait I grant tai ufſhans 4 n a 
11011254 03 Holdesad p 9 va 

No doth it Ger, unxeaſopable 10. laßt 
poſe that our future, viſible, union, With 
this particular ſociety, may be the means 
of :6ncreaſing; on Je ur Koyng 
may he like that, of, bepthren, hg 

to the fleſh; of the ſame. immediate fa- 


1 the, fame covenanys | 
2 purchaſed. by, the {ape Pficg 4 igpfeſſf ſed 
With ihr ſame ſenſe: of merey;; cxplting, 
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2 "glaſs darkly, 'but to diſcern clearly the 
vaſtneſs of that mercy we have received, 
the full value of redemption, the wiſdom, 
the juſtice,” the goodneſs of the means 
and manner of it: and with affeQions 
ſuitably enlivened and exalted, to rejoice 
for ourſelves and for our brethren; to 
| give glory to the Father who appointed 
theſe means of our ſalvation, to the Son, 
who wrought it, and to the Holy Spirit, 
by whom we were enabled to perform 
the conditions, and to obtain the bleſ- 
ſings of the 2 8 cr na, | 


San 1 11 


Wo foch a ges need, the ind of 
man is naturally tranſported, and the 
imagination impatient” to run its courſe. 
We might attempt a faint deſcription of 
the bleſſings we "are to enjoy in this 
glorious ſociety”; of the underſtanding 
ſtrengthened ich bow powers, and en- 
| riched with new illuminations; of the 
exquiſite refiienient and exaltation! of our 
* 2 | atk ections, 
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affections, of enlarged faculties and new 
endowments. | But eye hath not ſeen, 
« nor" ear heard, neither have entered into 
rte heart of man tie things which God 
« hath prefiared for them that love him.” 
Let us then reſtrain our ſpeculations. 
And ſurely the ſublime doctrine now be- 
fore us muſt be conſideted with reve- 
rence and humility and awful fear. 
For © what in man, that God hath been fo 
« mindful of him?” and what are we, 
whom he hath deſtined to ſuch exalted 
honour ? Allured from his ſervice by the 
mean and tranſitory enticements of this 
mortal ſtate; tottering under the burden 
of our offences, in the race that is ſet be- 


edis? inuible to the vaſt value ibi. 


our prize; with thoughts and deſires and 
purſuits conſined to the abject ſocieties of 
the world; not conſidering, and ſcarcely 
| comprehending the majeſty and dignity 
of our deſtination; and the glory of that ſo- 
"oy in which our fellowſhip is appointed. 
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Woke to; God?!" that, the man, Who 
deſpiſes the riches. of God's merex, could 


fan à moment turn. bis thoughts, to the 

gtaad ang} glotioup.itiheritagcs which he is 

in danger of forfeiting for cyers How. 
piereing muſt be his affliction (for I now | 


procced) to the iuſferances from «rape 


his ewp heart h „And is this the glory or- 


© dined: for mas nd is; this the ſociety 
ü k I ns appointed? Woe: is, 
meli for; I; have; renounced the hongur 


© and; happineſs: of my;ibging..1 have 
« cBranged: my ſalf from! wy orator and 


cherer; and ſtand in odious ſeparation 


dctiano I am already g t % the 


© plendqur. of his gusts, and he blef: 
«, ſingh of. his preſence, hut id hege and 
Aarkneſe rand dhe dungean, to rgiling 
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© ſpirits; and toi Satan their firſt- Burn, 
and 1 Bone vcr 1 n | 
* miſery.” - * | 
- mon $519; He 1500 Eos Fin ons 355. 
I we have lee and iebelled 
ne is the e time for ſach re 
flechions; and no ſhould we indliſtri- 
ouſſy impreſs our minds with the height 
of glery, from which we are fallen, that 
before We be deſperately hardened; bes 
fore our ſouls be! totally embruted, and 
have their irrevocable portion in the: fe« 
cod death, we may burit' che bonds: of 
Satan, and labour to ä 
weden HG eit J tb off SHY 04 
. i to 00473 
RR wt 3680 201 pious Chriſtian 
there is leſs need to point out the glories 
of his inheritante“ His faith: is ſteadfaſf, 
add his hope enhivened. ' Aud happy 
would it be, werd it the ſole: buſineſs: of 
this place; to applaud, to congratulata, 
to encourage, to dwell upon tho glorious 
Ait "OY objects 
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Wos to God!" that, the man, Who 
deſpiſes the riches of God a mercy, could. 
fam moment turn bis thoughts, to the 
gtead arch glotioup.inheritagce, which he is 
in danger of forſeiting for ever. How. 
piereing muſt be his faffliction (for I now | 
proceed; to the inferences. from cpa 
tles doQrine) and hom drendful hig con- 
ſbernation, when bs this communeth wg 
his on heart And is this the.glory or- 
0 ined ſor me di nd: ig ehe ſociety 
t Wich L ns appointed? Woo 4 
| ©, el for, J. have; renounced | the 
and happineſs of BY: i being. 1 = 
eſtranged my ſalf from. 9 Gator and 

© dehyerer;; and ſtand in odious ſeparation 
 _*fram. every good and glenious being 
*, through the infigite ctent of his orea- 


Tetiane I am; 1 


wlenflqur of Ms: counts, and he ble 
Linge of his preſence, buꝶ 0 ghaine and 
* darkpefs,and e dungwen, to Mailing 
NR n e eee 
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« ſpirits; and toi Satan theirs firſt-born, 


© "and 1 a ora horns el | 
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Ir we have vailgeltas and chelled; 

ne is the be time for ſuch re. 

flechions; and no ſhould: we induſtri- 


oally impreſs our minds with the height 


of glory, from which” we are fallen, that 
before We be deſperately hardened; bes 
fore our ſouls be totally embruted; and 


have their irrevocable portion in the: fe= 


oon death, we may: burſt the bonds of 


Satan, and emer to eee 


ation. eig! T6 | ver sd Ae 
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rb dhe fincere and pious. >Chriftian 
there is les riced-to-point out the glories 
of his inheritande! His faith:is ſteadfaff, 
add his hope enlivened. '' Aud bappy 
would it be, wers it the ſole: buſineſs of 
_ this place; to applaud, to bongratulate, 
r — Fray 
rte objects 
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objects of our purſuits in triumph and 
exultation; or even to exhort to patience 
and perſeverance in well-doing. This is 
indeed the firſt and proper inference from 
the conſideration of that glory which 
_ ſhall be revealed. But, alas! the word 
is addteſſed to the weak and wavering. 
to the mind unuſed to exalted thoughts, 
conſined to preſent objects, or, if the in- 
tereſts of eternity ſhould be entertaĩned. 
receiving them with a tranſient and flight 
attention; forming - inadequate.” concep- 
tions of our Chriſtian calling, and vainly 
expecting to reconcile the 7 of God, 
with the ſlavery of this world. to ſuch 
profeſſors of Chriſtianity, we muſt eſpe- 
cially: recommend a ſerious and ſolemn 
attention to the riches of our inheritance, 
Theſe are not promiſed to the weak and 
wavering, but to him that overcometh.” 
They are not purchaſed by flight and 
temporary efforts, but by ſteadineſs and 
reſolution | and uniformity. - The world 
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glory is to be obtained by an active courſe n 

of duty in this our day of diſcipline and | 

probation. But it is not for creatures 
made as we are, redeemed at ſuch a price, 

and deſtined to ſuch -exaltation; to con- 

fine our affections to the ſordid objects of 
mortality; to know no purſuit mote dig- 
nified than labouring to acquire them; 
no joy more tranſcendent, than that of 
diſplaying the poſſeſſion of them, in all 
the elegance and pride of life. How 
would the great ones of the world deſpiſe 
their aſſociate, who without regard to 
ſtation, to honour, to all the advantages 
of eminence and affluence, ſhould de- 
ſcend to the purſuits of childiſhneſs, of 
5 ignorance, and meanneſs ? How then | 
muſt they themſelves be regarded by thoſe 


. N 
„„ » ⏑ «c wo 


_ - whoſe converſation is in heaven by 
_ thoſe glorious beings” Who enjoy their 
eee, or thoſe who labour for the 
= ſame 
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of his hen vonly ſather And in his, wiſe 
and leſſed progreſo, be is not torturad by 
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120 mere · minenee And, wchat jeff un- 


uttterably greater moment. what ; muſt, be 
their viloneſs in the ſight of the: hot 


wiſc and inks „i zul gots 
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n apt of / ples ſuro? Are ye 


captivated by tiches ; Are ye impatient 


for honour and diſtinien ? Go to the 


humble Chriſtian, and eam of him. 
Her is patiently ſteuring his approach to 
the ſouroo of everlaing;pleaſure, labaur- 
ing for the riehos that ne permanent and 


-incorroptible, | aſpiring} 10 the hapour 


which: cometh from God, for diſtinction 
among / che moſt exalted of i the children 


enyy, Hharraſſoda by» contention; ; amaſcd 


by win hopes, wearied by / frujtleſs, en- 


+deavourss:; galled; by: diſappointments, 


+ eonrodetl., by {petfjetual; anziaty, entcioff 
| ede Lhom\bioreniopmenta gr ect. 
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801 by vali! when G66 . Ae. | 
OREN.” #6 11 96% 84 © 2 141 bt 
ib 201! to e wn iv eld 
„8 + wh: i ths ul or man be 
really abſorbed; and 'fatisfied by worldly 
things, we may be fred! that it i fünk 
to an unnätural fate of abafrment: and 
his fatiöfa tion in flit öf the reptile that 
grovels in the Hüft. No voice, therefore, 
ean be mite friendly to him, none wich 
he tho d receive with more carneſtneſs 
and joy, than that winch - rouſes kum 
from his 6dioud inſenfbility. Andwhen- 
"ever we are in danger from "the Allure- 
ments bf the world, hene ver we feel our 
of  ſpitits yielding, ad besbaiag captive" to 
teen then mould "ovety confideration'df | 
"real möment be fümttröned to bur àfffſt- 
Ane. We moch alt uß dur Hearts, and 
dabitutte them to GGndtive the ren value, 
and to aſpire” to the mal dignity" of dur 
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_Anv great occaſion likewiſe-is there 
that we ſhould be ſolicitous to polleſs our 
ſouls with ſentiments of true dignity, 
when the pride of worldly advantages 
ſteals into our hearts, and we are de- 
graded. to. ſuch meanneſs as to explt in 
the appendages of this. ſtate. of humilia- 
tion. Come not near me, faith the 
man of worldly greatneſs, for I am thy 
'* ſuperiour.” Let him then enjoy his ſu- 
periority unenvied, but not unpitied; for 
pitiable is that blindneſs which con- 
_ exives;the excellence of man to conſiſt in 
faring ſumptuouſly, being arrayed gor- 
_ geoully, in pleaſing the fancy, (indulging 
the paſſions, lying down i in caſe and in- 
dolence, and riſing to diſſipation and 


. - . amuſement, to receive the. inſidious ho- 


mage of dependence, and to lien to the 

_falſe-addreſſes; of _ intereſted flattety. If 
this be our glory, let us not pretend to 
refined- ſentiments and exalted. ſpirits: 
i N | For 
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glory of a a redeemed creature. 3 
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Ap Is the faithful follower of ( 255 
Je us, who in this life is 80 {fed an 
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r Er to all the moſt dazzling 
diflinQions of this, w orld. He is 51 
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aſſiſted, ſupported, ennobled, comforted, | 
by that lively faith which tranſports us 
beyond the precincts of mortality, and 
places us in the immediate preſence of 
the all-glorious author of our being, and 
n the ſociety of his moſt glorious crea · 
? It is the firm affurance of being 
raiſed, and united to the aſſembly of the 
bleſſed, the ardent ſolicitude to obtain 
this illuſtrious inheritance, to burſt from 
the gloom of death into the exalted ſtate 
of felicity prepared for the faithful, which 
ſhould regulate every action of our lives, 
and every affection of our hearts, Eve- 
ry, thing we wiſh or ſeck, or purſye, 
ſhould be directed to the great ſcope and 
purpoſe of our being. Unleſs we be 
ſhamefully contented to crawl. through 
tis mortal ſtate, inſenſible to God's gra- 
cious -promiles,. obſtinate in rejecting 
mercy, and enduring the full weight of 
Juice, 2 treafuring up wrath againſt the 
dp of wrath z, and heregfter behold- 
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ing the exaltation of our fellow-creatiies" 
with anguiſh; and envy, and hopelefs" 
malice, and rage, and confuſion and de- 
3 Ji! od. 1 VEAL © y! « 1391:9275VO T8 
ir e rtl: To! seg oft N EP 
No my anden, let out hearts be 
ſurely fixed on the glory Which (Hall be 
revealed. Let us not exchange our birth- 
right for meanneſs and vanity. Let not 
preſent pain or poverty, or eaſe, or care, 
or pleaſure, or grandeur, or any worldly- 
advantage, or any worldly diſtreſs, di- 
vert us from the only object worthy of 
creatures made in tie image of God,” 
and ( called unto his kingdom and glory.” 
We know that the faſhion of this worlds, 
paſſeth away :. but we know that our 
Redecmer liveth. And behold he cometh 
ty, and his reward! is with | Sp 


& may the eracious Spirit of the 
Lind purify our hearts and enliven our 
affeQions, t that the enticements of this 
VW world 
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world never man have power to diſtract 
and debaſe us; that we may: look: with 


a ſtedfaſt eye to the inheritange of him 
that overcometh: that we may be num 


bered with the nations of them which 
25e ſexed, and walt in the gory.of! God 
and the light af the Lamb for cyen! 
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Tas: terms of dur acceptance” are 
written in Got!'s wort! with: fuch RrHg tl 
of character that it ſceums difficult to 
miftake- 
that he who © db/h- Thereſe,” and 
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he only, rr, tliat « without 


*- holings ns Wan Ma © foe the Lord,” 
that Chriſt © gave f, for us, that he 


* might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
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We are there affated, 
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„ bunid unte kigsell. 4 peculiar... people, 
« zealous of good works.” Theſe and 


ſuch like doctrines are received and ac- 
knowledged. We p ofeſs our firm belief 
of that word by which they ate con- 
veyed. And when we look round us 
to the libertine and the gainſayer, per- 
haps we may regard our own happier 
ſituation with a ſecret complacency. 


Perhaps we may be even tempted to 
exclaim, Godil. we wel der dat we 
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l lieving and dſobedient. "We x receive 
dhe. doctrine of thy ſon nb look to | 
Abe. partakers f his ſalvation 3 we call 
© upon. his name; we attend upon his 
©; ordinances ve preſent ourſel ves be- 
Dore thy throne 55 acknowledging our 
\ offences, imploring thy mercy, . magni- 
„xing thy goodneſs, hearing and re- 
| { ceving..thy: holy word. Ain 3803 
des. eee e e wv eee hen 
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God forbid that ſuch appearances 
ſhould be . uncharitably fuſpected or con- 
demned. Yet we are aſſured, that thers 
are who ſeem « 10 be religious ; z. yet 
&« their religion is vain ;” that the pro- 
felled follower of our Lord may ſay 
that he is rich, yet be utterly inſenſible 
to his real condition of ſpiritual poverty, 
and wretchedneſs, and blindneſs, and 
nakedneſs. Such alarming declarations 
ſhould awaken even the moſt ſectire; and 
call, with a powerful yoice, on every 
individual among. us to attend ſeriouſly 
to the exhortation of the text. (For we 
may confider it as a general exhortation, 


without regard to its 5 purpoſe 
or oy WY 


i ade 


11961} 


WY mite Kates ede re, ff « whe- 
er 5 *. in the faith * whether your 
| | ſpiritual flate be ſuch As God's word 
requires, 286 manifeſts 5 \ lively, foflu- 
Set fich in Chriſt Jeſus, and "gives 
| "you 
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| you a firm and reaſonable aſſurancę of 


his promiſed So Nor let 1 ex- 
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ary > 


covery . Ig ag prine iples 15 
condutt” . 'Frove your own ern 


| an "acturate, a ſincere and impartial 9 
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quiry „Such us the direQion 9 of the 


Apoltle, and s the duty n w ta be 
e de F * e eben, 
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Bor "the EY of this place j is "not 
only to exhiort, but to direct, and. to af- 
i. 55 And 46 i addre cſs m | ele not. to 


oy Fat 148 hah * 


is rebellious or hz libertive, e but 
to 'thoſe who. ha ve, at leaſt, a form of 
godl neſs, I oaks lead them t to >» conſider 
_ its real Muy. hath poſſeſſed 


their hearts. And fo the p Rage 


cer *® 


GY „5 g * every hearer, 
1 as he woyld gg deceiy 
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while I lay before him ſome diſtingpiſb- 
ing marks of true religion, the term 
in which we include the knowledge and 
practice af qur duties hoth to God and 
many. as taught and eee the 
om of Chriſt Jeſus. 3 


Is the firſt place, then, ye know, that 
true religion ſuppoſes. an, enlightened 
mind, The will of God is ta he col- 
lecged from his word. | On that word 
then, the light of our paths, we ſhould 
$x with a firm and reverent- attention. 
1 Have I duly conſulted my unęrring 
guide and counſellor? Do Idaily me- 
ditate in the * words , eternal G 
Am I, anxious to become u, u 

lun? Am I: careful to. draw, 
* from . the, fountarn. of diving waters 2, 
Such are the queſtions by which we are 
has Prove. our own ſelves . Or am 1 
* cantented; with the inſtruction of my 
© infant years ?.Wigh the dodrings of men? 


with 


tmn! 


* 


362 SERMON XIII. 

2 * a {light attention to the ſcriptures, 
© ſeldom cotiſultitig,” careleſsly reviewing 
them, as if they were not given to every 
man to profit withall, but reſerved for 


4 particular profefion, or n 8 but 
> for a particular ſtage of life ? 


Tuvs religion dath not indeed require 
that every private chriſtian ſhould be deep- 
ly ftudiedin all entieal and perplexed queſ- 
tions, agitated, at any time, among the 
learned and the curious. But there are 
great leading truths, with which his mind 
ſhould" be "duly ſtored, and deeply and 
awfully impteſſed. God and lis attri- 
butes, his power, his purity, his wiſdom, 
his gracious loving-kindneſs, his ttemen- 
dous juſtice ; Chriſt and his coming, his 
death, his exaltation, the duties he en- 
joius, the motives he propoſes, tlie end 
of our vocation; and tlie means of ob- 
taining it; all theſe are clearly revealed. 
It-doth” not require the” advantages of 
E | refinement, 
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refinement, the extenſive range of an 
improved and cultivated mind, to diſcern 
and to apply them. By the poor they 
were firſt preached, to the poor they were 
immediately addreſſed; they abide the 
ſtricteſt teſt of reaſon; but they are level 
even to the lowlieſt : and to every ſoul of 
man,; it is above all things, and before 

all enquiries neceſſary, that he read 

„ -mark, learn and 4. . the momentous 

dodirimes.! 403 Noli 

_ pen m6 Ss , 0 193 28007 
5 cls ſhall our CI be reaſon- 
able, and unſullied either by enthuſiaſm 

or ſuperſtition. The enthuſiaſt reads in 
Goc s word, without the ſober guidance 
of teaſon and reflection. His imagina- 
tion is intoxicated, his paſſions enflamed; 
and their fervours he miſtakes even for 
tinnen of the ſpirit. His doctrine 
\he'expreſſes in myſtic obſcurity, or in a 
figutative language, unmeaning! or miſ- 
conceived And he obtrudes this doctrine 
bo | with 
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with the viele noe of Wirtes pride; with 
that falſe zeal which is bitter and uncha- 
ritable, obſtinate and acrimonious. The 
ſuperſtitious renounces his trur guide, 
and ſubmits to the deciſions of men, 
however abſurd, extravagant, and impi- 
ous. His religion is confined to minute 
and ſormal obſervances, to a mere bodily 
eee withont eee of the 
FR we muſt reſort to the members of 
.another communion, their lamentable 
ignorance; their ' abject. ſubmiſſiun, their 
peninces; pilgrimages, indulganchs,: prey» 
ers in an unknown tongue, to the de- 
parted: creature; and all their long train of 
errours and extravagances, unanthorized 
by. God's word, ar repugnant to his com- 
mandments. But God grant that ſome 
tamt af ſuperſtition be not, at ſometimes, 
found even in a puter communionl We 
may be ſuperiour to many groſs delufi- 
ons ; but if we fondly concei ve that the 
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God of troth and purity can be pleaſed” 
withiexteriour formality, or minute obſcr- 
vaticesof any kind; if the corrußted heart 
coneeives a vain purpoſe of atoning for its 
olfemees, by ſuſpending them for a time 2 
by ſome occafional*exercifes of devotion ; * 
ift the multitude; or the preſciibed forůms 
o drdbt, of prayer iſſuing only from 
the Hps, be miſtaken for trur piety ; in 
the and other ke "caſes, we ſind” 
condvmnec of ſüperſſitibr: and it every 
calls de are id dunger of 4 fütaf devia- 
tic Hf the way bf” life, wien we 
cateloſsly or contemptbouffy turn from 
that e which mould gude our för. 


? wr ot ' he 812 
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Bir if we have pit totally ncglbeteck 
the wordv of eterhal life, let by in” the” | 
next places examine hc her our reſearches 
hav b&wexterfiye and impättlal Wie- 
ther / we hü ye not conf Hd or attention” 9 
to: ſome detached! part, infldad of ck, 


2yuab EN ; ing 


ing out the whole of God's good pleaſure. 
For example, the mercies ;vouchſafed to 
us through Chriſt, are expreſſed in the 
moſt affecting declarations... We are 

aſſured, that he is the author of eternal 
ſalvation; that e ., Joved. u, and 
«* waſhed . us. from. our. fins n ts gun 
'« blood,” that by him, God was pleaſed 
to .* reconcile all, things. ta himſelf i. 1% chat 
he 5% able tos ſave them 0 the uur nl 
& that. come 10 God: by: him,” hattet other 
N foundation can, no. mar, lay, but Jeſus 
unt; chat in; him wwe are bleſſed, 
choſen, adopted, accepted. Wel may 
receive theſe declarations of mengy- with 
gladneſs. But do we alſo gladly receive ft 
the conditions, on which this mercy is 

vouobſafed d. Have we ſcriouſly., copidet- 

ed, that we are to lg wall, as children: of 
- the light, , worthy, gf", our. Sn 
flieg halt in the fear. of Cult: His 
promiſes are, comfortable: but have E 
| allo. waighed. the, IS of his 


tremendous 


LEI 


* 
3 1 


* want] o Pon we. indo-' 
lently relied for ſalvation en the, + Blood | 
« of the covenant,” when by our actions, 
we haye « * accounted the blood of. the cove- 
« nant an unholy thing 7 Or do we, on 
the other hand, look for acceptance. 
from our own works, without regard to the 
way. which God hath appointed, the con- 
ditions which his boundleſs goodneſs hath 


propoſed, or to, that name by Which 
alone we n be faved ?—Theſe are 


5 poinis of moſt deep and awful conſs- 
quence ; and with reſpect to theſe the, 


\ wn 


ſtricteſt and moſt impartial trial of our 
hearts is abſolpte] 3M requiſite, . } 1 
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needs not be reminded, that there. Is x 
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promiſe t to. .the man who obſtigatel y, .« con- 
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requiteth tlie Whole heart. Is it then 
devoted to His ſervice, entitely, willingly, 
without” reſerve, conftraitit or regret ? 
To fore inſtances of duty men may be 
determined leſs reluctantly, from te -mper 
or from” habit. ie we then Sed 
with yiefding to br ptopenfitics ? ? or 4 
a” fee of duty counteract the Forte ee 
o ptöpenfities D we maintain a 
Mit Naß over our moſt dangefous "and 
. preftothin: nant ” paſſions," and fortify our- 
ſelves a alk that , that «doth 1 
4 e Wet uw | ad in ECAC pea 
200 10 1813; air fl 0 Doe 11 
Tuxkxx is 8h rech ture ſo 
monſtrouſly depraved, pi qo not 
Milf retain fo me g good quality, fonte ſoli- 
tary © ville, Foy dit finguiſhable "in," the 
fottneſs of 1 bie general corruption, But 
n ene corruption. is not nds 7 . 
dug of Ir 6 Only, "The ib . an 
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nevolence, But bene volence cannot atone 
for impurity; no more than freedom, 
from, impurity can cover the guilt of 
hardened ſelfiſhneſs. We may be fip- 
cerely contrite for our. aun offenes, 
yet raſh and ſevere in our judgments of 


other men. We may be poſſeſſed with 
ſome ſhare of a devotional ſpirit: but this 
ſpirit doth. not always. cleanſe: the heart 
ſrom malice or uncharitablenaſs; nor 
keep, the lips undefiled. from cenſure, 
lander ne FS, then, we are 


ractial. mr defective eee that 
our obedience, muſt extend to the whole 
us nat ſpeak. peace. ton our ſouls, until 
we know. clearly, and can profeſs, ſin- 
corely, that — foe — 9 do 
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Bur it may be ſaid, We have 
examined our conſciences. They in- 
q deed condemn us of various imper- 
C feQions and 'back-flidings.' Yet our 
= "religious principles are founded on 
* God's word: wie acknowledge the 
* neceffty of univerſal obedience ;* and 
© as far as human frailty will permit, 
e reſolve to dedicate the whole heart 
to God. But let us examine ſtill far- 
ther. One great mark of true religion, we 
| know, is that it be uniform and perſe- 
veting.” bb then tſie reſolution thus 
formed the mete effet of ſome acci- 
dental emotion; or 'compuntion, „ which 
patſeth” with the occaſion” Which pro- 
3 duced it ? Do we affume our religious 
ſentiments, at Rated periods, in certain 
citcumſtances, as if momentary and 
odccaſſonal acts could produce Habits for 
eternity ; or © as if that into which the 
heart and affections enter not, Which is 
not longed for and fought after, could 
1H 9 awer 


, 


mh Gio bb CO Oy ba tw OS 


a—- 


SERMON XLII. 351 
anſwer the ends of religion, of purifying: 
and exalting the ſoul, to qualify it for 


a divine life and angelick happineſs? 
True religion is firm, conſtant, and habi- 
tual. It influences all our actions; and 
directs our - whole courſe of life. It is 
not "confined to particular places, to our 
cloſets or our churches. It attends us 
in ſociety as well as in tetirement; in 
the world and all its buſy purſuits, as 
well as in the ſilent and ſolitary hour. 
It is the ſame in health and ſickneſs; 
in joy and in affliction; in abundance 
and in want. Do we then feel 'this 
univerſal influence? Doth it give a meek 
and calm compoſure to bur proſperity ? 
Doth it enable us to enjoy our good 


chings in ſerenity and thankfulneſs : 


Doth it ſpeak effectual comfort to our 
diſtreſs? and in the hour of danger 
und calamity, doth it lift up © the" hands 
% fat hang down,” and ſtrengthen „ e 
'u feeble "knees? Doth it ſuſtain us, at 
07 B b 2 the 
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the: ptoſpect of approaching death, and 
raiſc us above all ita terrours ? 


By ſuch fruits, we. are aſſured, that 
e engraſted word hath been received, 
cultivated, taken deep root, and tho- 
roughly poſſeſſod our hears, But ſhould 
it appear, upon diligent examination, 
that what we call our religion, is aſſumed 
inſtead of comforting, ſerves but to 
_ irfitate, to diſtreſs. us, to confound us, 
ourſelves ; we may then be; aſſured that 
reluctant and diſtaſteful ſervice, as to 
an auſtere maſter, in order to avert his 
obedience due to the great and gracious 
father of all ereation that we have then 
miſtaken the temper he accepts and the 
ſervice ho requires, and that wa are ſtill 
I) K | to 
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to ſeek for that benign ſpirit of Chriſtia- 
nity which lartnonĩzes every thought, and 
gives grace to every action; which ſup- 
ports us, comforts us, and extends its 
bleſſed influence to all around us. 


Trvs have I endeavoured to direct 
you to the moſt intereſting object that 
can poſſibly engage the | heart of man. 
The point to be conſidered is nothing 
leſs than this, whether we be effeQually 
in that path which leadeth to eternal 
life. It is no uſeleſs ſpeculation, no cu- 
rious or - unneceſſary reſearch. It is the 
ſoul of every individual among us, which 
demands our ſerious aud devout attention. 
Are our lives truly conformable to the 
followers of our redeetnet ? Are we in- 
deed entitled to the bleſſings of his cove- 
nant i Theſe are the queſtions to be: ad- 
direſſed to our hearts, And if theſe may 
TIE be 
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bo lightly regarded, then is eternal life no- 
thing; and the everlaſting happineſs of a 
redeemed creature, of no value: it is of 
| little import, whether for an eternity of 
exiſtence we are to be raiſed to a ſtate of 
exaltation, among the moſt exalted crea- 
tures of God; or whether, for ever and 
ever, we are to be baniſhed from his pre- 
fence, outcaſts from his mercy, the com- 
panions of degraded and condemned ſpi- 
tits, driven from the glories and bleſſings 
of the faithful, to the 1 of de- 
e ne wiſer, 


vob ar 4 Aoi that: God; is mer- 
ii and will not be extreme to mark 
. what-is done amiſs" from errour and im- 
perfection. But where is the indulgence 
promiſed to careleſsneſs and indifference ? 
Von ſay, in the language of the Prophet, 
tie heart it deceitful above all things. 
And true it is we cannot know the hearts 
of other men. But if we be deceived by 
2d our 
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our on, we have neglected to examine 
them; or we have not examined with di- 
ligence and attention ; or we have tried 
them by a falſe and inſufficient rule, ma- 
king terms of acceptance for ourſelves, | 
which, God hath. not made; wilfully or 
careleſsly. miſconceiving his pure and per- 
fea law; not ſecking the aſſiſtance of 
| huis gracious ſpirit to enlighten our un- 
derſtandings and ſupport our weakneſs; 
not frequently and feryently praying to 
the Almighty, in the language of the 
Pſalmiſt, * ſearch. me, O Cad, and know 
n heart: try me and know my thoughts. 
« See- if tiere be | any\, wicked ua in me: 
and lead me in the way everlaſting.” 
« If our hearts condemn us” of ſuch no- 
gle, © God 7s greater than our hearts.” 
His judgment of us is ſtill more en- 
| — than that of our conſciences, 
how well informed ſoeyer; for he know- 
eth all things; he diſcerneth all the moſt 
ſecret petverſions of our ſouls, the in- 


fluence 
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fluende of felove in darkening. the un- 


derſtanding, the power of paſſion and 
cotruption, in ſeducing us to a lax and 


eee . aa. 
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cetity, diligenoe; and to your diligence, 
watchfulneſs ; and to watchfulneſs, de- 
vout prayer, for aſſiſtance and illumina- 
tion from above. Thus, when the awful 
moment of diſſolution is approaching, and 
be preſent ſcene of things ready to be 
cloſed for ever, we Mall be enabled to ery 
out with the Apoſtle, Thir r my re- 
<" Joiring, that in /implictty and body /in- 
« cerity I have had. uy ede in _e 
world.” 18.9 


Ax here I ſhould | Aols ci. 
did I not conceive that there is u fair 


occaſion of again calling on yon to prove | 
your own ſelves in one particular inſtance 
8 duty. Let every individual who hears 


. me 
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me addreſs this plain queſtion to his heart. 
How have I received the preſent word 
+ of exhortation ” If it hath been lightly 
regarded, it is evident that we do not ſtudy 
to improve thoſe means of grace which 
God hath vouchſafed to us. For every 
adminiſtration of his word, however weak 
and imperfeQ, is one of thoſe gracious 
means appointed by the Almighty for- 
leading us to ſalvation. Hath it then 
been received with liſtleſſneſs and diſtaſte, 
as if ye were ſet down to make a melan-+ 
choly ſacrifice to decency and fair ap- 
| pearance? In this caſe be aſſured that 
ſome correction of the heart is neceſſary : 
and that it is not yet poſſeſſed with the 
true vital ſpirit of religion for this is a 
flame kindling at once on admonition. 
And let thoſe who have been devout and 
attentive hearers duly conſider that the 
| thoughts now excited are not to be at 
once diſmiſſed. Their ſincerity will be 


manifeſted oy a * revolving, by 
giving 


* 
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giving them a laſting and a lively in- 
fluence. - 44 


Ap may the gracious aſſiſting- ſpirit of 
the Lord deſcend into our hearts, that we 
may be enlightened, ſtabliſhed, ſtrength- 
ened: that we may look with due re- 
verence and attention into the. perfect 
lau of liberty; and continue therein, 


not being careleſs or forgetful hearers, 
Fut doers of the work,” in ſincerity and 


ſingleneſs of heart, that ſo we * may be 


© plefſed in our deed.” V ae ait S 4 
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20 if Abfeinence, 


Sr. Lux x, chap. v. ver. 35. 


De days will come when the Bri | 
all be taken away om them; and then 


Jhall they faſt in thoſe days. 
Tun life of our bleſſed Lord, les that 


of his forerunner, differed remarkably i in 
their circumſtances, John, who was but 


to announce the coming of the holy one, 
lived in retirement, Our Lord, whoſe 


words and works were to be publicly ex- 


hüidited, and freely ſcrutinized, conſorted 
with the multitude, without reſerve. He 


ti came eating and drinking,” converſed 
with 
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with men of every order, and mixed with 
all their innocent ſocieties and enjoy ments. 


But bis enemies exclaimed, „ behold! a 


« gluttonous man, and a wine bibber.” The 
hypocritical pretenders to ſanctity re- 
proached his diſciples, that they and their 
maſter were little careful to ſeparate 
themſelves from ſinners, but freely eat 
and drank with the moſt notorious. 


fied this appatent liberty of conduct, be- 
yond all pretence ot ſcruple. He came 
to call finners to repentance,” to ſeek 
« and to ſave that which was if“ His 
| father's buſineſs required that he ſhould 
aſſociate with thoſe who moſt needed his 
aſſiſtance; that he ſhould adminiſter to 
their wants, ſupport their infirmities, cor- 
rect their diſorders, relieve them, comfort 


them, and reſtore cond by "his Healing 
5 JoGnge. 


STILL 
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' STILL the envy, or the prejudices of 
thoſe around him, ſuggeſicd new objec - 
tions. Ag, ſaid they, do the di. 
apples of Joln and ꝙ the. Pharifees faſt, 
% thy : diſciples faſt. not #'—* If thou 
be a teacher of purity and perfection, 
© why are thy followers thus indulged? 
+. Why are they not confined within thoſe: 
* tric bounds of diſcipline, which diſ- 
tinguiſh the followers. of John, and to 
which the Phariſees adhere, as to the 
6 effence and OE PROS” 


"Gon | Lord's e was witha 8 
and condeſcenſion. He compares him- 
felf to a Bridegroom, his followers: to at- 
tendants on the nuptials. Their preſent 
ſtate he repreſents. as a ſtate of joy and 
ſatisfaction, while their Lord was with 
them to ſupport and comfort them. Can 
1 the children rie bride-chamber 
« faſt, while the Bridegroom is with them?” 
Alas] the ſcene muſt ſoon be E | 

Their 
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Their maſter muſt ſpeedily be torn from 
them; the ſhepherd ſmitten, and the ſheep 
ſcattered. They muſt be offended and 
afflicted; ſcorned, inſulted, perſecuted, 
tempted. The enticements of the world 
ſhall be diſplayed before them; the ter- 
rours of the wicked thundered in their 
ears. This ſhall be the ſeaſon for poſ- 
ſeſſing their ſouls in patienee, for caution 
and circumſpection, for ſelf· denĩal, faſt - 
ing and mourning. The days will come 
% when the Bridegroom ſhall be talen away 
_ * OO eee 
mboita lab 5 2 
Tas WH" chaotic and ex- 
plained, may ſuggeſt ſome points of doc- 
trine r obs our: * and h 
enen een net ide ois 
b t hi bros tc 1011-02719? 
Ix this preſent ſeaſon, by the wiſe and 
arg RE of our church, we are 
| fem $1752) oll! called 
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called to a particular collection of thought, 
to retirement and meditation, and ſelf- 
denial. The invitation may be deſpiſed 
by thoſe who are enſla ved by the world. 
And when we cannot diſcover the leaſt 
ſuſpenſion of thoſe cares and competiti- 
ons, to which the buſy part of mankind, 
or of thoſe gaieties and pleaſures, to which 
the diſengaged devote their time and 
thought, we have reaſon to apprehend 
that the propriety and neceſſity of theſe 
duties are not known, or not regarded. 
Some perhaps there axe who may pervert 
the beſt and moſt gracious purpoſes of the 
Goſpel; and hope to atone for the fouleſt 
enotmities, by ſome external acts of mor- 
"tification. But from the portion of ſcrip- 
tute now laid before us, we may learn 
firſt, the true nature and value of theſe 
2Aities ; and ſecondly, the occaſions-and 


7 purpoſes which call more ee for the | 


. practice: NY theni. 
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| 4 E In the firſt place then, we find that the 
_ gracions and amiable ſpirit of our religion 
dath not condemn us to unneceſſary ſe- 
verities. - Superſtition may conſign the 
_ ereature; formed ſor an active and ſocial 
courſe of duty, to uſeleſs ſolitude, re- 
ſtraints unnatutal, to rigour, torture, or 
affliction. But the God of nature re- 
thor of our ſalvation impoſes no ſuch in- 
workmanſhip of the Creator, and yon 
find it happily: diverſificd by a variety of 
engaging objects, ſiored with, a profuſion 
of bleſſings, ſupplied with wonderful 
abundance; for the caſe; and enjoyment 
of tho creature, for. the. delight of his 
ſenſes, for the indulgence of his patursl 
and innocent deſires, ſreely beſtowed, and 
into the perfect law of liberty, and you 
find its precepts gentle, gracjous, and be- 
Jes all breathing the ſpirit of 


goodneſs 
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goodneſs. and lovingkindnefs nfl, ade 


 mirably;. calculated, for promoting .qur 
preſent, ag, well as for ſecuring our, future 
| heappineſs. 93 yigh,ariflidg- le. neg 
mot. 22aeRit 116,238.19 03 viftegt 
Axpo were our, underſtandings ever 
8 Auly regulated 5 | 
were we. ſubjeR to; no diſorder, expoſed 
to no danger, beſet with ng temptation, 
then might we enjoy our good things 
freely and; ſecurely... But it; ĩs from (11, 
diſorder, our ſpiritual dangers and temp- | 
tations, that we are obliged ta uſe them 
with caution, and frequently to deny 
ourſelves the enjoyment, of them, We 
have propenſitics to he ail an | 
trouled,; paſſions ready, to burſt forth and 
hurry us, into danger or deftrydion ; 
allurements to ſeduce, us; example lf. 
- miſguige, us. Beſet with ſo many dan- 
1 without, impelled ſe, foreibly 
.apd.fo peryerſcly fra 8 e conſcious 
ee III. | 3 
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of weakneſs, taught by terrible experi- 
ctice to” dread” the power of 'worldly- ob- 

fas we wut eſteem” it” an eſſential 

part of Chriſtian duty to wall circom- 
ſpeQly z to retire at wary diſtance from 

. Every dangerous Anurement; to watch 
catefolly over out appetites and" paſſions ; 

it y es even "deſire and propentity, 
however bamelcfs in themſelves, . „ther- 

i nun ze go and 1s further” to keep 

_ dir bodies in fubhection; and; to ſpeak 


ii the fon Arrength of our Lord expreſ- 
o 10 ( agel . 15111 oC 86111. 
Ns OT Via D571 11G! = a4: 


| Bur this is is 2 a e 

* aff other, with greateſt reluctance. That 

We fhidnld not only regulate "our affec- 

dont For the things of this world, but 

: fiequeiitly deny "ourſelves the enjoyment 
of Thea, bs deemed ' 'a violente tö that 
natute which yields 0 cafily to the in- 


vitatidns of ſenſe" and appetlte!! Yet do 
| 3 2 a 1 le 
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the children of this world: rcfiſt theſe, 
invitations, when in purſuit of ſome vaitt” 
ot” periſhable advantage. The child of 
light is but commanded to practiſe the 
diſeipline and ſelf- denial of a' day, that 
he may enjoy the pleaſures, and riches,. 
and pre eminence of etemity. And nei- 
ther the allurement of worldly objecta, 
nor the force of inclination; nor prevailing: 
practice and opinion, nor the miſtaken 
value ſet on carnal gratißeations, cam 
retoncile an inordinate love of preſent: 
things to ereatures of dur endowments 
aud expectations; or can detract one par- 
tiele from that ſolemn deelaration df the 
Goſpel, that eneept a man take ah \ his 
«* croſs,” except he renounce every thing 
the moſt dear to him, ſo far as it may 
be the beraſion of his falting, he cannot 
be the diſeiple of Chriſt Jeſus. And 
wen P muſt repeut it, are not the 
ä devlars rens of an auſtere maſter, w oo 
deeper 4 Co 2 requires 
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requires à rigotous and gloomy ſervice. 
They are dictated by his mercy and 
compaſſion, Who . knoweth whereof we 
Sure made 37 and conſidereth Our weak- 
neſs; equally gracious” in denying and 
in granting, in reſtraining and indulg- 
ing: teaching us to regard our final 
deſtination with a, ſtedfaſt and a pa- 
tient view; not to eſtimate the hap- 
pineſs of a redeemed creature by the 
enjoyments of this mortal ate, but to 
uſe the things of this world, ſo as to 
make them ſubſervient to the intereſts 
of another, and to teſign and reject them 
2 e Bead MP ho! revert n m_ | 
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39%" 


<a tes 1 gel denial * 
ever at firſt view. gloomy and diſguſting, 
will appear more fully to be a doctrine 
of mercy and compaſſion, by cenfidering, 
in the ſecond place, * oceaſions and 
20 ip £5) pape 
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purpoſes for which the exerciſe of tis 
duty is more eſpecially require. 

Dodo 

II. When the bridegroom ſhall be talen 

„ guy, ſaith our Lord, . flien ſhalt the 
children of the bride-chamber faſt. He 
was taken away from his immediate 

nis aſcenſion; when, however aſſiſted 
and directed by the ſpirit they had thie 
malice and virulence of a corrupted 
world to encounter; when their victory 
was indeed compleat, but the conflict 
4/ not. joyoits but: grievous.” In a ſpiritual 
ſenſe, (and in fuch applications of ſerip- 
ture we may be indulged, provided they 
be reaſonable and temporate,) In a 
ſpiritual ſenſe; I ſay, the bridegroom . is 
Taken away from every one of us, When 
the influence of Chriſt's doctrine is 'weak- 
| ened; when our love waxeth cold; 
| when our hearts / are. eſtranged from 
Sent? | © God's 
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God's law, poſſeſſed by worldly affecli- 
ons, eee and corrupted * ſenſual 
objects. 

Wet e e es; 

Do we An fad /wwithin hb n fenkble 
decay of all religious impreſſions? Is that 
MPirit of chriſtianity which ſhould actuate 
the whole man, and influence his whole 
eenduct, gradually - declining,” and in 
Uanger af" being totally extinguiſhed? 
Out ftate is truly alarming. We have 
deen enticed and enſnared by the world. 
We have drunk too deeply of its intoxi- 
eating influence. We are falling i incau- 
tiouſly into the depths of iindolehce and 
inſenſibility. And nothing can more 
effectually awaken us from this perilous 
Humber, than a ſpeedy ſuſpenſion of our 


thoughts, and fix them ſteadily on our 
Anal deſtination. Alas lit in nom no 
4 50 | | Ude 


SIE'R MAN! XLII. E zor 
time dt the tumult of buſineſs, or the- 
allurements of pleafure;; Suſpend them, 
for they are dangeroub. Exclude them, 


for they! thteaten to turn you utterly 
_ away: from your great concern. Sequeſ- 
tored rm the world; its 6ccupatiohs ani 

indulgenocs, we ſhall have” leiſuro: for 
reflection; wie : ſhalt feel out hearts diſs 
poſed tò ſeriouſneſs; we ſhall eta A 
revolve thoſe important objects, which 
when duly: entertainedp' cannot fil to 
renew a right ſpirit win uss 
ier DoS 7074 bar bohanng ikea 
Do we, aguin, Experience the foſbe 
and frequency of temptation? Are 
by our ſtate of life, and general inter- 
oburſe epd to 1 that ſeductſon, 
which ſteals impereeptibiy up che 
frailt / of man, conquer his reIUI ut, 
and leads him captive frem the guiduer 
of reaſoh and religion “ It is hel- Wer 
dounden duty and buf erueſt wifs % 
oat 1510109 retire 
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retire. at ſome times from a ſituation ſo 
dangerdus It is written, Neißſt the 
nl und he will fre from von. And 


wo reſiſt him moſt ceffectuall when we 
turnp aſide from his allurements before 


they henome too powerful; When we 


retire to rene our ſtrength, and edge 
the weapons of our ſpiritual Warfare: 
wheticby abſtaining for a while even 
Hom innocent enjoyments, we acquire 
dangerous u paſſians; and return to the 
conflict, guarded and invigorated with 
allethen ; ſueconrs of reaſon and reli- 
gion, N Hοννquura 20 Waden bag 
ei benen bus t 169: 1% vi 


weBum there, is one caſe in which the 


'  eJnidegroom may be. ſaid to ſbe taken 


con itted againſt the) clear idifiates 


Ava}: tnom us, in 4 more eſpecial and 
aaſſſitting manner: When our hearts 


 endemn ,;us] of, ſome wilful oſfence 
-of 


„ | 3 
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conſcietiee and religion. He who ſins 
from ignorance or ſurpriae, may flatter 
| himſelf that he would not have fallen; | 
had he been more enlightened or more 
ättentive. Ie faithj that God will not 
be extreme to mark what he hath done 
_ amiſs But he who offends, with de- 
termined and deliberate: purpoſe, bath h 
excuſe or conſolation. Ile ſtands on the 
deadly precipice; and the gulph of ever- 
laſting wrath opens to receive him. How 
| ſhall he impreſs his mind with that co 
ſummate horrour of his fallen Nats, 
which may lead him to effectual repent- 
ance? Shall he fly to the pleaſureable ſcenes 
of life? Shall he plunge into the buſineſs 
and engagements of the world? Theſe, 
las I. will“ ſtupify the pangs of * conſei- 
ence. They will agitate and diſtract 
and divert him from all ſenſe of dangei. 
He will de encouraged, oountenaneed, 
dee, and reconeiled to his flafel 

955 ſtate: 


_. K-athnowledged mn ſin unto this, nnd mine 
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Rate : till with a. {cared conſcience, and 
hardened heart, he is led at+length to 
the ſeat of the ſcomner, that tremendous 
extreme of tranſgteſſion and. corruption. 
Let him then iaſtantly obey the firſt 
warnings of that grarious Being be bath 
tions and enticements of the world; let 
him commune with his own hoart in 
ſilence; let him dall his ways to remem- 
brance, in humiliation and mourning 
and faſting. With no buſi neſa to engage, 
ſeduce: him, he now ſtands, as it were, 
 Iithput./ the prceincts of [this liſti in the 
preſbnce of an oↄſfended father and bene- 
factor: Here he ſhall ſee and know and 
fel; the miſery of hie condition. He 
hall exclaim with the Pſalmiſt, / Dgy and 
Lü thy. land wes heavy riupom: ine. I 


(5: anequity laue 4 nat Jud ro with confos 
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* tramſgreſſon antö the Lord; ; and 
„ thous forgaveft me tlie iniqniiy:' of - my 
9 Such ſhall be the iſſue of hie 
dikepline * eee Jod mig 
iq,; 1 J. : Sigg }{6 NN 
Honb ODA en is, in which 
retreat and ſelf-denial become particu- 
larly neteſſary. When our intereourſe 
with! the world hath involved us in 
contention and-animoſity; (for ĩt muſt 
| when we are betrayed into any malig- 
nant thoughts or putpoſes; or in danger 
of conceiving any ſuch thoughts or pury 
the ſtorm of paſſion xiſing in qur breaſt, 
and ready to burſt forth with headſtrong 
and outrageous fury, the plain rules of 
Chriſtian prudenct trach us to fly from 
all irritating, objects, and to mortify 
we body, that we may compoſe the 


e of the foul. 1 is the free and 
n 50 iir 4 8 . 5. 
| ban 
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Full inkugenes in eur gögd things, the 
unremitted interbouſt with à world of 
- rivalry and competition, the inceſſant 


Purſuit of thoſe advantages, to Which 
we all aſpire, each earneſt to ſupplant 


; his neighbour, and each poſſeſſed with 
flattering ideas of his own pretenſions, 


that enflame the pride of man, that paſ- 
non ſo deſtiuctive of our peace, and ſo in- 
jurious to thoſe around us! It is in the ſi- 
Tent and ſdlemn hour of mortiſication, that 


v can diſcern the inſignificance of thoſe 

dcdonteſts in which we have been engaged; 

the injuries we ebe eee 
| bfferices we have mifconceived, or aggra 


dated; the forgiveneſs which we owe, 


the Wunt of candout in ourſelves, the 
weakneſs an miſtaken jealouſies of 
as 0 bus hots uber I 


of i theſe . | 
be — 4 to the dutles E abflineneg 2 
ſelf-denial, 
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ſelf-denial,. {how much more when * 
or moſt of them, conſpire to warn us 
of our danger? If we not only feel a 
gradual decay of all religious impreſſi- 
ons, an indifference and inſenſibility to 
the proper objects of an immortal 
creature; but are involved in ſuch a 
ſociety, and ſuch a courſe of life as tend. 
to confirm us in this indifference and in- 
ſenſibility ; if at the ſame time the temp- 
tations of the world be all diſplayed before 
us; if they have ſubdued us; if we have 
wilfully yielded to them, embraced. and 
entertained them ; if our conſciences con- 
demn us of ſecret guilt; and if the. bu- 
ſineſs of the world hath involyed. us in 
contention ; ; What voice can be more 
friendly, than that which calls us from 
the diſtracting and ſeducing ſcenes in 
which we. have been engaged, from diſfi- 
ation, and allurement, from corruption, | 
| from animoſity, to refleQion,.. to medita-. 


"ans to that e reſtraint e 


in, 
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tion of gut appetites; which ſhall at once 
ſhew'as' or "danger, and teach us to 
oi it? en e e 

0 bee that the moſt ſcem- 
7 ingly rigorous” precepts of the Goſpel are 

. really didated in mercy and compaſſion, 
to correct all dangerous imptefſions, to 
reſtore us to God's favour, and to preferve 
us blamelefs and harmleſs, in peace and | 
charity e our r fellow-c creatures. 


Ta intl as ee that what is 
called 7 ofting,” in the text, and in the 
correſponding ſcriptures, © mourning,” can- 
not be miſtaken for a mere formal bodily 
Exerciſe, or abſtinence from particular 
meats; or that fach acts or abſtinence, 
of themſelves, can have any godly in- 
| fluence. No, my brethren ; whit hath 
now bern recommended is "ſomething 

moe important, mote intrinſically excel- 
| lent.” We cxhort you to een e 
« hearts, 
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4 FS DUEL e d eee 
call yon to recollection and medita Nr 


We 


to real ſelf-denial and mortification; fuch | 


as may diſpoſe us'to think on our ways, 
to turn our feet unto God's teſtimonies, 
to ſeek his face in the humility of con- 
trition and fervent ſupplication, and thus 
to regulate our diſorders, to ſtrengthen 
our reſolutions, and to perfect our repetit< 


- ' . 
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"Abu? let not g; dies delivered 
be received as unprofitable ſpeenlation, 
which cannot, or need not be redueed to 
practiee; but are too gloomy age 
guſting not to be diſmiſſed at once; 
you have indeed heard a gloomy As: 
guſting doctrine, fly to ſociety, riot im its 


pleaſures, leave no moment of your days 


diſengaged from vanity. and ſenſuality. 
So ſhall diſtaſte and -wearinefs, and diſ- 


, 
b —U— — — — 


content embitter your enjoyments. So i 
ſhall ye never taſte the true comforts of a 
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week, a mortifiedy/and an humble ſpitit. 
So ſhallq our preſent day of diſcipline and 
_ Preparation, be waſted in degrading pur- 
ſuits, in ſordid! engagements, in ſenſeleſs 
to, Jour final. deſtination. God forbid 
that, we RS: infatuated as to 
found. i in an unlimited enjepment uf any 
worldly objects! We preſs forward to 
ſomething infinitely better, greater, and 
more eralted. Jo ther, ON 
« *u/ouitten,” though: we. ould, 298655 to 
. bar aur bread,” yet . thou art the Go of 
aur frengih and ite light; and m 
| D ſhall ad u. 10 ty Hoy hill, 
”, aul in fh ſanfinary U. n UG $1211 
% hb oO 40 8 > 4 5 rk. oval ih 3 
iin bus inen moi gegn 
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